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Where have you gone, Joe DiMaggio? The nation turns its lonely eyes to you.

Lyric fromMrs. Robinsorby Paul Simon & Art Garfunkel

This era starts on the brink of lasting upheaval in the political, military and $auisicape.
Vietham becomes a place to know; the Deep South shudders against the destruction of a
backward three century-old policy of holding back African Americans; and Rock & Rols@aint

canvas that both reflects and molds the future ideas of liberals while commentingoaishe
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unrest affecting all of America. Baseball marches on; but soon finds serious uploEaaat off

the field will include it too — whether it accepts it or not.

The year 1968 became a decisive point j
in American history as places, such as hippie
controlled Haight Ashbury; people, musician
Arlo Guthrie’s defining “Alice’s Restaurant”;
and movements, Black Power, would all
interweave into the social political landscape o
America. A violent year of protests,
assassinations and failing war efforts would
dominate the news nightly. James Earl Ray
would kill Martin Luther King, Jr. in Memphis
on April 4, 1968. Less than five years had .
passed since King's “I Have a Dream” speech |
had sharply defined the struggle for equality iN

all America with “Free at Last” being the

ultimate goal of his peaceful protests and sit-

ins. Robert F. Kennedy would be assassinated

two months later by Sirhan Bishara Sirhan Pastor Martin Luther King, Jr . in

after winning the California primary. The last Birmingham, AL jail. His epic journey ifihe

person Kennedy personally thanked was Los Civil Rightsmovement shaped the lives of all

Angeles Dodger pitcher Don Drysdale. But Americans — and is celebrated as a National

Holiday. World Book Encyclopedia page
322)

RFK’s lasting words of hope still ring true
today: “Some people see things as they are,
and ask why; | see things as they can be, and

ask why not.”

Straight-laced Columbia University became a theatre of war. The Demddadibnal
Convention in Chicago was turned into a battlefield with National Guard troops sent ihafte

police and demonstrators fought on live TV. Phrases such as “Turn on. Tune in. Drop out.” or
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“Make Love. Not War.” dominated the ultra liberal side of the America. The hippieslegin
spirit by the Rock & Roll artistry of The Beatles, Joan Baez, The Grateful Deféatsdn
Airplane, and Bob Dylan. “The times they are a changin’ ” were the watchwords ofltlis ba
boomer generation.

TheVietham Wamvas the most defining event of all in 1968. It had become a decade
long quagmire — a holding action. Bombing of the enemy reached levels triple the amount
dropped on Germany WWII with no end in sight. The eventual result in lives (over 58,000
dead, 300,000 wounded), financial costs ($200 billicimémU.S. dollars) and social conflicts
(that play out to this day) would keep that American generation forever reminded of thee peopl
lost to the struggle — abroad, and at home.

No American went through this period unchanged by the toils of war, the introduction of
the Counterculturdn contrast torhe Greatest Generatiand the influence of the media on all
viewpoints espoused during this time. Journalist Walter Kronkite possibly changed the @iour
the war when President Lyndon Johnson felt that “if he had lost Cronkite” then he had lost the
American people. It was that revelation that would lead to the eventual draw down of troops, as
the United States would fight longer in Vietnam than in any other war. Lyndon Johnson would
forego the run for a™ term as President leading to the eventual resurrection of Richard Nixon.

Nixon won the 1968 election by a narrow margin (500,000 votes.) But Nixon’s
presidency would reinforce the struggles of the 1960’s as the bombing of Cambodia denerate
more violence and outragéhe War Powers Aatas signed to curtail presidential power to
make war and the cover-up\&fatergatded to the lone resignation of a sitting President and
changed the face of the media operations forever.

Oil would become a source concern in the 1970’s, as OPEC (Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries) would raise prices in step with inflation that was 8.8% in 1973 in the
United States. War raged in the Middle East, contributing to the price rises aradjebat gas.

NASAhad landed a man on the moon in 1969 wiplollo 11, and had gone on to the
Skylabera of space adventures in 19¥@&riner 9 orbited the Martian frontier in 197Bioneer
10 would be the first probe to leave our Solar System after exploring it during the 1970’s. In
1972, theSpace Shuttlprogram, a dream of the 1950’s and 1960’s, was officially launched.

Baseball would enter this period a vastly different game than the one that would be seen

by the end of the BJ ERA(1977). The balance of power would shift from solely the ownerships



280

and managers, to the players, who had made the sport as great as could be possibly envisioned as
romanticized in volumes written about the game in the 1950’s. Ballparks would change in nature
scope and amenities. TR®unterculturevould spill over into the game, as players would
change their hairstyles, facial hair and uniforms in some respects to exypliegRiality.

This change is depicted several passages @mtinnati and the Big Red Machity
George Washington University professor Robert Harris Walker. Bob Howsamisu@tidReds
were often contrasted to the Finley-owned Oakland Athletics. The clean-cutofriiageReds,
playing on the first all-Astroturf fiefg bringing together the ballpark, players and fans in
Midwestern unison versus Finley's A’s that were shabbily attired in softkalfhudiness, wore
mustaches and argue via the media about any and all amounts of’sliglatslynasties of the
1970’s with five straight championships between them (1972-1976) were representative of the
divergent viewpoints going on throughout America society.

The African-American ballplayer dominated the 1950’s with nearly every NL MVP
award coming to their hands. Rookies of the Year such as Willie Mays, Frank Robinson, Orlando
Cepeda and Willie McCovey would leave baseball as legends, with the 1960’s reflecting
expansion of their talents. A growth in roster diversity, slow as it was, stilélsome to believe
skin color “isn’t a big concerfi” even while the€ivil Rightsera has just begun and sets off
numerous battles in the south. By the later part oEBiEra, African-Americans would
number one in four ball players in the majors — but would only baedield managein the
clubhouse in Frank Robinson (1956 Rookie of the Year.)

Many of these black ballplayers made their way through the minors of the Deep South,
surviving harsh and racist conditions on their way to the parent club. They never forgot the
words, actions and critiques of their play while learning the game. Often, this echasia
motivator to play the game better than their hassle-free white counterparts nvédiocre white
players could eat, sleep and relax anywhere, these future stars suffered threagjbsotustnake
it, even then still receiving poor treatment after they received numerous asdolatiesir
talents.

Table 5.0.1.1950-1959 Rookies of the Year and MVPs

! Walker Robert Harris. Cincinnati and the Big Redd{ine. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana Universitg$§s; 1988. 34.
2 Walker Robert Harris. Cincinnati and the Big Redd{ine. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana Universitg$s; 1988. 43-55.
3 Menke Frank G. The Encyclopedia of Sports: ThisviRed Edition. New York: A.S. Barnes and Compd$63. 122.
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Year Award AL NL

1950 MVP Phil Rizzuto Jim Konstanty
1950 Rookie of the Year Walt Dropo Sam Jethroe
1951 MVP Yogi Berra Roy Campanella
1951 Rookie of the Year Gil McDougald Willie Mays
1952 MVP Bobby Shantz Hank Sauer
1952 Rookie of the Year Harry Byrd Joe Black

1953 MVP Al Rosen Roy Campanella
1953 Rookie of the Year Harvey Kuenn Jim Gilliam

1954 MVP Yogi Berra Willie Mays
1954 Rookie of the Year Bob Grim Wally Moon
1955 MVP Yogi Berra Roy Campanella
1955 Rookie of the Year Herb Score Bill Virdon

1956 MVP Mickey Mantle Don Newcombe
1956 Rookie of the Year Luis Aparicio  Frank Robinson
1957 MVP Mickey Mantle Hank Aaron
1957 Rookie of the Year Tony Kubek Jack Sanford
1958 MVP Jackie Jensen Ernie Banks
1958 Rookie of the Year Albie Pearson Orlando Cepeda
1959 MVP Nellie Fox Ernie Banks
1959 Rookie of the Year Bob Allison Willie McCovey

Sandy Koufax, Juan Marichal, Bob Gibson, Denny McClain, Sam McDowell, Bob Veale,
Mickey Lolich, Mel Stottlemyre, Chris Short afuture U.S. Senatalim Bunning would define
the mid-1960’s from the bump. These star pitchers dominated, confused and stifled opposing
batters, unlike the power happy 1950’s, or in the many years prior. The higher mounds, the
expanded strike zone and the new pitcher-friendly ballparks are greatly resptorsiide
restrictions to and stifling of all offenses. But unusual talent was in abundances®ntband
aces.

Hitters were so paralyzed by these performers, that in 1968, the highest Ameagaie L
batting average (.301, Yastrzemski) was 11 points higher thafi’thage finisher —
journeyman 1 baseman-outfielder Danny Cater. The last 30-game winner, Denny McClain,
would later to spend time in prison, while Bob Gibson posted2ERA, but lost 9 ganie€ghe
St. Louis starters (Gibson, Briles, Carlton, Washburn), each had over 200 innings, and all had
sub-3.00Earned Run Averages. Tommy John had a 1.98 ERA, and finifhedt& American
League in ERA. The Cleveland Indians had Luis Tiant, the fun, determined, side-winding, rubber
armed son of a Negro League legend, dominated with@réderd,1.60 ERAand 264
strikeouts. On the same staff, gasman Sam McDowell weht ¥6th a1.81 ERAand283 fans.

The Indians would finished®Bunder perennially under achieving manager Alvin Dark — who
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had some of the best talent ever assembled on the Giants of the early 1960’s, but latem only w
with the dominant Oakland A’s of 1974.
But that baseball year was a reflection of times: stifling oddities and unftrttesalts

from superior performances.

Sandy Koufax, umpire Shag Crawford antian Marichal. In one of baseball’s most unusual
and violent moments, Marichal is swinging his bat at catcher John Roseboro (not pictared) i
not-so-usuaGiants-Dodgerstruggle. Thédominican Dandywas a six-time 20-game winner in
the 1960’s — and could throw side arm, submarine, over the top and three-qide@sfour
pitches for strikes (and outs.) Sandgfty’ Koufax career between 1961-1966 was nearly
flawless, and certainly, historic. He lived by a mean fastball and a devastatregand lived
well. (Picture: August 22, 1965 by Neil Leifer. Sports lllustrat€tiassic Picture4997.)

The usage of “greenies”, or Amphetamines, is well documented (to have begun in
earnest) by numerous publications and books. Players felt with the extended travitereay-a
night games and a prolonged season of six plus months that a “pep pill” did provide them with
energy to get through the daily grind. As Tom Verduc@pbrts lllustratedstates: “Greenies
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have been in the game since the 1950s. They are rampant t@&leyttie game hid or rarely
addressed this aspect, and only presently, in 2006, is usage banned from the baseball field and

locker rooms. (As aafter thoughto theSteroid policyput in place initially in September 2002.)

In a decade nearly defined by the liberation of the mind, body and spirit, the sexual
proclivities of the professional athlete were examined from both inside (Jim BeB&hFour
and Curt Flood’'he Way It [sand outside (reporters’ accounts of players’ off-the-field
activities.) As a result, fans, reporters, owners and the commissioner reggzgdeheto the
ballplayer’'s sexual conquests as detrimental to the “Good of the Game” and in smmeris
Bowie Kuhn’s case, asked players to denounce and retract their books in public (Bouton) and in
private (Flood.)

In several quotes on the subject of voyeurism, sexual conquests and females in baseball,
Curt Flood presents the facet of what ballplayers were like in the 1960’s: “Befotessing the
painful of baseball marriages, a word is in order about the grand and glorious pastime known as
beaver shooting. Jim Bouton created a stir in 1970 when his Bablour, revealed the high
incidence of voyeurism among ball players. | leave it to psychologists to decide \yitgyeas
are peeping toms or, perhaps, why peeping toms are ballplayefoot! continues on with a
breakdown of the best places to engage in this ‘pastime within the pastime’ in théeaguas
and in ‘the show.” “Leaving nothing to chance, they [women] cross and uncross their legs at
frequent intervals, presenting athletes with a splendid vista of the promise lanidbuffea
prefer the beaver unawar®.And this view on Joe Pepitone, “Pepitone obviously liked being a
major-league ballplayer because it was not a disadvantage in meeting bgautifylvomen.”

Within these crass sounding comments lay the crux of what happens to young men with
young(er) wives and girlfriends. Often, relationships were found in disarray — nosardges
because “beaver shooting”- but because of the travel, children’s upbringing and the upcertaint
of living arrangements while being employed in a big league city and wonderingdfeaigr
imminent. The grind of inept communication, poor relating to a ballplayer’s “job”, wargderi
eyes and fluid financial and living arrangements was no different in this livuregisih than in

4 Verducci Tom. Speed Game: Amphetamines Should Baes Part of the New Plan. New Yorkwvw.si.com January 20,
2005.

5 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New K-oFrident Press; 1971. 107-108.

8 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New KoFrident Press; 1971. 108.

" Halberstam David. October 1964. New York: Villddoks; 1994. 42.
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any other segment of societiien and often now. Nomadic ballplayers resulted out of these

broken relationships.

Baseball saw the addition of 8 regular season games in 1961 (to the American League)
and then in 1962 (to the National), to the complicationtbea-hallowedecord:60 home runs
in a season. Because of this change, fans and press alike often vilified RogeoMagsKing
the Babe’s immortal record.

In 1961 (a miracle season following an MVP season in 1960), Roger Maris should have
beencongratulated and exaltad baseball lore, instead, he was often looked at as not worthy of
surpassing the Babe. Bill Veeck stated/geck as in Wre¢gkMaris’s run for Ruth’s record —
abetted by Mantle — was a godsend to the American League. It saved us all fronr@udisast
year.” (Speaking of the financial concerns.) Long before breaking the record, Roger Maris was
spotted as an ideal fit for the YankeesThe Mick a late night conversation between Mantle
and Kansas City manager Harry Craft pointed this out: “The stadium is tailbe-far him
[referring to Maris]. My gosh, it's only 296 feet down the right field foul line. Withatgity to
pull the ball, he’d have a picnic...He could be another Maritle.”

In October 1964y the late Pulitzer Prize winning author David Halberstam, Maris’s pull
ability and athleticism is summed up as:

“He was a great pull hitter — in fact, Mike Shannon thought he never saw a hitter who

was as good at pulling an outside pitch as Roger Maris. A lot of hitters, Shannon thought,

could pull the inside pitch, but pulling a ball outside was much harder; it demanded a

very good eye and a very, very quick bat and no wasted motion in the swing. Maris was

not a particularly big man at six feet tall and 190 pounds, but he was a superb all-around
athlete...[considered almost the equal of HOF Al Kaline as a defensive riglatrfjelo

this day the photos of him swinging are unusually striking, because his entire body is

fused so perfectly: shoulders, arms, and legs, leveraged as one piece, nothing'vasted.”

As it was, Maris did put together back-to-back seasons that until the late 1990’s were

amongst the best in baseball history.

8 Veeck B, Linn E. Veeck as in Wreck: The Autobiqgg of Bill Veeck, with Ed Linn. Chicago: Univergiof Chicago Press;
1962. 123.

9 Mantle M, Gluck H. The Mick, an American Hero: Thegend and the Glory. New York: Doubleday; 198%0.1

10 Halberstam David. October 1964. New York: Villd@doks; 1994. 160.
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Table 5.0.2.Roger Maris Statistics in 1960 and 1961

G AB H 2B 3B HR OBP SLG BB SO
136 499 141 18 7 39 0.371 0581 70 65
161 590 159 16 4 61* 0.372 0.620 94 67

Often though, Maris’s accomplishments in those two seasons, and a long career in the
sport, were diminished by sportswriters, fans and critics of the game withoud tedhe
struggle of being in the harsh limelight that was usually well-suited fordmsnate, Mickey
Mantle. As Curt Flood commented in his biographye Way It IsMaris was far different that
portrayed:

“In 1961 he had hit sixty-one home runs for the New York Yankees, breaking Ruth’s
record. Instead of being lionized, he was represented to the public as an egocentric grouch.
Anyone with the dimmest curiosity or sensitivity might have been able to understamsRoge
frame of mind during that pressure cooker of a year. But those qualities were in shagrt suppl
and Rog came off with an almost uniformly bad press. His problem had been one of trying to
maintain personal equilibrium — including his powers of athletic concentration — whilg bei
hounded by reporters and fans. To rebuff one reporter was enough to launch chain reactions
of outrage. To accommodate all fans and reporters was physically and mentally
impossible...He could not handle it. He never hit more than thirty-three home runs in any
season after 1961. | think he was psychologically incapable of exposing himself to another
ride on that particular merry-go-rount!.”

Halberstam reflects in similar light on the Maris versus Mantle congrarise more

popular home run legend of the Yankees, and their ways of dealing with stardom:

“He was quiet and reserved, far more introverted than Mantle...His had not been an easy

childhood; his father worked for the railroad...and he was a hard and unsparing man...He

[Roger] had none of Mantle’s exuberance, gregariousness, or, for that matter, his mood

swings. In the locker room, he was never the show that Mantle was. Mantle, for all his

reservations about the press, his moodiness and his modesty, was always aware of his

role in baseball history as the star of the Yankees...Mantle was, thought Jim Bouton, like

1 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New K:oFrident Press; 1971. 89.
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a long-running Broadway show all his own — funny and tragic, difficult and engaging, but
always well acted...

Maris was completely different. He liked to play baseball, and he was good at it, but
he pulled back from the theatrics associated with the game. Most ballplayers, thought
Maury Allen, a talented sportswriter who covered Maris in those years and knew him
exceptionally well, liked to say that they did not care about getting their nanies in t
papers...on television; but Roger Maris...truly felt that way. He liked playing the,gam
everything else was extraneous...He was a physical man, not a verbal one: he s skill
in the use of body, not the use of words...In that 1961 season [as he was on a record pace
to break Ruth record] a reporter asked him : did he think he had a chance to break Ruth’s

record. His answer was pure Maris: ‘How the fuck do I kno¥?"

Such blunt honesty, in the new media-driven world that President John F. Kennedy,
boxer extraordinaire Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) and Alabama & New YorkjJatserback
Joe Namath would use so expertly in their succéSseas not understood by hordes of fans or
their media sources. Maris was a simple, down-to-earth player in a not-so-doarti@ia as
the 1960’s would soon unfold into a conflicted struggle between old and new values.

Maris would find more comfortable times playing a solid, understated outfield alengsi
Curt Flood for the championship Redbird teams of 1967 and 1968, as Flood reflects, “And so
they were, including the volatile [Orlando] Cepeda, the impossible Maris and the trapémne
[Bob] Gibson — three celebrated non-candidates for togetherness. There we wese plaatks,
liberal whites and redeemed peckerwoods, the best team in the game and the maost éulta
beautiful little foretaste of what life will be like when Americans fipalhshackle
themselves™

Roger Maris would hit .385 and hit his last post-season home run in a game five defeat
off Jim Lonborg, Boston’s best pitcher in 1967, as the Cardinals won fiein@mnpionship of
the decade. (This after playing against the Cards in 1964.) Gibson was the 1967 World Series
MVP, winning 3 games with a 1.00 ERA. Cepeda would hit two home runs in 1968, in the 7-

game thriller, which pitted aces Gibson and Mickey Lolich against each other ircitimge

12 Halberstam David. October 1964. New York: Villarddks; 1994. 161-162.
13 Halberstam David. October 1964. New York: Villarddks; 1994. 164.
Y Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New Yofkident Press; 1971. 90.
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game seven. (This after Denny McClain, the last 30-game winner, fell apaménfgar and
would lose two games.) Maris would retire after the 1968 season with 275 home runs and 7

World Series appearances and 6 home runs in the fall classic.

5.1. Stadiums: Shea Stadium, Dodger Stadium and the Houston Astrodome

With the addition of the new Washington Senators, Los Angeles Angels, New York Mets
and Houston Colt .45s (later Astros) in 1961 and 1962, the game had expanded to the delight of
some, and the consternation of others. During the 1950’s, U.S. Senate hearings had stepped up to
examine the realities facing all professional sports — once again revibitiagti-trust
exemption that MLB had, amongst other issues, all related to financial concerns.

These hearings came in proximity to moves west by two successful teamsdakkyBr
Dodgers and the New York Giants. As the ballparks of both teams were considered inadequate
though charming, a fight was begun to decide the fate of franchises — and what project would
take precedent. “Robert Moses was chief administrator of the Federal Housioipfisa and
battled [Walter] O'Malley over whether a new stadium should be built for the Dodgeses
wanted a thoroughfare, the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, and O'Malley wanted a atatieim
corner of Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues where a railroad terminal existed.l€/Maped the
move would save money for fans on parking that would be applied to conces3iordalley
would lose out, and create bitterness amongst a fan base that professed their loveeafibei
but the attendance at Brooklyn games did not reflect this.

As these moves were made and the teams lost in the New York market were making a
successful name in their new west coast locations, the fans and public leadersYiorkievere
outraged. Mayor Robert Wagner appointed William A. $healawyer, to bring baseball back
to New York in the National League. His tactics were inspired, since he hired thenmeany
magnates feared most to creaté’deigue: Branch Rickey.

The Continental League was ma@reoncepthan a reality. The impetus of putting teams
in New York, Dallas, Toronto, Denver, Atlanta, Buffalo, Houston and Minneapolis was not
ready for exploration — at least not to all eight markets. However, the ploy worked;and Ne

York received the benefits in 1962, aBdea Stadiurwas born. (And would house the Yankees

15 Erskine Carl, Rocks Burton, Snider Duke. What &leed from Jackie Robinson. New York: McGraw-Hit@panies, Inc.;
2005. 98.
6 Mead William B. The Explosive Sixties: Basebalbecade of Expansion. Alexandria, Virginia: Redefori Books; 1989. 65.



288

in the early 1970’s while the ‘House that Ruth Built’ got a facelift and a makeoveigiuta r
hand hitter’s delight. The biggest complaint at Shea Stadium is the airpactdnafies during
games.)

Meanwhile, Commissioner Ford Frick was fighting against another baseball iymina
Bill Veeck. On the heels of the Walter O’Malley move of the Dodgers to Los Andgiles
Veeck was chomping at the bit to move the White Sox out west. As Andrew Zimbalest, writ
“Veeck, with his maverick ideas for eliminating the reserve clause, revenimrgsaiguong
teams, and innovative team marketing, was a thorn in Frick’s side. Frick did not waktt&/eec
be the first owner to benefit from a team relocatibri.ater, after selling his ownership in the
Browns, Veeck was sabotaged in his desire to move the White Sox in 1959 by the prior move of
Walter O’Malley’s Dodgers to Los Angeles and Ford Frick’s departure fronopes‘territory”
policy.*® But Frick allowed Calvin Griffith (Clark Griffith's progeny), to move the Washimng
Senators to Minneapolis in 1961. (Griffith’s franchise was immediately reptacanother
Senator team that languished at the bottom of the American League even under theahanage
helm of Ted Williams, and soon after, relocated the franchise to Arlington, Texas1870.)

These merry-go-round moves dizzied the heads of fans but also added a new weapon to
the arsenal of ownerships, the “build me a stadium” edict to their city. Other heapiljated
areas fought to obtain franchises, utilizing the lure of erecting brand new stadianigé a
struggling team to leave their current area. This strategy ultimategdy jpwnerships vs.
politicians with their lawyers only garnering the immediate benefits. ysaugh, the owners
would receive their wish: a new stadium in the original town with public monies applieel to t
building of a new behemoth stadium. (The White Sox in the late 1980’s were ensconced in a
‘stadium or leave’ deal that resulted in Tropicana Field (1991) being constructed @ryeato
the Devil Rays occupation. The Sox opened their new stadium in 1991 with various corporate

names attached to it since its inception. )

Figure 5.1.1.Layout of Yankee Stadiulmefore Renovatiari938 - 197%’

17 Zimbalist Andrew S. In the Best Interests of Badi®bThe Revolutionary Reign of Bud Selig. Hobokisiew Jersey: John
Wiley & Sons, Inc; 2006. 65-66.
18 Zimbalist Andrew S. In the Best Interests of Badi®bThe Revolutionary Reign of Bud Selig. Hobokisiew Jersey: John
Wiley & Sons, Inc; 2006. 65-66.

¥ Treat S, Turkin H, Thompson SC. editors. The @ffiEncyclopedia of Baseball™&®dition. South Brunswick and New York:
A.S. Barnes and Company; 1970. 59.
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Yankees sold to CBS in August 1964New Yorker Dan Topping and Arizona builder Del

Webb sell the Yankee for $11.2 million in an 80% stake. ($14.0 million total.) The Yankees
were making $3.8 million in broadcast rights, game of the week money and local radio and
television. (No data on money off concessions and ticket sales.) When the team was bought, in
1945 from Col. Ruppert’s estate, the price was $2.8 million. A simple, yearly return on
investment of 8.85%.

On the west coast, the building of Dodger Stadium was not without distresses. When the
Dodgers first moved to LA, the Coliseum used in the 1932 Olympic Games was housing the
Dodgers. With extremely quirky dimensions and a vast and largely unusable sey,céyeac
Coliseum was not a permanent solution and controversy ensued.

O’Malley picked Chavez Ravine to build a new stadium, overlooking smoggy downtown
Los Angeles. To kick off this idea, on June 1, 1958, the Dodgers aired a live, five-hour
Dodgerthon on LA’s KTTV. Utilizing Hollywood star power to sell, with actor, future gove
and president Ronald Reagan, comedians George Burns, Jerry Lewis and Dean Mactingatt
comedic actress Debbie Reynolds and baseball’'s own Jackie Robinson showing support for the
stadium, the public was sold. As a result, the referendum to build the stadium passedlin recor
fashionthenfor voting on a proposaP.

Soon after, the local taxpayers filed a lawsuit that made its way to the U.Sm8upre
Court that contended that O’Malley received favoritism in selecting Chaveadravinot

20 Brent Shyer. The Biography of Walter O’Malley. Urdwn: O'Malley Seidler Partners, LLC.; 2006. 4.
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following a “public purpose” clause. The lawsuit was ruled in favor of O’Malley. At#mee
time, the Arechigas family ‘squatted’ the area though they owned 11 propertiesiiy.the c

O’Malley opened Dodger Stadium in April 1962, the first privately financed ballpark
since ‘The House that Ruth Built.” With a plan to possibly seat 85,000 in a sextuple-tiered
stadium, Walter O’Malley saw large crowds flock immediately to thesgaiténhis diamond
jewel of the west coast.

As Brent Shyer reflects ihhe Biography of Walter O’'MalleyAs President of the
Brooklyn and Los Angeles Dodgers, one of baseball’'s most enduring and beloved teams, he
inscribed his reputation as an astute owner. In his pioneering move of the Brooklyn Dodgers to
the West Coast, he advanced the nationwide growth and success of th& gpuet.”
advancement ‘west’ placed O’'Malley amongst the most influential sportedigdithe 26
century, but much of that could be considered good timing, the poor attendance in Brooklyn in
the 1950’s and the Dodgers profound stance on the issue of race.

Dodger Stadium of the 1960’s through to present day would host some of the largest
crowds and annually break attendance records with the likes of Sandy Koufax, Don Drysdale,
Tommy John, Don Sutton, Burton Hooton, Mike Welch, Fernando Valenzuela, Orel Hershisher,
Ron Perranoski and Mike Marshall on the bump. With its vast foul territory, spacious power
alleys and nighttime favoritism of pitchers, it would become a hurler’'s haven andtlaiow
Dodgers to remain atop the National League solidly as an elite organization fexttaree
decades.

2 Mead William B. The Explosive Sixties: BasebalDscade of Expansion. Alexandria, Virginia: Redefimi Books; 1989. 48.
22 Brent Shyer. The Biography of Walter O’Malley. Urdwn: O'Malley Seidler Partners, LLC.; 2006. 4.
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LA’s Dodger Stadium — The Crown Jewel of West Coast baseball for 45 years

As Graph 5.1.1. reflects, the Dodgers set three attendance records from 1962-1990, while
going on two different runs of success behind the arms mentioned above. The Brooklyn Dodgers
had put together four pennants from 1952-56 with position players Jackie Robinson, Duke
Snider, Carl Furillo, Pee Wee Reese, Gil Hodges and Roy Campanella, and pitchers Don
Newcombe, Carl Erskine, Clem Labine, Johnny Podres and Joe Black. But their attendance wa
falling off dramatically from the successful late 1940’s, lending foundation to the westey
Walter O’Malley.

In a similar way to the Boston Red Sox of the late 1910’s, even with their pennants, people
did not come. (Se€linton Erg But unlike Boston’s owner Harry Frazee, who sold off Ruth
andplentyof pitching, the Dodgers did not sell off their players — they just relocated, rebuilt and

reinforced their winning ways.

Graph 5.1.1.Dodger Attendance from 1940-1990
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Brooklyn/Los Angeles Dodgers Attendance 1940-90
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During the 1960’s, eleven new ballparks were built with almost identical dimensions and
symmetrical layouts to Dodger Stadium’s, starting with the horrendandlestick Parkn 1960
(known as a wind tunnel experiment gone wrong.) In Jim Brosireriaant Racea very apt
description of this wind tunnel: “Candlestick Park is the grossest error in theytuétonjor
league baseball. Designed, at the corner table in Left O’Doul’s, a Frisco salomo, by t
politicians and an itinerant ditchdigger, the ball park slants toward the bay — i $dgs
toward the bay and before long will be under water, which is the best place*foFtie™ Stick’
was known for its fog rolling in at dusk, bitter cold nights and winds that blew players around
like candy wrappers. And forget pop-ups; a major league infielder in foul ground was more
likely to get a date in the stands than a baseball in flight.

% Brosnan Jim. Pennant Race. New York: Harper & IBrot; 1962. 188.
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Candlestick Park under construction — The Park thatSatanBuilt

Candlestick Park would become better known as a football haunt — where Joe Montana,
Dwight Clark, Ronnie Lott, Jerry Rice and Steve Young would win four Super Bow! tivies fr
1982 to 1995. The Giants would play 40 years in The Stick, amassing 3,259 —3,083 regular
season record while appearing in two World Series, before movinBaat&ell Park soon to
be calledSBC ParkthenAT &T Park all in a matter six years.

The decade also saw the erection of stadiums in Minneapolis, Los Angeles (twice),
Atlanta, St. Louis, Oakland, San Diego, New York, Montreal and Houston. With the one in

Houston being known as ti8& wonder of the World
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The concept of this indoor stadium was inspired by the desigheoColosseurm
ancient Rome and mind of Roy Hofheinz, a lawyer, judge and pdittidhis $35 million dome
was almost a necessity since Houst@dt Stadiumwas at best, an oven, at worst, an angry
mosquito colony in mid-summer. The park was a single-level, stove-top ballpark, thaesaw t
worst of a Texas summer, once sending over 70 people and an umpire to seek medicakassistanc
during a June 1962 twin bill. Ballplayers took salt tablets and regularly lost 10-15 Ibs. auring
sweltering homestands. Even the National League changed the rules; allowing Sghtay ni
games (now the norm for two teams in BEf#PNworld) to assist players and fans alike.

With the torrid Houston summers, Hofheinz’s vision found immediate support with the
locals since the attendance tripled (2,151,470) over the usual crowds thségesdn in the
dome, even with a"™place finish. But the real problems for ballplayers came in managing the
ballparks other field-related quirks.

First, the daylight that diffused through semi-transparent tiles in ceilidig mhan
adventure for outfielders to pick up any fly ball or line drive. Potentially dangeroweréelere
equipped with shades until the problem was rectified and baseballs were colored @lénge, y
and cerise by the approval of MI2BAs Curt Flood, a perennial gold glove center fielder
sarcastically noted, “it is worth your life to try to catch a pop fly there...todgries, some
genius ordered that the roof be tinted. The chosen color was most attractive — thelexat&c
baseball. A pop fly remained invisible through much of its flight — white on wftite.”

Next came the grass. It died. The answer came in the form of Monsanto Chemical
Company and their homegrown alternative: Artificial turf. After trying it dug, durface was
considered acceptable to install before the 1966 season, and the Astros, named in honor of the
government-run Aeronautical group (NASA) famous workers (astronauts), came to be the
technical marvels of Major Leagues in playing in air-conditioned indoor fasjlbi@Astroturf,
with a huge shooting scoreboard and ornate skyboxes serving up Japanese cuisine. (The road
teams complained about the air conditioning being on only when the home team batted.)

This T Astroturf — with multipurpose stadium complexes becoming the staple of the
1970’s and 1980’s baseball (and football) — had a field almost as resilient as rubber, grew hott

than Death Valley (120 ) on a 95-degree day and left any fielder exhausted aftedayong

24 Mead William B. The Explosive Sixties: Baseballscade of Expansion. Alexandria, Virginia: Redefori Books; 1989. 80.
% Mead William B. The Explosive Sixties: BasebalDscade of Expansion. Alexandria, Virginia: Redefim Books; 1989. 84.
26 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New K:oFrident Press; 1971. 55.
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fighting the surface. The surrounding amenities were more important than the glayas,
foul lines, walls and overheads of the future domes. (Minnesota’s Hubert H. Humphrey
Metrodome has a similar ceiling problem and uses a large ‘baggy’ that covaghtheld
wall.)

It was this new ballpark reality that would be imitated by future architethe ditehest of
ownerships’ desires for increasing revenues through luxuries offered to the higghghientele.
(These revenue streams likely were not all baseball-related — since Ketingagame has taken
over.) Judge Hofheinz’s Astrodome also had many high-end creature comforts: a plush

apartment in right field with a bowling alley, magnetic bar and a wedding chapel.

Colt Stadium — Not for the Weak and Weary

It became a common practice to separate the bleacher bum fans from the box@esat patr
and the glass-enclosed corporate heads to further delineate the classemthatlzdseball
game. Upon review, the game has successfully incorporated plenty of amenitigsitkhsal
with the Astrodome (Harris County Domed Staditfiriggering this ultra-modernization of
facilities. (The 2% generation of dome stadiums uses retractable roofs, allowing for differing

playing conditions, to impress.)

2" Mead William B. The Explosive Sixties: BasebalDscade of Expansion. Alexandria, Virginia: Redefim Books; 1989. 80.
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The Houston Astrodome — The 8 Wonder of the World

Riverfront Stadium — The Dominating Home of The Big Red Machine of the 1970’s
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Three Rivers Stadium —-Home to theNe Are Family PirateandThe Steel Curtain

By 1969, more teams meant more schedule changes as Montreal and San Diego entered

the National League. From 1910-1960, teams played 22 games apiece against their opponents.

(154 game schedule) From 1961 —1968, teams scheduled 18 games per 9 teams for 162-game

regular season. But with the advent of the playoff system, and 2 more teams per |&agjng, br
the total to 24, annbalancedschedule was created in 1969.

Table 5.1.2.Schedule Changes during the 1960’s and 1970’s

Different Schedules

One Division (8 teams)

2 Divimns /(6 teams)

2 Divisions/ 7 teams (AL)

154 games (1910-60)

22 games x 7 teams

N/A

N/A

162 games (1961-68)

18 games x 9 teams

N/A

N/A

162 games (1969-76),
AL (1977)

N/A

18 x 5 division, 12 x6 non

division

20 x 6 division, 6 x 7 non-

division

As with any change, in teams played, some teams benefited from divisional siaaldie

others from not playing league opponentthe other divisionThe strength of teams in one
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division also played a factor to who went on in post-season play, whereas before 1960, every
team faced the same opponents equally.

For example: 1973 saw the New York Mets win the NL East 8@tlwvinswhereas the
Cubs finished 8 at 77 victories The Mets had mounted a huge second half comeback to finish 2
games above .500. Cincinnati and Los Angeles won morethgamesn the NL West. As
luck (or timely skill) would have it, the Mets appeared (and lost) in the 1973 World Series

against the Oakland A’s, winners @t games

5.2. Drugs & Baseball Culture: Jim Bouton’s Ball Four

In 1970, Jim Bouton wrote his seminal woBgll Four. Much was made of his outing of the
beyond-the-games antics, unfair salaries negotiated under the ‘reservearidube
ownership’s deceitful manipulations of players that Bouton (ironically) remenalierme great
Pete Rose hollering at him on the mound, “Fuck you, Shakesp&afEhe recounting of
ballplayers taking ‘pep pills’ amongst a host of other disliked actions was onlyagmeto the
Steroid Agendaeen in the Zicentury.

Table 5.2.1.Jim Bouton’s Major League Pitching Statistics

Year LG Team G GS W L ERA IP CG SHO sV SO BB
1962 AL NYA 36 16 7 7 399 133.00 3 1 2 71 59
1963 AL NYA 40 30 21 7 253 24933 12 6 1 148 87
1964 AL NYA 38 37 18 13 3.02 27133 11 4 0 125 60
1965 AL NYA 30 25 4 15 482 15133 2 0 0 97 60
1966 AL NYA 24 19 3 8 269 12033 3 0 1 65 38
1967 AL NYA 17 1 1 0 467 4433 O 0 0 31 18
1968 AL NYA 12 3 1 1 368 4400 1 0 0 24 9

1969 AL SEA 57 1 2 1 391 9200 O 0 1 68 38
1969 NL HOU 16 1 0 2 411 3067 1 0 1 32 12
1970 NL HOU 29 6 4 6 540 7333 1 0 0 49 33
1978 NL ATL 5 5 1 3 497 2900 O 0 0 10 21

Certainly, Bouton could write about the game. Playing on the perennially pennant-
winning Yankees, winning 20 games in a season and sticking around for a decade does lend
credence to his knowledge of the entire sport. He adapted on the field (by using a knuckleball

later in his career) and survived off it. (Even aBatl Four, Bouton pursued a baseball

2 Bouton J. Ball Four: Twentieth Anniversary Editidtiew York: Wiley Publishing, Inc; 1990. ix.



299

comeback, assisted by Bill Veeck and Ted Turner, both mavericks in their own respeggve w
This after a failed sitcom based on the book.)

While commenting on drugs use to get over aches and pains, Bouton states, “ I've tried a
lot of other things through the years — like butazolidin, which is what they give to
horses...novocaine, cortisone and xylocaine. Baseball players will take anythiGgeenies’
are also a topic of discussion, in one passage, Bouton, Don Mincher and Matty Pattin talked
about a teammates recent delivery of dextroamphetetamine: “ ‘Minch, how manyleague
ballplayers do you think take greenies?’ | asked. ‘Half? More?’ * Hell, a lot harehalf,” he
said. ‘Just about the whole Baltimore team takes thdM.”

But this was only teetering on drug precipice in the LBJ era. Much later in the 1980’s, the
criminal trials and media outing of various players as pervasive (and sometouerieg) users
of substances placed a stain on the reputation of baseball. Whereas, in the 1960'’s, various
portions of society begrudgingly and outright accepted usage, this before the imperatiog “w
drugs” was started as early as 1970 with various U.S. legislation. Players &ocimi@sSmith,
Dave Parker, Darrell Porter, Paul Molitor, Mickey Mantle, Doc Ellis, Stevee-awd Dennis
Eckersley, all had various levels of addiction problems, to name only a few. Some addictions
like Mantle’s, would ultimately result in an early death due to liver failure fmohol usage.

The sportswriters of the day got a fair amount of criticism too. Jim Ogle waso&eats
New York sportswriter and a definite critic of who won the games for the Yankees. When J
Bouton was sent down to the minors, Ogle implied the reasons were related to higchaveet
than any performance shortcomings. As Bouton recalls, “...there were some thmigpgeatbout
me he [Ogle] couldn’t even talk about. This left it up to public imagination. What wapIi8tRa
murderer, dope peddler? Jim Ogle wouldn’t s&yOn the flipside, Bouton was friends with a
few cheeky sports scribes such as Maury Allen, Leonard Shecter and Staf’lsaacs.

Racism is also still a prevalent issue as one passage reflects: “ Warddb understand
why he’s resented, though. They feel he doesn’t belong in the big leagues with his way of
umpiring. [Earlier stated as flashy and showboating.] Besides, he’s a Negro abdlitey he’'s
there just because of that This is in reference to Emmett Ashford, a MLB umpire, who

2 Bouton J. Ball Four: Twentieth Anniversary Editidiew York: Wiley Publishing, Inc; 1990. 45.

30 Bouton J. Ball Four: Twentieth Anniversary Editidtew York: Wiley Publishing, Inc; 1990. 211-212.
31 Bouton J. Ball Four: Twentieth Anniversary Editidfiew York: Wiley Publishing, Inc; 1990. 90.

%2 Halberstam David. October 1964. New York: Villddoks; 1994. 43.

33 Bouton J. Ball Four: Twentieth Anniversary Editidsiew York: Wiley Publishing, Inc; 1990. 146.
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according to Bouton hustled and put effort into the undervalued art of baseball umpiring.
Institutional racism went far beyond umpiring ability. As of yet, no African Aca@s were
managers of MLB team, even two decades removed from Jackie’s entrance intoghe gam
Many felt this weight of being the ballplayer, producing on the field, yet receiviley i
opportunity to coach, manage or even own a percentage of a Major League franchise. As Alex
Belth’s bookStepping Ugconfirms, Bob Gibson, MVP of the 1967 World Series, was paid only
$2,500 for his speaking engagements, whereas Boston’s Carl Yastrzemski reported opwar
ten times as much, in his losing effort. Even in triumph, black ballplayers were shuyédhan
their abilities. In the 1968 Olympics, two American track stars (Tommie Smitld@hn Carlos)

would utilize the podium to take a stand against this unfairness and the events of 1968.

Long before Jose Canseco told of the hidden system of owners, sportswriters, managers,
scouts, agents and ballplayers dismissing (or ignoring) steroid use, Bouton spoke vblwmes a
the hidden game, and did it a more entertaining style. But even Bouton had competition on that

front in the words and works of Curtis Charles Flood.

5.3. Free Agency: Curt Flood & the U.S. Supreme Court

His major league career started with a single at bat in 1956, and would not achiauara ot
until 1962, yet Curt Flood (1938 —1995) greatest prominence came in the fight for free agency in
the national pastime in the 1970's.

Growing up in Oakland in late 1940’s and early 1950’s, Flood would first assist, as a
batboy, then played on numerous American Legion ball teams managed by George Pbwles wit
major league greats Frank Robinson and Vada Pinson as teammates then, and,thite fier
Cincinnati Reds. This trio of stars dominated the youth baseball of the area, at EneiBis
Oakland American Legion Post #337 would win back-to-back Junior National Championships in
1949-50. (Robert E. Bentley Post #50 in Cincinnati, OH, coincidentally, was the other youth
powerhouse of the 1940’s and 1950’s, winning titles in 1944, 1947, 1952, 1957 and 1958.)

All of these men would achieve greatness as baseball legends of the future. Frank
Robinson became the only player to win the MVP award in both leagues (1961 and 1966) and 1
African American manager in 1975 for Cleveland. Vada Pinson would play alongside Frank in

Cincinnati, combining speed, power and batting averagaaarauperstar player in the 1960’s.
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Flood was considered the best defensive centerfielder of the 1960’s, winning seven a@secuti
gold gloves from 1963-1969, surpassing Willie Mays (defensively) in setting a mark of 396
chances without an error in 1966. (Only CF Brett Butler has amassed over 375 chanegm(twic
threatening this outfield errorless record.)

Flood, the youngest of six children, had made his way out of a typical 40’s ghetto with
the support and struggles of hard-working parents and encouragement and efforts ohbss sibli
especially his brother Carl, who also had his misfortunes with the “rule of laav'datin his
life. Curt through this hard fight found solace in baseball and painting, utilizing hisggenele
and ability in both endeavors.

Starting at Herbert Hoover Junior High, Flood met art teacher Jim Chambers, who
fostered his talent, became a life-long friend and introduced him to Marian and Johnny
Jorgenson, who also became uniquely influential in Curt’s adult life, professiongllsir{d
spiritually (civil rights), during the tumultuous 1960’s and beyond. As Flood remarked about
Chambers, “He aroused in me the sensibilities that finally enable a paintemioate life
instead of merely illustrating it. He accepted my blackness without fuss. Mamiegly, he
appreciated blackness as a central attribifte.”

Outside of schoolboy requirements, Flood spent his days playing baseball, much like
many other youths that acquire the “Love of the Game.” Between the Powles’ Legitnaed
sunup-to-sundown pursuit of the baseball, his natural ability was noticed and enhanced by these
years of practice. As a result, he was scouted, but found a bit too small (5’77, 140 Ibs. as a
teenager) for many suitors. However, scout Bobby Mattick of the Reds, regarded lais innat
power and baseball instinct highly, enough so that shortly after receiving his diptomhbifh
school, Flood was off to Tampa, Florida for spring training in 1956 with a $4,000 salary for his
making the team.

Flood saw first hand the profound racial bigotry of the Deep South, as compared to a
more tolerant, if nuance, racial categorization of northern California. Fromniti@dgof the
plane, introduction to “colored” water fountains, separate living quarters from wayterg|
plenty of verbal abuse and ostracism from team functions like eating, conversirigeafiame

and restroom breaks, Flood reshaped his belief of what was expected of a black hadipthyer

34 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New K:OFrident Press; 1971. 27.
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did it successfully. Through this first season for the High Point Carolina Leagueoclas Curt
identified it as the “peckerwood leagd@™he hit 29 home runs, batted .340, drove in 128 runs in
all 154 games as an 18-year old. Yet even as he tore up the league, his own teammaszb stil

186

“black nigger®” in describing a youth who had gone after a baseball in pre-game. Flood
admonished his teammate clearly; and never talked to him again.

After this excellent season, his general manager, Gabe Paul, who gainedagaaie
as the leaddn theoryof the mid-1970’s Yankees, offered the same salary for 1957 in class A
Sally League (Southern Atlantic League), the highest minor league. Flood had rnwreakbwt
to accept the offer. He hit .299 to more of the same types of abuses, though as he put it, “not
always as blatant?

During the time, position conversion was discussed — first toa3e for Don Hoak, then
2" base for Johnny Temple — even though, it was soon irrelevant as Flood was traded to St.
Louis because his hometown friend, Vada Pinson, was being added to the Reds’ outfield. The
Reds gave up on a promising twenty-year old, likely not wanting “an all-black outfjeldt
Flood did receive a $5,000 contract from the Cardinals in moving to their organization, a 25%
raise. As Brad SnyderA Well-Paid Slavadds, “ In exchange for Flood and outfielder Joe
Taylor, the Reds acquired three Cardinals pitchers whom sportswriter JinmyNéateradescribed

as ‘a flock of nobodies’.. 3 and further supports, “...Cincinnati was not ready for an all-black

outfield.”*°

Cincinnati’s brain trust of Gabe Paul, manager Birdie Tebbetts and scout Bobby

Mattick contend that Flood had a hitch in his swing and/or was too small to make it to tffe bigs.
(Side Note GM Gabe Paulleft the Reds after the 1960 season, while the Reds would go

to the world series against the 61’ Yankees, after Paul had built the Reds back twyel&ftar

a very brief stint in Houston Colt 45s organization, Paul spent the next decade in Cleseland a

part-owner, general manager and president before tying into the Steinbrennesipgrtodiuy

the Yankees from CBS in 1973. He became largely responsible for the addition of thenfpllowi

35 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New Yofkident Press; 1971. 39.

36 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New Yofkident Press; 1971. 40.

%" Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New Yofkident Press; 1971. 44.

%8 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New Yofkident Press; 1971. 47.

%9 Snyder Brad. A Well-Paid Slave: Curt Flood’s Fifiit Free Agency in Professional Sports. New Ydtenguin Group; 2006.
51.

40 Snyder Brad. A Well-Paid Slave: Curt Flood’s Fifiit Free Agency in Professional Sports. New Ydtenguin Group; 2006.
51.

41 Snyder Brad. A Well-Paid Slave: Curt Flood's Fiiitt Free Agency in Professional Sports. New Ydt&nguin Group; 2006.
52.
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players: 3B Graig Nettles, 1B Chris Chambliss, P Dick Tidrow and OF Oscabl&&om the
Indians; LF Lou Piniella from the Royals; CF Mickey Rivers and P Ed Figueroa lfiem t
Angels; 2B Willie Randolph, P Ken Brett and P Dock Ellis from the Pirates; and %$ Beat
from the White Sox. He also signed P Catfish Hunter and RF Reggie Jackson geritegna

building the Yankees into ‘The Bronx Zoo.")

In hindsight, the fact Flood did not sue (against the trdm)was due to youthful
ignorance; histill budding desire to play in the majors; and the positive anger at being tossed
away by the only organization he had known which strengthened his resolve as a ballplayer.

However, his next organization was not yet a bastion of color blindness.

As Flood grew older, and became a star on the field, his relationship to baseball changed,
eventually resulting in the lawsuit filed to stop his trade without consent aftéd@®season.

His move to St. Louis in 1958 was not without a period of adjustment as he was still in southern
city, with a long history of racial bias, and, with a new manager, Solly Hemus, whoe@pla

Fred Hutchinson, who had truly wanted Flood to play centerfield regularly. (And@iscally

took over in Cincinnati during 1959-1964.)

Manager Solly Hemus spelled a part-time role for Flood. He also held back Bob Gibson,
thinking both were uneducated and inferior, while the Cardinals were at the back of traNati
League. Hemus ignored and avoided Flood, experimenting with various players in ddnterfie
including fellow African-American Bill White, whose slick first base heat(six gold gloves)
and solid bat (.286 lifetime) was no match for center due to slow-footedness. Gino Cimoli, Ca
Warwick, Don Taussig and Don Landrum would also find days patrolling Sportsman’s Park
centerfield.

In one instance, Hemus, as a player-manager, started a bench-clearing braanblaftk
pitcher, Pittsburgh’s Bennie Daniels, had thrown a “message pitch.” The nextgfiesulted in
Hemus throw his bat at Daniels. But Hemus calling Daniels a “black bastarétpceall this
one-upmanship several innings earlier. Hemus made it a point to tell his playesavioked
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the response by Danie€fsFrom that point forward, all black players under Hemus knew why the
lineups were structured poorly and they were given short ropes for any mistakes made.

Later, Hemus would write a “oops | screwed up on you” letter after Flood was labeled a
goat in the 1968 Series, while misplaying a Jim Northrup drive on a soggy turf. Yet, Hainus ha
also said previously, “I never thought you’'d make it in the National League.” Flood fumed on
both occasion$®

After Hemus was fired from his first and only MLB field management role in1R6y,

Flood gained the favor of salty coach Johnny Keane quickly. Flood became more assured of his
position and importance to the success of the team, seeing that Keane was a ihiffieyeoit

from the religious clotff, and able to see the things Flood struggled with and respecting Flood'’s
demeanor and intellect. As Flood puts it, “a gentle person with a competent grasp af¢he ga

but no special prowes§”

Flood would be the regular centerfielder for the next eight seasons, until 1970, in St.
Louis. Keane, the manager wassentiallygot fired, and rehired, and quit all during the course
of winning the 1964 World Series, went to the faltering Yankees in 1965. Johnny Keane was
fired in 1966 for Ralph Houk and passed away in 1967.

Off the field, Flood would meet people that shaped his ideas and attitudes during this
time. Starting in 1961, Flood, along with future National League President Bill Whutgd w
meet likely the most influential sports figure since Jackie Robinsorc@tainly the most
visible until Michael Jordan) in Cassius Clay, a.k.a Muhammad Ali.

Ali, a gold medal winner in 1960, was just starting out his professional career. All wer
attending a Nation of Islam meeting in Florida that ultimately turned off a&étinrits overriding
message. So they left. Ali would soon fight outside the ring, being branded a cowardatitor
ultimately, a felon, as hefused to fightn the Vietham War. To paraphrase Muhammad Ali:

“No Vietcong ever called me nigger.” It took a Supreme Court ruling in favor of Ali tdwwer

a five-year prison sentence handed down by the lower courts.

42 Snyder Brad. A Well-Paid Slave: Curt Flood’s Fifiit Free Agency in Professional Sports. New Ydtenguin Group; 2006.
53-54.

43 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New KoFrident Press; 1971. 72-73.

44 Snyder Brad. A Well-Paid Slave: Curt Flood’s Fifiit Free Agency in Professional Sports. New Ydtenguin Group; 2006.
54,

45 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New K:OFrident Press; 1971. 65.
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In February of 1962, Flood attended an NAACP rally in Jackson, Mississippi with
baseball HOF Jackie Robinson and boxing great Archie Moore. Flood’s attendance was the
beginning of a larger awakening to the bigger picture of Civil Rights.

Also in 1962, Flood met with his former art teacher, Jim Chambers, who introduced him
to John and Marion Jorgenson, a couple in the Bay Area. In this meeting, Curt became intrigued
and stirred in his convictions by a progressive couple that was not like typical f&ith. the
Civil Rights era in full swing, their relationship deepened into a business parnmiershi
engraving and enduring friendship in legal maffettsat would be essential in Flood’s upcoming
fight. (John Jorgenson was murdered in late 1966 by a black teéhager.

As much as Flood matured into a socially conscience man, he struggled with everyday
problems of a married twenty-something in the 1960s. His marriage to BeverlysCalsoon-
to-be and rare African-American model, in 1958 was strained often by the predicantemislof
and children. As Flood’s career took him over the road seven months or more per year, his
adopted children, Gary and Debbie, were left to mom’s care nearly always.

Beverly and Curt felt the tension alike, as any nhumber of concerns, prominently Gary’'s
heart was defective, causing seizures, kept the young couple from maturing together.

Even more problematic was their living arrangements suffered after 1964 championshi
season as they attempted to rent a home in Alamo, California, a suburb of Oakland. The owner’s
boyfriend made a threat, resulting in a restraining order to be issued. Flood'sitaiigeriow
five children and his wife, would scarcely set up house before other altercations and

intimidations resulted in his marriage to €fid.

Flood in 1965 likely had his best overall season. While his marriage lay in shambles, he
peaked (at 27-28 years old) as a professional ballplayer. Hitting .310, with 191 hits, 30 doubles,

11 home runs, 90 runs and a team/career-best 51 walks, Flood missed 11 games due to a leg

“6 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersyR.
New York: Persea Books; 2006. 70.

“" Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersyR.
New York: Persea Books; 2006. 91.

8 Flood Curt, Carter Richard. The Way It Is. New Y:ofkident Press; 1971. 122.

“9 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersRts.
New York: Persea Books; 2006. 91-94.
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injury with little ado>® He received the J.G. Taylor Spink award for St. Louis Baseball Man of
the Year beating out star teammates Brock and Gibson. He also earn@dthisght Gold

Glove. Yet, his performance had only earned him $35,000 in g8% 1966 season saw Flood
garner only a $10,000 raise, while many movie star performers earned upwards of $1,000,000
per movie>

The Cardinals were in the midst of a complete makeover as newly minted GM Bob
Howsam took over for 196@xecutive of the YeaBing Devine. Devine had lost his job mid-

1964, resulting partly in the fracture in relations between Johnny Keane and the Cardinals
(Branch Rickey and Leo Durocher were substantially in the mix of this confusion.)

After the improbable championship, coming back to overtake the Phillies in the last week
of the regular season, the Cardinals were ready to resign Keane. Keane balked Braohtf
Rickey was fired. Howsam took over operations. And Forrffeb@&eman extraordinaire Red
Schoendienst was hired to manage the team. The team suffered injuries in 1965 and never quite
got on track, finishing 80-81, 16 games in the mirror of the Dodgers.

With the Dodgers in mind, St. Louis was about to open Busch Stadium, a state-of-the-art,
if sterile-looking complex, that had large power alleys and soon, unyielding heat ornythg pla
surface. With Astroturf baking in 95 July heat, the temperature could reach 120d & viell.

The necessity to have extremely fast outfielders with great conditioregBttock and Flood)
meant the team would attempt to move away from a slow, banging-out-home runs-for-runs
offense.

Only in 1967 did the Cardinals achieve immediate success, shortly after opening Busch
Stadium. That season, the Cardinals won more on the road (52-28) than at home (49-32.) Their
road record was assisted +19 home run differential, 369-256 run differential (leading in both
categories) and a balanced pitching staff, with Steve Carlton and Bob Gibson heading up 5
pitchers with 10+ victories. The need for speed had not won the title, but pitching, timety hitt
and defense had put the Cardinals back as champions.

The Real Beginning of A Labor Union

50 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersyRis. New York:
Persea Books; 2006. 96.
51 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersyRis. New York:
Persea Books; 2006. 95.
52 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersyRis. New York:
Persea Books; 2006. 98.
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Meanwhile baseball saw its first real leader in player negotiations hitddrivin Miller
in 1966. Miller, who had worked for the largest union in the country, the Steelworkers, took over
for the handpicked representative Judge Robert Cannon who was found to be too congenial to
owners and too difficult in his contract demands.

In 1959, Judge Robert Cannon had been hired as representative for the MLBPA. His
appointment prior to Marvin Miller's was a direct opposite to Miller's tact@annon supported
the reserve clause, purported the pension plan as “finest in existence” and relavees be
labor and management were “magnificetit.Obviously, his viewpoint was not shared by some
players, when, by the spring 0f1966, star pitchers Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale made a
public stand to renegotiate their contracts, successfully garnering rargestavould be the tall
end of their careers.

But Sport lllustratedmocked their holdout for a better deal: “At first the K-D entry
demanded three-year contracts, full ownership of California and Nevada and thgicS#iate
Command, plus options on the Mississippi River and Philadelphia, all of which was above the
presidential guidelines>® Koufax and Drysdale were asking for three-year contracts of
$1,000,000 in total. They both would receive one-year contracts slightly over $100,000 with
Koufax retiring after pitching the 1966 season through enormous pain to his left elbow. (This
pain and injury would have been handled differently inpibet Tommy John surgery ethat
just happenedo be another LA Dodger.)

Both Koufax and Drysdale had dominated the National League, racking up an average of
300 innings per season, 21 victories per season per man and roughly a .210 batting average
allowed to opposing hitters. Yet, their only recourse in negotiations during record atienda
years and World Series appearances for the Dodgers was to hold out for more moneyt. Contrac
disputes were not on the docket for the less-than-two decade old labor union.

Table 5.3.1.Pitchers between 1963-1966 with over 900 IP

53 Miller James E. The Baseball Business: PursuimmBets & Profits in Baltimore. Chapel Hill, NC: Thiiversity of North
Carolina Press; 1990. 142.

4 Mead William B. The Explosive Sixties: BasebalDscade of Expansion. Alexandria, Virginia: Redefim Books; 1989.
115.
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Pitcher Wins Losses IP Hits BA Allow

Don Drysdale 73 61 1,218.7 1078 0.228
Juan Marichal 93 35 1,193.0 952 0.210
Sandy Koufax 97 27 1,192.7 825 0.187
Jim Bunning 69 44  1,137.7 1006 0.228
Bob Gibson 78 45 1,121.3 927 0.216
Larry Jackson 67 65 1,085.0 1046 0.243
Dick Ellsworth 58 65 1,039.0 1038 0.250
Dean Chance 60 54 1,011.7 826 0.214
Claude Osteen 56 56 996.7 969 0.245
Jim Kaat 70 45 990.3 964 0.245
Chris Short 64 42 988.0 876 0.228
Mudcat Grant 61 47 976.7 957 0.246
Jim Maloney 74 34 946.3 721  0.203
Tony Cloninger 66 a7 924.7 837 0.232
Earl Wilson 53 53 907.7 832 0.234

Prior to that time, the concept of labor unions and contract disputes had first surfaced
shortly after World War 1. In 1946, Robert Murphy, a Harvard-educated lawyer, attbtopte
unionize the game of baseball, this after talking to the Boston Braves players aibout the
particular gripes. His plan was derailed via a one-team vote in Pittsburgh —isghpgstting
that far — only to indirectly influence the formation of a weak company-like Jnidhe
“agreement” reached entailed a pension fund, 30 days of barnstorming, $25 per week and a cap
on salary reduction of 25%.

Miller’s first task was to introduce himself and the players to the rightsdaftl to them
by law. He found hostility from numerous teams as he offered his presentation. Luckips he w
undeterred. In one exchange, with the Yankees team, he engaged Jim Bouton in a conversation
about the unfairness of the reserve clause. Bouton suggested that if players moyetdrep
financial teams would get all the stars. Miller replied was that any @ifférom a team
(Bouton’s team) that had won thirty pennants in the last forty-five yeaster his trip to all
twenty teams, and listening to their concerns, Miller was voted in as the exetitgster of the
Players’ Association.

The Ending of a Career, the Beginning of a Fight

Before Flood’s Supreme Court case, Marvin Miller had irritated the establsiame

initiated perplexed thoughts in the players by utilizing the words of those running the show.

55 Allen Lee. 100 Years of Baseball: The Intimate &mdmatic Story of Modern Baseball from the Ganigginnings Up to the
Present Day. New York: Bartholomew House, Inc.;AL.296-298.
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Buzzie Bavasi, long-time Dodger general manager, had done numerous interviewsyithome
Sports lllustratediwhich spouted the tricks of the trade to gaining compliance by the players.
One trick, the fake contract of another player left on the desk for effect, often caasd
accept less than they would likely negotiate, if otherwise properly informed omptisétions:’

Shortly thereafter, Marvin Miller constructing the first basic agreeletween owners
and players on February 19, 1968, lasting two seasons. Though it included minimum salary
requirements, increased per diem, umbrella-ed Uniform Player’s Contractygiestijand
ultimately) the deciding blow was the inclusion of grievance procedure for conspates.

Initially, this grievance protocol included a three-person panel of ownership, union and the
commissioner. But soon enough, a one-man impartial arbitrator would be the deciding factor.

1968 proved to be a devastating and turning point year with the assassination of Martin
Luther King Jr. (whom Flood portrayed in an art piece) and Robert F. Kennedy, while the nation
reeled from the Vietnam War and the Tet Offensive. As a result the course ilcdmas
slowly reversed out of Vietham, and a nation elected Richard M. Nixon to the presidency, tha
became the second president to face high crimes and misdemeanor charges, neatg 100 ye
after Andrew Johnson faced such charges.

Baseball saw the Year of the Pitcher — with Bob Gibson’s 1.12 ERA and the game’s
lowest runs per game total since Teddy Roosevelt had haunted the White House — and Curt
Flood hit .301, earning theports lllustrateccover of “Baseball’'s Best Centerfielder.” Yet, the
outcome of the 1968 World Series and the aftermath, as hashed out by the St. Louis media, was
that the Cardinals (and Curt Flood) were overpaid, materialistic and “underminingryhe
structure of baseball.” Ownership had for years passed this sentiment to thewitbdize(
media passing it to the fans), allowing out details of player’s finances, yehgebpir own
accounting books under firm lock and kéy.

57 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The StofyQurt Flood and His Fight for Baseball PlayersyRis. New York:
Persea Books; 2006. 111.
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After the 1968 Series, baseball would see
changes to the playing field, modification to the
playoffs, ‘division’ play and a new pro-
ownership commissioner. The player’s union
would fight for increasing portion of television
revenues and asked for contribution to the player
pension of $125 per player in 1969. Gibson and
Flood would make $215,000 between them, as
St. Louis highest paid players ever. With these
modifications, conflicts would ensue for years to
come as adjustments to the game, the designated

Curt Flood play at Wrigley Field hitter (DH) rule, player strikes, lockouts by

gains the often-curse8I Cover owners, commissioner follies and the business of
baseball (contracts) would become the track on
which the 1970’s would run.

After a poor showing in the 1969 by the Cardinals, while the Miracle Mets won their first
title over the dumbfounded Chicago Cubs, Flood had grow further apart from his owner, Gussie
Busch, and Bing Devine, the general manager. After being labeled disgruntled and edertpric
was not unusual to be traded by his long-time employer. But by then, Flood had been through a
decade of high expectations, triumphs on the field, loss of a marriage, cultural aangakeni
professional and artistic success and personal matters in decline. He had grown liphend fe
power of a man awakened to what was wrong.

In Stepping UpFlood would state the crux of his belief system to Ken BurBsageball

“I'm a child of the sixties, I'm a man of the sixties. During that period of ting thi

country was coming apart at the seams. We were in Southeast Asia...Good men were

dying for America and for the Constitution. In the southern part of the United States we

were marching for civil rights and Dr. King had been assassinated, and we lost the

Kennedys. And to think that merely because | was a professional baseball player, | could
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ignore what was going on outside the walls of Busch Stadium...All of those rights that

these great Americans were dying for, | didn’t have in my own profes3ion.”

Little did Curt know that the1969 season would be his last as a full-time major leaguer.
And the beginning of his full-time legal battle for rights.

Flood v. Kuhn 407 U.S. 258 (1972)

When Curt Flood (with others) was traded to Philadelphia for Richie Allen (and others) on
October 9, 1969 via a phone call made by “middle-echelon coffee drinker in the front office” he
was left little choice but to fight the trade. At first, he used the tacticlbfétire,” hoping that

would stave off the trade. Next, he consulted with Marion Jorgenson and Allen Zermargra lawy
who assisted Flood in his photography business, on the prospect of suing baseball. After this
discussion, his options were bleakly clear: retire, sue or go to Philadelphia.

With the trade still on, he finally consulted with Marvin Miller and Dick Moss in New
York. Their advice was that this was an uphill battle, with a likely loss of any futlraseball
and personal struggles coming with the fight. Flood was educated on the prior cases and quick
settlements by others that challenged the game. (Outfielder Danny Gartiellsetited, and
minor leaguer George Toolson, who lost in a U.S. Supreme Court ruling.)

Beyond the unlikelihood of winning, the financial cost to move a case forward, from the
filing to likely appeals phase to an eventual ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court, was high, and
could take years, if at all. (Since the court decides to hear only a very smatitpgecef cases
submitted for review.) The toll could be unbearable and certainly, baseball ownershipritad ple
of influence on its side — namely, the power to wield influence over the media, turn ptajers a
fans against his legitimate concern and cut off other avenues of employment for Fiityd. La
even in a win, no damage award was likely to occur. In essence, Curt Flood would be fighting on

principle alone, with the benefit for future players alone.

%9 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The Story@irt Flood and His Fight for Baseball Players’ iRig New York:
Persea Books; 2006. 151.
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After going to Marvin Miller, Curt had to convince (or go it alone) the Player’s Union of
the worthiness of the cause, explain away any selfish motivation and give adedumatayes
that it was not “race motivated.” The Player’s Union voted to support him unanimously.

Miller made a crucial decision to obtain a legal expert of the highest ordeerform
Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg. Justice Goldberg was an ant-trust espediase
acquaintance from Miller's Steelworker’s Union days, with Miller assgsGoldberg. The
prospect of being a former justice arguing before to the current court must have been a
motivating factor for Justice Goldberg.

Flood’s legal team initiated their attack by sending “the letter” to the cesionier,
Bowie Kuhn, on Christmas Eve, 1969. The most biting line, “I do not feel that | am a piece of
property to be bought and sold irrespective of my wishes.” Kuhn'’s response, in part, flligertai
agree with you that you, as a human being, are not a piece of property...However, | cannot see
its applicability to the situation at hand.” The remainder of Kuhn’s response wad,dgbrdia
strictly, legal meandering around the reserve clause, which was at the haattlibGd’s letter.

After this exchange of letters, Flood went to the media, specifically, Howaedl Galso
would be a long-time friend of Muhammad Ali and always pushed the envelope in sports
reporting. In the interview, Cosell was aware of Curt’s salary in St. Louis tdwWwood's reply
came: “A well-paid slave is nonetheless a sldld=lood’s interjection of this analogy led a
rampant amount of fans and sportswriters to mistake “his case” as a cause ffacehw his
money” more than betterment of the game.

Other writers, like David Halberstam, understood what the reserve clausentpdesr
the African-American ballplayer, a throwback to Jim Crow times, the GildechAdehe pre-
Civil War era, which all violated rights and human digfiftgupport came sparingly from a few
players, with former teammate Lou Brock and trade-swap player Richie Alliexg gierbal
support. For most, the possibility of getting the ownerships and managers individually upset
meant saying nothing was in a players’ best interest. Outspoken management S [goctieas
Carl Yastrzemski, did little to improve Flood’s public perception as a greedy b&at souwd a
danger to the financial viability of America’s National pastime.

%0 Belth Alex, McCarver Tim. Stepping Up: The Story@irt Flood and His Fight for Baseball Players’ iRig New York:
Persea Books; 2006. 158.
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A unique website — http://www.businessofbaseball.com — pésted v. Kuhnd07 U.S. 258
(19722, where the court upheld the long standing exemption to anti-trust laws in Major League
Baseball by continuing abidancesiare decisis (let the decision starset forth inFederal
Baseball Club v. National League, 259 U.S. 200 (1@22)Toolson v. New York Yankees, Inc.,
346 U.S. 356 (1953 he Supreme Court’s then controlling decision (written by Justice

Blackmun) referenced several viewpoints:

1. In the 1952 Report of the Subcommittee on Study of Monopoly Power of the House
Committee on the Judiciary, H. R. Rep. No. 2002, 82d Cong., 2d Sess., 229, it was said,
in conclusion:

"On the other hand the overwhelming preponderance of the evidence established
baseball's need for some sort of reserve clause. Baseball's history showadtiat ¢
conditions prevailed when there was no reserve clause. Experience points to no feasible
substitute to protect the integrity of the game or to guarantee a comparatesly e
competitive [407 U.S. 258, 278jruggle. The evidence adduced at the hearings would
clearly not justify the enactment of legislation flatly condemning thevestause."

2. Citing Mr. Justice Clark:

"If this ruling is unrealistic, inconsistent, or illogical, it is sufficientanswer, aside from

the distinctions between the businesses, that were we considering the question 8f baseba
for the first time upon a clean slate we would have no doubts. But Federal Baseball held
the business of baseball outside the scope of the Act. No other business claiming the
coverage of those cases has such an adjudication. We, therefore, conclude that the orderly
way to eliminate error or discrimination, if any there be, is by legislation and rooiuioly
decision. Congressional processes are more accommodative, affording the wholg industr
hearings and an opportunity to assist in the formulation of new legislation. The resulting
product is therefore more likely to protect the industry and the public alike. The whole
scope of congressional action would be known long in advance and effective dates for the
legislation could be set in the future without the injustices of retroactivity apdssur

which might follow court action.” 352 U.S., at 450 -452 (footnote omitted).

3. Blackmun’s list:

Professional baseball is a business and it is engaged in interstate commerce.

52 Blackmun W, Burger W, Douglas and Marshall T. Flao Kuhn 407 U.S. 258 (1972). United States Supr@wurt Reporter
407 U.S. 258 (1972); 2006 July Jattp://www.BusinessofBaseball.conast Accessed July 14, 2006.
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With its reserve system enjoying exemption from the federal antitrust bessball
is, in a very distinct sense, an exception and an anofedgral Basebaland
Toolsonhave become an aberration confined to baseball.

Even though others might regard this as "unrealistic, inconsistent, or illogeal," s

Radovich,352 U.S., at 452the aberration is an established one, and one that has been

recognized not only ifFederal Basebaland Toolson, but iShubert, International

Boxing, and Radoviglas well, a total of five consecutive cases in this Court. It is an
aberration that has been with us now for half a century, one heretofore deemed fully
entitled to the benefit ftare decisisand one that has survived the Court's expanding
concept of interstate commerce.

It rests on a recognition and an acceptance of baseball's unique charactadstics a
needs. Other professional sports operating interstate - football, [407 U.S. 258, 283]
boxing, basketball, and, presumably, hockey and-ga# not so exempt.

The advent of radio and television, with their consequent increased coverage and
additional revenues, has not occasioned an overrulirgadral Basebaland

Toolson.

The Court has emphasized that since 1922 baseball, with full and continuing
congressional awareness, has been allowed to develop and to expand unhindered by
federal legislative action. Remedial legislation has been introduced mdgeaate

Congress but none has ever been enacted. The Court, accordingly, has concluded that
Congress as yet has had no intention to subject baseball's reserve system ¢b the rea
of the antitrust statutes. This, obviously, has been deemed to be something other than
mere congressional silence and passivity. Cf. Boys Markets, Inc. v. Retail Clerks
Union, 398 U.S. 235, 241242 (1970).

The Court noted iRadovich 352 U.S., at 452that the slate with respect to baseball

is not clean. Indeed, it has not been clean for half a century.

The Court has expressed concern about the confusion and the retroactivity problems
that inevitably would result with a judicial overturningkgderal Baseballlt has

voiced a preference that if any change is to be made, it come by legislative action

that, by its nature, is only prospective in operation.
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In ruling in the majority, the case was upheld more so on ‘the infeasibility of changing’
and ‘resulting confusion from it’ than any legal merits of prior cases cited. Natriton that
the restatement of superfluous facts existing around the gaaseBallmakesfor a weak
decision. Further evidence of this weakness is reflected in Justice Dougtasrayiiis
allegiance from his prior decision foolson v. New York Yankees, Inc., 346 U.S. 356 (1953)
stating he has “lived to regret it.” Additionally, Chief Justice Burger nayrbwedds, suggesting,
“grave reservations.”
Whereas, Justices Marshall and Brennan dissenting opinion (now woulebtld an
holding) reflects correctly:
“The importance of the antitrust laws to every citizen must not be minimized. Téhayg a
important to baseball players as they are to football players, lawyers, doctoenbers
of any other class of workers. Baseball players cannot be denied the benefits of
competition merely because club owners view other economic interests as being more
important, unless Congress says so.
Has Congress acquiesced in our decisions in Federal Baseball Club and Toolson? I think
not. Had the Court been consistent and treated all sports in the same way baseball was
treated, Congress might have become concerned enough to take action. But, the Court
was inconsistent, and baseball was isolated and distinguished from all other sports. In
Toolson the Court refused to act because Congress had been silent. But the Court may
have read too much into this legislative inaction.”

Much has been written good and bad about the dealings and legal obfuscations of Marvin
Miller, former Major League Baseball Player Association Executiveddor. That his work can
be seen in the favorable Messersmith/McNally decision; that overturned the&etause’; and
which was often derided as a harbinger of terrible outcomes for the game. Yet wigimdlic
perseverance in the sport, the game continued on, expanded financially, and experienced only
two major setbacks in 1981 and 1994. His viewpoints and work continually put pressure on the
owners and luckily for Major League players, his legal ability won for playgingsrmost people
in America treasure, but rarely understand.

Yet, in these legal cases brought by Curt Flood and later, Andy Messersmith, thete woul

begin a heated discussion about what basappkars to bgby all owners, most media
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observers, and some fans) in @a&rter-Clinton Era A money-driven proposition for players. In
Thelmage of Their Greatnesbaseball historians Donald Honig and Lawrence Ritter, labeled an
entire chapteollar Decade, The $eventie$he implication being players receiving salary
upgrades, as one comment reflects: “Omens for the later seventies: theDeodde was on its
way! Financial and legal expertise were becoming necessities fau tt@urant baseball fan®

In 1972, before the change of free agency, 24 players were making over $100,000 per
season, the benchmark then for a top sdiaty.late 1940’s, Joe DiMaggio was the first
$100,000 player — even in the twilight of his career — and 25 years later, the barrier had barely
moved upward, reflecting stagnation in player’s salaries, while revenue stineanmcreased
substantially due to television and media promotion. (In 1969, baseball television revenue was
$50 million. Total player salaries were $20 milliti.

As a result of unionizing, players became more consciously aware of the unfairness i
contracts and salaries, even though many top players stayed with the managemepihghilos

But to be fair, MLB players are only obtaining proper (if sometimes, unfathomable to
some) compensation for their skills given tmenparatively greateability of ownership to make
evengreater profitsfrom more outlets than a player can: local and national TV contracts, gate
receipts, local and national advertising, sports memorabilia, concessions and radanspuajst
that varied group. This is the hallmark of the free-market system.

Player’s careers are also cut short due to injury, changed by trades or wash out by
inability to perform. And many (drafted out of high school) are neglectful of their ediucat
do other things, unless hired by a ball team after their careers (ending sonmetinedslate
20’s.) Ownership can stay for significantly longer times, has ability to turrntgpmfiselling the
franchise and careinvent the tearmany times over during a normal capital life cycle of 30
years. As another point, prior to treserve clause’s nullificatigrmost players had made only
whatoneowner allowed. Not able to shop their skills to the highest bidder — the hallmark of
America’s free-enterprise system.

What is clear is that all owners, playarsd educated fanseed to, ought to come to a
reasonable, well-planned and logical strategy to pay in accordance to performaapethe

53 Ritter Lawrence, Honig Donald. The Image of Thaieatness: An lllustrated History of Baseball frb&00 to the Present.
New York: Crown Publishers, Inc; 1984. 319.

54 Ritter Lawrence, Honig Donald. The Image of Thaieatness: An lllustrated History of Baseball frb®00 to the Present.
New York: Crown Publishers, Inc; 1984. 319-321.
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salaries in accordance to the fans abilities to pay and to understand each aspesymwitioiic
relationship. The boundaries are not impossible to set — if small market, large ovankeship
could first settle their squabbles — and would keep the game safe for future gentvatiatcs.
But as is usually the case, as long as fans are willing t&12@s of dollars to watch their teams
daily, the slight cosmetic changes to this current free-masistem will come at a price much
greater than is currently envisioned. And its possible the Naticaetinfe will regress much
further than ever before. (It will not happen tomorrow — but the ratalafy increases as of
2003-2006 willeventuallyresult in severe changes to the game.)

With the decision of Peter Sietz, the most important change (to team’s starudure
overall management) came in the off-season deallitgs. Agencyecame a rule of life for the
General Managers. Thieserve clausgas invalidated as a tool to keep players indefinitely tied
to a ball team. The rationale for 100 years had been to give owners over arching powers to
control the money to pay players with one-year contracts and leaving playeshitites but to
continue playing for that particular team. Challenges to the ‘reserve’ siisigineen made,
however, the courts continually, if befuddling so, allowed ownership to set the ruleshafter t
Seitz ruling, the owners were no longer able to purely command players at their beckoning

Curt Flood died after a long battle against throat cancer on January 20, 1997 — Martin

Luther King Day. His legacy is not in winning a court battle, but in winning the CiviitRigar.

5.4. Astroturf & Stealing: The Weapon of Choice for Whitey Herzog

After watching offense take a precipitous downturn for a number of seasons in the 1960s, the
early 1970s presented a real case for running more on the base paths. The new ball fields buil
had incorporated another factor to contend with, unlike an entire generation of ballplagers bor
in the 1930’s and 1940’s had ever envisiorfestroturf .

It made its way into numerous places — The Houston Astrodome, Three Rivers,
Comiskey (for a time), Veteran’s Stadium and Riverfront, amongst a larger-gangprequired
more speedo contend with balls hit in gaps and corners of the outfield. Infielders also learn
quickly to utilize the field as a way to get throws to tflddseman. (Cincinnati’'s SS Dave

Concepcion innovated the one-hop throw, depending on the turf's current corfdifonl)

66 Rieland Randy. The New Professionals. Alexandfieginia: Redefinition, Inc.; 1989. 112.
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misplayed high pop-ups could result in triples if the runner was fast and bold enough. As then
All-Star Boston CF Fred Lynn remarked, “I have to play deeper because the ball bounces so
much higher and faster, and | can’t dive for a ball the way | do on grass because of the danger of
getting hurt. When a ball bounces 30 feet over your head, | don't think that’s the way baseball
was meant to be playef’”

Other teams tried taking advantage of speed on turf for the stolen bases. Sonmesmes, t
was more out of ownerships’ delight (Charlie O. Finley) at the excitement nftalch risks
and the player’s lack of ability to hit monster home runs. But as exciting as thesifaanlay is,
and as useful in close games as it becomes, the total runs produced and wins generated by
franchises are not highly correlated. (Exceptions exist; no analysis is watltiats to the
normal course.)

The two huge exception$he Kansas City Royals of the late 1970’s and St. Louis
Cardinals of the 1980’s In the mid-1970’s, Kansas City turned 3-year old Royals Stadium into
a sprint track under manager Whitey Herzog, who later implemented the sagne isySt.

Louis in taking over as manager in 1980. With a group of mites, LF/CF Willie Wilson, SS
Freddie Patek and 2B Frank White, and line-drive mashers, 3B George Brett, DH Had McR
and CF Amos Otis, the Royals competed with the power-laden Yankees for supremadgten the
1970’s. Much of their success is similarly attributed to the work of hitting coachi€hau

who steered players away from uppercut swings and yanking the ball to the pull fielald Jnst
drilling them for better contact, chop cuts and smooth one hand release of the bat after
connecting®®

When Whitey Herzog went through various organizations, starting as a scout foe Charli
O. Finley in Kansas City, then as the Mets scouting director, thereafter heovleafTiexas
Rangers as manager, and finally, very briefly, as the California Angels skipgperearly
1970’s, it would seemed unlikely he would make such a 360 degree connection back to Kansas
City. Taking over as manager of a young, soon-to-be aggressive bunch of players, Herzog's
Royals made strides to unseat the Yankees while lacking their top-end pitchmgRale
Guidry, Catfish Hunter, Ed Figueroa or later, Tommy John, were all a match for the’Roya
Dennis Leonard, Paul Splittorff, Larry Gura or Doug Bird.

®” Rieland Randy. The New Professionals. Alexandfiaginia: Redefinition, Inc.; 1989. 109.
% Rieland Randy. The New Professionals. Alexandfiainia: Redefinition, Inc.; 1989. 113-114.
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1976-1979 Starting Pitching Staffs

4.00

KC Starters: 4,816 IP, 311 Wins
Yankees: 4,272 1P, 287 Wins
EKC
ENYA
ERA WHIP K/BB
B KC 3.68 1.29 1.46
ENYA 3.46 1.26 1.67
Relievers 1976-1979
3.50
3.00 | KC Relievers:691.7 IP, 87 SV, 48 BP Wins
Yankees: 900.7 IP, 117 SV, 66 BP Wins
2.50 -
2.00 -
mKC

150 mNYA

1.00 -

0.50 -

0.00 A

ERA WHIP K/BB

mKC 3.17 1.30 1.50
mNYA 3.14 1.27 1.56

These two graphs reflect that the Yankee starters werelayityly aheadf Kansas City
— with the ERA and K/BB ratios distinctly superior in the starting staff. Sumghs the Kansas
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City bullpen held up better numerically against the Yankees even though they possedhéwo of
best names in the closing business: Sparky Lyle and Goose Gossage.
Maybe most telling of all is the fact the two teams nearly split the seages sver four

years:

Year | Yankees Opponent Won Lost
1976|NYA KCA
1977|NYA KCA
1978|NYA KCA
1979INYA KCA

~N o1 o1 O
g o 01 N

Shortly before the arrival of Whitey Herzog, pharmaceutically-wealthypgWauffman
had launched “the academy” to turn out ballplayers through scientific approaches to their
training, specifically physical tests of eyes, hand-eye coordination, refleakance, speed and
strength, almost similar to the NFL prerequisites for playing. Howevertaesesto the program
by scouts led to its demise. However one ballplayer, second baseman Frank “Six Millaan D
Man”®® White came through the system employed. He would play more games from 1976-80 for
the Royals than any other ballplayer.

Herzog while in Kansas City had inherited a ball club with a great deal of takett. T
being said, he was at odds with the owner after only a few seasons. From his own biography, his

family was rarely welcomed by the Kauffman’s in their owners’ box.

Manager: Whitey

Herzog - Jim Frey

(1980) Win record
Year Wins
1976 90
1977 102
1978 92
1979 85
1980 97

The Royals did not win the World Series during this time, though they appeared in 1980
under first-year manager Jim Frey (later the skipper of 1984 Cubs playoff def@aseoy
would take his strategy to new heights as the St. Louis Cardinals won the 1982 World Series
with jack rabbit base stealers Vince Coleman, Lonnie Smith, Willie McGee and Smith

% Kerrane Kevin. Dollar Sign on The Muscle. New YoBeaufort Books, Inc.; 1984. 128.
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running up against the Brew Crew (Harvey's Wallbangers) of Robin Yount, Paul Moldor a
Ben Oglivie.

The two teams (Kansas City and St. Louis) would soon meet in the 1985 World Series
with Kansas City winning its lone championship with plenty of controversy. One such play
involved the harder-than-it-looks play of covering first base by the pitcher. Though replay
reflects that Joquain Andujar stepped on the bag, the umpire called the batter safsults a
the Cardinals lost to the Royals.

Kansas City Royals Position Players 1976-1980

Name G AB BA OBP SLG OPS SB R 1B H 2B 3B HR RBI YOB POS
Frank White 728 2408 0.256 0.290 0.362 0.652 103 307 871 617 111 25 31 254 1950 2B
George  Brett 697 2813 0.330 0.385 0.532 0.917 90 484 1497 928 186 64 85 442 1953 3B
Amos Otis 694 2527 0.277 0.353 0.448 0.801 127 408 1132 699 134 22 85 403 1947 CF
Hal McRae 692 2673 0.297 0.355 0.471 0.826 72 397 1259 794 198 30 69 394 1945 DHI/LF
Al Cowens 582 2188 0.287 0.329 0.418 0.748 63 301 915 628 97 35 40 307 1951 RF
Darrell Porter 555 1896 0.271 0.376 0.435 0.810 5 290 824 514 85 21 61 301 1952 C
Freddie Patek 542 1675 0.251 0.312 0.330 0.642 153 214 552 420 85 10 9 186 1944 SS
Willie Wilson 467 1531 0.307 0.339 0.400 0.739 216 299 613 470 56 30 9 115 1955 CF/LF
Pete LaCock 452 1104 0.277 0.332 0.380 0.712 6 137 420 306 64 7 12 151 1952 1B
John Wathan 365 1003 0.286 0.331 0.387 0.718 23 125 388 287 37 14 12 140 1949 C
UL Washington 333 966 0.265 0.326 0.359 0.686 43 121 347 256 31 18 8 88 1953 SS
Clint Hurdle 331 1009 0.273 0.350 0.423 0.773 1 119 427 275 66 10 22 153 1957 RF
John Mayberry 314 1137 0.231 0.329 0.370 0.699 4 149 421 263 44 3 36 177 1949 1B
Tom Poquette 311 916 0.276 0.323 0.396 0.719 9 103 363 253 50 18 8 100 1951 LF/RF

Bold Indicates Top 3 in category

5.4.1. Linear Weights: Analysis of Whitey Herzog Teams

To compare the Runs Scored by Herzog influenced teams (including the 1980 Royals that
were essentially of his design) to the rest of major league baseball, thisumetdtinear
Weights to calculate the influence of Stolen Bases and Caught Stealing on theeffens
production of the two groups. (Herzog and Non-Herzog)

Utilizing Multiple Linear Regression, the coefficients of each variabtebeacalculated and

analyzed for their significance to Run Scoring ability of a team.

The basic equation:
Y = AX; + BX, + CX3...ZXp

Where X to Xy are variables to predict run scoring
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Y equals Runs Scordd-Intercept set to zero — or not...)
And A,B and C to Z are coefficients of each variable
Based on this formula, the following results were obtained:

Table 5.4.1.1. Comparison of Whitey Herzog Teams to Non-Herzog Teams (1975-1988)

Groups Herzog Without Herzog
Teams 15 345

R? 9573 .9566
Adjusted R * .9003 .9556

SE 30.2989 21.4726

Variable Coefficient Coefficient
2B 1.3894 .6846

3B 1.0768 .8783

HR 0.8416 1.4558

SB 0.4165 .1528

Cs -0.7222 -.1315

Outs -0.1409 -.1039
Walk/HBP 0.4735 .3354
Singles 0.4710 .5242

What can be concluded is that Herzog teams received nearly triple the benefits of
utilizing the stolen base (272%) but also received (550%) of the detriment of a caalyhg.ste
This high risk/reward game in comparison to other teams of the time is alsteckfle their
other baseball events. The Cardinals used the double and triple event much more as the driver of
their offenses in comparison to the remainder of the baseball. A home run for the Royals and
Cardinals was not quite the primary driver of their offenses. Maybe most unusuéal&wiadk
is good as a hit” false axiotid actuallyapply with the Royals/Cardinals. Not an unusual
occurrence since a walk by a Missouri player resulted in an attempt to stead secy
frequently.

Lastly, Outs were a bit more precious to the Royals/Cardinals due likely tanguairty
to generate the two-out home run. With less than two outs, and anyone on base, they had a
chance to steal their way to third base and get home via the sacrifice fly, bunher/gaicher

gaffe or score at a high rate from second on singles that normally would not get otbesr pla

home.
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W hitey Herzog Teams (1975-1988)
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Average per Season

2B HR SB

Event
Teams Mean SD SE 95% CI of Mean
2B 15 252.133 39.6842 10.2464 230.157 to 274.110
HR 15 89.600 26.5136 6.8458 74.917 to 104.283
SB 15 202.733 55.9649 14.4501 171.741 to 233.726

During this period the Herzog-led teams success rate on the base paths were uneven.
Though the Royals had some talent to run, their success rate was only 70.96% with their best
season on the bases taken place under Jim Frey in 1980 at 81.14%. (Since Herzog took over with
many of the player all ready in place, it could be that he was not as well liked, or pushed too har
of his players. Also considering he fired Charlie Lau, their hitting coach of choice.)

In taking over as skipper of the Cardinals in 1980, Herzog's players improved to 74.12%
during the next 9 seasons, but only after a couple of seasons of fine-tuning the running game. By
1982, the Cardinals were above 75% consistently and winning with that strategy going to thre
World Series while never hitting over 100 home runs in a regular season. (Though Ozzie Smit
hit a most memorable one in 1985 that propelled them into the World Series against the cross
state rival Royals.)

Herzog's teams were nearly a function though of their ability to run the bases. In
comparison to the rest of the major leagues, the late 1970’s Royals and 1980’s Cardeals we
designed around speed and scored significantly through the stolen base. As a passatie from B

JamesHistorical Baseball Abstraateflects on the speed of prominent outfielders for Herzog,
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“So there is never, or virtually never, a right fielder who is as slow as the skfvigelbers —
but also, there is virtually never a right fielder who is as fast as the &f$téelters. Think
about it: has there ever, in the history of baseball, been a right fielder who wasaas fas
Brock...Willie Wilson...or Lonnie Smith or Vince Coleman? There hasn't, because if@rplay
was that fast and could throw well enough to play right field...he would be a center fiélder.”
But if we isolate the running game from the remainder of the offense, it istodear t
significance of stealing bases was at best minimal to the overall production.disums the
values from this run prediction formula for a yearly analysis of actual scorirdictec scoring

broken down by Base Running and Other Events, the results were as follows:

Table 5.4.1.2Runs Added by Base Running, Predicted, Differential and Base Running %

Year R-BR BR Predict Differential BR%

1975 701.5 23.2 724.7 -14.7 3.27%
1976 653.4 32.3 685.7 27.3 4.53%
1977 789.9 22.5 812.4 9.6 2.73%
1978 715.7 45.3 761.0 -18.0 6.09%
1979 782.4 46.2 828.6 22.4 5.43%
1980 709.1 19.2 728.3 9.7 2.60%
1981 452.3 11.7 464.0 0.0 2.51%
1982 653.0 33.6 686.6 -1.6 4.90%
1983 692.8 38.0 730.9 -51.9 5.60%
1984 573.6 55.3 628.9 23.1 8.48%
1985 675.7 82.2 757.9 -10.9 11.01%
1986 526.0 69.9 595.9 5.1 11.64%
1987 705.3 67.4 772.7 25.3 8.44%
1988 526.1 66.0 592.1 -14.1 11.43%
1980KC 763.3 57.0 820.3 -11.3 7.05%

Average 661.3 44.6 706.0 0.006 6.4%

As a result, base stealing isolated contribatdsestonly 11.64% to the total offense.
Even during the Cardinals years (1980-1988) while running was most important the predicted
runs in 1983 was dramatic 52 runs lower than expected by the equation. With the speed game at
its apex, many teams experimented with lineups of slap hitters and turning arouniriggtura

handers, to bat left, in order to take advantage of their speed. (See Graph 5.4.1.1.) The

® James B. The New Bill James Historical Basebalitfdzt: The Classic — Completely Revised. New Ydhe Free Press;
2001. 661.
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percentage of switch hitters in the game drastically increased but thgessefahe players did

not rise above the typical left or right hand hitter.
Graph 5.4.1.1. % of Hitters by Decade
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Both | 7.11% | 590% | 4.10% | 4.12% | 3.79% | 5.45% | 8.05% | 10.21% | 10.41%
—_ = Left | 27.93% | 30.73% | 28.94% | 28.94% | 30.55% | 28.52% | 27.94% | 28.64% | 26.96%
e Right | 64.96% | 63.37% | 66.95% | 66.94% | 65.66% | 66.03% | 64.01% | 61.15% | 62.63%

10 Year Span

With the dawn of the Astrodome, these new surfaces of Astroturf became a staple of
1970’s multi-purpose stadiums for both baseball and football teams. (At one point, 15 out of 28
thenNFL teams used the'heneration of artificial surface.) Teams like San Francisco Giants
and the Chicago White Sox even experimented with Astroturf, only to have the owners wise up.
(Bill Veeck took it out in Chicago’j

This safety thought was decided by the reality that injuries were occurrirayerght
greater rates than normal. And with those injuries attributing to blown-out kneesaAt@kigr

cruciate ligamenjstears, hamstring pulls and muscle/joint/bone jarring, these costly mishaps

"I Rieland Randy. The New Professionals. Alexandfiaginia: Redefinition, Inc.; 1989. 118.
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would give the usage of this'§ieneration of artificial surface a curtain call. Field turf, a better
surface from many medical studigshas been installed in many parks.

Many top players over the years went to natural grass parks or avoided Astroturf home
teams to save or prolong careers. (Andre Dawson being an example of this phenomenon in
coming over to the often-plodding Cubs from the running Expos where Dawson was a speedy 20
SB-20 HR center fielder for quite a time. The Cubs Buck O’Neil had scouted Andre Dawson
before he became Montreal’s Rookie of the Year in 1977.)

As per the times, team owners preferred Astroturf, because it was much cheaper t
maintain in comparison to natural grass. It supposedly sped the tempo of the game up, which
owners like, because it was then more exciting to fans and, therefore, increassdAs @M
Bob Howsam reflected i€@incinnati and the Big Red Machirdt allows baseball to be played
the way it should be played. You only get true bounces....It avoids rainouts. One year we figure
the carpet saved us twenty-seven, twenty-nine games. That year we had 2.7 nahidanat:.”
Meanwhile, manager Sparky Anderson also adds, “On the carpet the whole thing is speed.
Speed’s the whole thing: speed and defense...[But] it's hard on the legs. You have troubles when
you get older. Playing on turf is not baseball, it's something else; or at leakfferent form of
the game.” The speed factor has always impressed scouts and fans alike. (Branch Rickey and
his adherents felt it was the primary tool to look at.) It is liken to watchingladtacrun 100
meters or 400 meters in record times. And the disruption it causes to the ebb and flow of a
‘normal’ game does greatly stand out.

Meanwhile, the owner only sees dollar signs on their muscle —the meat in the seats — and

possibly, a championship to finally hold.

But often, the very skill of stealing bases, or running down fly balls (and crashing into
walls) has become a detriment to other skills a player has. (Brooklyn DodgerdfeteifRan
example of a gifted star from the 1940’s that took tremendous chances and shortened a caree
due to injury.) But as is the case in all sports, daring, physical gifts and abidketadvantage
of those gifts, becomes the needed edge to beat other teams.

2 Barnhill, Bill S., Meyers, Michael C. Incidendgauses, and Severity of High School Football lesion Field Turf Versus
Natural Grass. Unknown: The American Journal ofr&pigledicine (32); 2004. 1626-1638.

3 Walker Robert Harris. Cincinnati and the Big Reddfine. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana Universitgx;
1988. 86.
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Graph 5.4.2. Stolen Bases 1950-1980
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In Appendix 9.6, Stolen Base Leaders by Era (100 Stolen Bases), a listing of the top
theft masters in baseball history by era is included. These men would in somelaases, |
Rickey Henderson, Kenny Lofton, Willie Mays or Lou Brock, come to represent each era in
terms of the speed game or fulfilling the leadoff man duties: get on base, causenltbget a

to second base.
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The Big Red Machineon display at the 1976 World Seriésft to right Dave Concepcion,

Cesar Geronimo, Johnny Bench, George Foster, Dan Driessen, Tony Perez, Joe Morgan, Ken
Griffey, Sr. and Pete Rose. (Frd@mncinnati and the Big Red Machingg. 64.)Their imagewas

to be the final gasp of the pre-free agency era as players won the right to shagnitoas $o

the highest bidder. Their game was also one designed for speed on the Astroturf surface.



