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2.3. Fielding: Errors Made and Changes to the Craft

Around the same time as Ruth’s home run barrage, in 1920, fielding averages improved by a
mark contrast to prior years. In the laté"x@ntury, great fielding was praised so much by
legendary writer Henry Chadwick not because it was usually good; but becausadtwas
uncommon to see double-digit errors in an era without gloves or padding. The Philadelphia
Quakers in 1883 average over 6.39 errors per game in the National League. The Baltimore
Orioles of the American Association committed 624 errors in 96 games in the saméifyeen
teams between 1895 and 1903 racked up over 400 errors. Good fielding just stuck out in the
imagination during these error-prone games.

Sometimes, the usage of a glove by a player was chided by opposing players and fans
alike. But as the century flipped, the first twenty seasons of twentieth centugycsae
innovation became an individual-to-individual concern. Most players utilized severas glove
dependent upon the situation, whether warming up before hand or regular game play. The
practice of leaving gloves on the field was also still in vogue.

In 1919, Bill Doak, a veteran spitball pitcher for the Cardinals, took to modifying his
glove by removing padding, enlarging the thumb, soaking the glove (assuming in water) and
shaping it in what is still the usual method to create a pdtkee approached the Rawlings
Sporting Goods Company in St. Louis, assisted by their production chief William P. \Whitely
in creating the first modern glove that met the primary functional requireresatdh the
baseball. The design made it possible to catch the ball just in the pocket areh brd£20,
Rawlings came out with the $10 “Premier Players’ Glove” and sooldhk Modelbecame a
Rawlings staple for many years to come. With this innovation taking place at theasiyme
time as the offensive outburst discussed, it is also likely that fielding becenee @ue to the
cleaner, more visible and less-variably weighted baseballs than in yeardlpasigaa player
the convenience of throwing a truer sphere that was easier to see in flight. Sotednite hi
averages were skyrocketing over .300, fielding percentages were rising anaversorow
based on skill (or lack thereof), not the ball’'s whims.

51 Kaplan Jim. The Fielders: The Game’ Greatest Gloséexandria, Virginia: Redefinition Books; 198%5.
52 Biography Project of SABR, Steinberg Steven. Biflak Biography. Unknownaww.bioprojsabr.org 2007. Last Accessed:
February 16, 2007.




Table 2.3.1..400 Hitterswith over 400

AB

Year Player AB H BA
1884 |Fred Dunlap 449 185 0.412
1887 |Tip O'Neill 517 225 0.435
1887 |Pete Browning 547 220 0.402
1894 |Sam Thompson 437 178 0.407
1894 |Ed Delahanty 489 199 0.407
1894 |Billy Hamilton 544 220 0.404
1894 |Hugh Duffy 539 237 0.440
1895 |Jesse Burkett 550 225 0.409
1895 |Ed Delahanty 480 194 0.404
1896 |Jesse Burkett 586 240 0.410
1896 |Hughie Jennings 521 209 0.401
1897 |Willie Keeler 564 239 0.424
1899 |Ed Delahanty 581 238 0.410
1901 |Nap Lajoie 544 232 0.426
1911 |Ty Cobb 591 248 0.420
1911 |Joe Jackson 571 233 0.408
1912 |Ty Cobb 553 226 0.409
1920 |George Sisler 631 257 0.407
1922 |Ty Cobb 526 211 0.401
1922 |George Sisler 586 246 0.420
1922 |Rogers Hornshy 623 250 0.401
1923 |Harry Heilmann 524 211 0.403
1924 |Rogers Hornsby 536 227 0.424
1925 |Rogers Hornsby 504 203 0.403
1930 |Bill Terry 633 254 0.401
1941 |Ted Williams 456 185 0.406
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Most people have seen old films of the small
shoddy mitts used in the early years and asked,
“How did they field baseballs with those?” Given the
errors seen in both leagues, and the number of
unearned runs and players hitting over .400 pre-1920
(who could have benefited from a friendly
scorekeeper, such as Dan Daniels during DiMaggio’s
56-game hitting stredR, one can surmise that
fielding was very much an inherent ability. Meaning,
theraw talentdrove the ability more than practice
and technique.

One can only imagine that the typical white
farm boys seen in baseball then concentrated on
hitting first, played whatever position suited their
innate skills and improvement came either by natural
maturity, game play or not at all. Biomechanical and
video training were not envisioned, so only the old-
timers, who themselves hagen lesso work with,
could likely only teach the very best players, and
probably did not working witlmarginal talentghat
would have improved under a different paradigm
existing in the future of baseball, as spring camps
emphasized fundamentals and baseball schools
cropped up. (The first Little League World Series
took place in 1939.)

%3 Cramer Richard Ben. Joe DiMaggio: The Hero’s Lew York: Simon & Schuster; 2000. 162-163.
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Graph 2.3.1.Unearned Runs% and Ratio of Unearned Runs to Errors Made

Graph 2.3.1.: Unearn Run % and Ratio of Unearn Runs to Errors Ma  de
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In this graph, the reduction in tB& of Unearned Runsto Runs Scoredcan be seen starting in
1920. Also, théb of Unearned Runsto Errors Made by fielders becomes nearly a constant,
staying between 54% and 62%l\4fiearned Runs per Errdor the vast majority of Modern
baseball history since 1920 season. With Doak’s glove and whiter, cleaner baselatitig, fie
evolved and improved throughout the"a@ntury.
Given these improvements to defense, most players in the major leagues must be
minimally competent to play any position. (Unless they become just a lifetinggdesl hitter,
unlikely, as a twenty year old.) As a result, the ability to standout as a defeasifg siny
period, even a season, does get notice in the record books. Some players become known for their
gloves, even in the ever-changing emphasis of a position from a defensive standout to an

offensive producer. (IAppendix 9, a few of the best seasons by era and position are listed.)
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Diagram 2.3.1.Possible All-Defensive Team Across All Eras

A PossibleAll-Defense Team Across All ERAS
Note: Based on 1 Particular Year of Play, Reputationldfetime Defensive Statistics
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Vic Power
Eddie Murray
Steve Garvey
Stuffy Mclnnis

Keith Hernandez

Roberto Clemente
Al Kaline

Ichiro Suzuki

Dave Parker

Table 2.3.2.Gold Glove Selections since 1957
P: Jim Kaat: 16 C. Johnny Bench: 10
Greg Maddux: 16 Jim Sunberg: 6

1B:Vic Power: 7
Steve Garvey: 4
Gary Carter:3 Eddie Murray: 3

Charles Johnson: 4

2B: Bill Mazeroski: 8
Nellie Fox: 3

Bobby Grich: 4

Ryne Sandberg: 9
LF: Barry Bonds: 8
Rickey Henderson: 1

SS:0zzie Smith: 13
Luis Aparicio: 9

Larry Bowa: 2

CF: Andruw Jones: 9
Willie Mays: 12

3B: Brooks Robinson: 16
Buddy Bell: 6

RF: Roberto Clemente: 12
Al Kaline: 10
Ichiro Suzuki: 6

Dave Parker: 3
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A few quotes on the best fielders in baseball history from Jim Kapld@d-ielders

Vic Power: “Some people didn'’t like the way Vic Power played baseball. He caught everything
one-handed...They called him a showboat, and a loafer. He was a black player in the 1950s who
refused to be silent in the face of heckling and abuse, so he saw plenty of beanballs and fights
But Power was a marvelous first baseman...Power signed with the Yankees in 1950, and hit .349
in Class AAA in 1953, but wasn’t brought up to the majors despite the fact that two Yankees

first baseman were sidelined in August...[the Yankees] didn’'t have a black playen@jats

league roster until Elston Howartf:”

Bill Mazeroski and Roberto Clemente “From 1956 to 1970 the two greatest glovemen in the
history of their positions — second baseman Bill Mazeroski and right fielder Roben@i@k —
started together for the Pirates...‘Clemente broke in a new glove every ygalaaeroski.* It

was a habit he got into. | used only three or four in my careér...”

Ozzie Smith “St. Louis shortstop Ozzie Smith is not only the best gloveman in the game today
[circa 1987] but, almost unigue among modern ballplayers, Smith has a sense of histoty. In fac
the “Wiz” displays a collection of old gloves at his St. Louis restaurant. ‘“You had ttehteth

to use these gloves,’ says Smith. “‘They make you appreciate the old ballplayensith).[es

the Trapp-Eze so-called six-finger model that Rawlings introduced in 1959, tertyporari
discontinued...With its small, tight webbing and stubby fingers bent in like the hand of an

arthritis victim, the glove is constructed to catch the ball in the palm, the idgr§iaise to>®

Johnny Bench After Paul Richards introduced an oversized mitt to handled Hoyt Wilhelm’s
dancing knuckler, “Hundley-Bench model [was introduced.] Popularized by Cubs’ Randy
Hundley and Reds’ Johnny Bench, the trimmed-down glove has a long pocket and a central
hinge that makes the glove close upon impact...Changing gloves, Bench further modernized the
position by catching one-handed like a squatting first basemen.”

54 Kaplan Jim. The Fielders: The Game’ Greatest Gloséexandria, Virginia: Redefinition Books; 198582.
55 Kaplan Jim. The Fielders: The Game’ Greatest Gloddexandria, Virginia: Redefinition Books; 19883.
56 Kaplan Jim. The Fielders: The Game’ Greatest Gloddexandria, Virginia: Redefinition Books; 1988-64.
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Willie Mays: “Willie Mays made a number of gloveless grabs, including one a Roberto
Clemente line drive in Forbes Field’s deep center, which Pittsburgh executihehBreckey
called the greatest play he'd ever se¥€n.”

Various gloves seen on the ball field — from Jim Kaplditie Fielders?:

57 Kaplan Jim. The Fielders: The Game’ Greatest Gloddexandria, Virginia: Redefinition Books; 19886-137.
%8 Kaplan Jim. The Fielders: The Game’ Greatest GloA&ks<andria, Virginia: Redefinition Books; 1988-51.
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Roberto Clemente (1934-1972):
Likely the bestight field arm ever.
He wasdliable to throw out people
from the warning trackacking up.
And singles turnechto outs if a
runner was lazy. He could do
everything else on a baseball field
too. Hit for average, power and run
the bases well. He was proud and
intelligent, as all Latin American
players truly are, and dominated the
1971 World Series, taking the
Pirates to a title. He would die
tragically on New Year's Eve 1972,
ending up with exactl$,000hits.

Ozzie Smith: The Wizard of Oz
doing his patentestretch parallel

to the groundnaneuver. Smith
would make weak-hitting
shortstops everywhere work on
every skill needed to prove their
worth as a defensive stopper. Smith
would be a driving force behind the
Redbird teams of the 1980’s while
redefining how to play shortstop.
To date, no one has topped the
Wizard'’s glove work.
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Diagram 2.3.2. HR Hitters from (1912-1935)

An Era defined by George Herman ‘Babe’ RutHhlis totals as a hitter are astounding; what is
ignored (often) are the years lost (or heightened) by starting pitching. mdifitching

record of 94-46 in the regular season and 3-0 in World Series play, really does amglifies hi
greatness. In 1918, he led the league in home runs, while batting only 315 times and winning 13

games off the mound!!!

Mel *Master Melvin Ott came up to the big leagues at seventeen. By age twenty, he was hitting
42 home runs out of the left-hand friendly Polo Grounds, the place Babe Ruth loved before
Yankee Stadium was built. He played 22 seasons, retiring at the young age of 38. Know for his
high leg kick, and as the willing target of Leo Durocher’s maxim/barb ‘nice guigh fiast®,

his death in a car accident in 1958 in New Orleans at age (49) ties him to Ruth (53). They both
died before a new generation could fully comprehend, admire and reward their feats. Only

baseball legend and statistical legacy continue on.

% Ritter L, Honig D. The Image of Their Greatness: lustrated History of Baseball from 1900 to feesent. New York:
Crown Publishers, Inc; 1984. 217.



91

2.4. Equality: The Negro Leagues

On the cusp of one of the most difficult eras in United States history, the development of the
game of baseball was separated by race very early on. The infant professgured thaoughout
the country soon began employing stringent rules as to who could play on a baseball field,
starting in late 1860’s, but climaxing in 1887. In those days shortly after the Civil &¢&d, r
issues in the Deep South (and beyond) engender the type of bitterness and hatred that even the
game of baseball only brought too early on to a harsh light and continued to shine negatively
well into the 28 century, and even exists on to this very day in hiring policies and practices
surrounding many management positions in all professional sports.
As such, the development of a ‘separate’ league became a constant struggledor Neg
ballplayers even knowing their abilities were the equal of anyone playing. As on&gdary
My Turn at Batby Ted Williams reflects, the Negro Leagues certailidyhavetalent.
“...He [a friend of Williams] told about seeing Walter Johnson pitch an exhibition game
against an all-Negro All-Star team at a little park in New Haven where goeiso close
you could hear the players talking. He said in the first inning one of the Negro players got
up and called out to Johnson, ‘Mr. Johnson, | sure heard plenty about that fastball. You
throw it, Mr. Johnson, and I'm gonna hit it right out of this park.” And he did, and the
game ended 1-0...Six or seven years later | finally met Walter Johnson in Washington.
What an impressive man. Big, lean, strong-looking, soft-spoken... ‘I've got a friend in
San Diego who says he saw you pitch against this Negro team in New Haven...” and
Johnson began nodding his head. ‘That’s right,” he said. ‘That sure is right. He hit that
ball a mile.”°
This certainly reflects the prowess of the players and sometimes, the ougrghtNegro
players that could not play in the Majors could muster against Hall of Fame tathrassthe
‘Big Train.” But maybe more importantly, it reflects the courage to stand up geadeven
knowing Johnson was partly the reason (if by complacency alone) a black ballplayer could not
be in the Majors.
Equally trying for black ballplayers was finding stalwart men for leaguengsination,

financial backing, organizing teams, leasing fields, attracting crowds andditeims to play

5 williams T, Underwood J. My Turn at Bat: The StofyMy Life. New York: Simon Schuster; 1969. 18-19.
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for profit (or to break even on the venture). At the very least, these necessitiesfinerie, and
sometimes, ultimately barriers to constructing a consistently playdidedide between a small
group of teams. Adding to those travails, traveling to and from cities and staying bvernig
segregated circumstances, and one can image the frustration a black man endutatein the
1800’s and well into the 1940’s in competing in a sport they loved well beyond just ‘the game’
of it.

2.4.1. The Developers of the Negro Leagues

Amongst the pioneers of baseball stand men that are rarely
mentioned in the breath of MLB greats, but were no less
important to the games development of ideas, promotions,
history and ballplayers of equal to any white ballplayer
discussedAndrew ‘Rube’ Foste(1879-1930) is considered
the founding father of the Negro National League. Foster’s
nickname comes from the pitching defeat of Rube Waddell
and the Philadelphia A’s in a 1902 exhibition game, but his
true on-the-field greatness comes from his consistent,
Andrew ‘Rube’ Foster southfork pitching for more than twenty seasons, his
Star Pitcher, Manager and  managerial virtuosity and origination of the first professional

Founder of Negro Leagues
Negro League.

Foster started out life in Calvert, Texas, the son of a minister and studied irllthgt ca
before garnering attention in baseball with the Forth Worth Yellow Jackets. At 22née {p
with Frank Leland’s Chicago Giants where he came to the awareness of the burgemking bl
sports press in throwing submarine fastballs and screwballs that mystifidabwhite hitters
alike ®* His early success as a player was soon rewarded with a managerial sthaesithea
more prominence in the semi-pro leagues and barnstorming tours that many blacktzaged e
in. Foster’'s Leland Giants would rack up records of (110-10) and (123-6) in 1907 and 1910

51 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubiigh.TD; 2003.
137.
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respectively. Oddly, Cap Anson, the progenitor of color line, was an opposing operator in the
Chicago semipro baseball league Foster domirfated.
Amongst Foster’s contributions to the game, he is well known for:

1. The irascible, but ever-compelling, John McGtasought out his pitching and
managing techniques;

2. Foster wrote about “how to pitch” in Sol Whitélsstory of Colored Basebadind
tutored greats such as Christy Mathewson and ‘Iron Joe’ McGinnity in the art of
the fadeaway (screwball) by several accounts;

3. He was an entrepreneur in a time when blacks were held back socially and
financially;

4. And he held together his league through a stern busines$5ense.

As Jerry Malloy points out in his introduction to Sol White’s History about Foster’s
contributions to the game: “...Foster had a career that would rival in variety and udaghi¢
achievements of white baseball's Al Spalding and Charles Comiskey combined, erem aer
commissioner, unlike Spalding and Comisk&An example of his keen management ability
took place on August 22, 1923, when he employed his Chicago American Giants players to bunt
over and over again td®base in forcing Bob Miller to field the baseball unsuccessfully. This
tactic won the game (11-5) after trailing going into thénihing by three run&®

Foster’s founding of the Negro National League in February 1920 at the Paseo YMCA in
Kansas Cit§/, with the first season starting in May 1920, came about during a revived healthy
climate for all of professional baseball. (The emergence of ‘The Bambinotladt&lack Sox
Scandal.) His ability to bring together those eight teams led to many fiesggigopbames in
Ebbetts Field, a Negro World Series and the quick formation of a rival league.

52 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Publigh. TD; 2003.
138.

8 Neil Lanctot tells of a change of heart by JohrGvlw in the 1930’s (pg. 204) regarding blacks iraéign in baseball.
McGraw's death in 1934 is attributed to Uremia &atls to the clinical onset of nausea, vomitintigéee, anorexia, weight loss,
muscle cramps, pruritumental status changewisual disturbances, and increased thirst. Thesgal status changes came
shortly before his passing would partly explainvasillation on the race issue.

54 overro T. The Encyclopedia of Negro League Bakelaw York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File, In@003. 98-99.

% white S, Malloy J. Sol White’s History of Color@&hseball, With Other Documents on the Early Blaekr®, 1886 — 1936.
Lincoln, Nebraska: The University of Nebraska Pré895. xlii.

5% Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues ChronolBggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffefdorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 18.

57 O'Neil B, Wulf S, Conrads D, Burns K. | Was Rigimt Time. New York: Simon & Schuster Inc.; 1996. 76.
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Within that first month, the Bacharach Giants were using Ebbets Field to shohaiase t
talents versus a white semi-pro team in sweeping a doubleheader. By July, twoaites; ke
Bacharach and Lincoln Giants, played again at Ebbets before 15,000 fans with ace pitchers
Smokey Joe Williams and Dick Redding putting on the sAdwhe first season ended with the
Chicago American Giants, Foster’s team, winning the league and the replacéthenDayton
Marcos by a Columbus, Ohio team. (To reflect the difficulty of starting a profeddeague:
Foster moved HOF Oscar Charleston from the Chicago Americans to the Indian&sodisok
competitive balance reasons and also lent money to troubled frarféhises.

By the mid-1920’s the league attendance for eight teams, who owned or rented their own
fields (aside from the Cuban All Stars who had no home games), totaled more than 4'Million.
This rivals both the National and American Leagues in attendance during that perlothawit
kind of fan support, in late October 1923, the American Giants played the MLB Detrog iger
a three-game series, splitting two and calling one because of darkness. Botlestdessaing
key players — Ty Cobb, Cristobal Torriente and Oscar Charleston — but played on at Ghicago’
Schorling’s ParK? This clearly reflects that good teams played regardless of color.

As Bill Hageman reports iBaseball Between the Waf's..Giants manager John
McGraw reportedly told Foster, ‘If | had a bucket of whitewash that wouldn’t wash off, you
wouldn’t have five players left tomorrow’® An average squad of Negro Leaguers had between
fourteen and sixteen players — under McGraw’s hatched plan — nine players would be of major
league-caliber in the earlyl1920’s when McGraw’s New York Giants were foer\orld
Series participators.

But it was Rube Foster that held together these teams with an energy thatovak bey
what many other men (white or black) would ever amass. Sadly, Foster succumbed to the
pressures of holding together this league in 1926, with a ‘mental incapacitation’ fricintve

never recovered. (It is not a certainty why his ‘alleged violent episode’ would doléhys. But

% Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues ChronolBggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffeiorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 7.

% McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubiigh.TD; 2003.
139.

0| overro T. The Encyclopedia of Negro League BaeNaw York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File, In@)03. 99.

"™ Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues Chronoleggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffefdorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 19.

2 Hageman Bill. Baseball Between the Wars: A Pieldfribute to the Men Who Made the Game in ChicBigum 1909 to
1947. Chicago: Contemporary Books; 2001. 54.
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psychology was a different field in the 1920’s.) He died on December 9, 1930 while still in a
Kankakee, Illinois mental institution. But his recognition as the ‘Father of theoNleggues’ is
undoubtedly well earned and his legacy extended to the pinnacles of baseball inywattalit
his admittance to Cooperstown in 1981.

Table 2.4.1. Rube Foster’'s 1920 Negro National League

Kansas City Monarchs St. Louis Giants

Indianapolis ABCs Chicago American Giants
Chicago Giants Cuban All Stars

Detroit Stars Dayton Marcos

Edward W. Boldeecame the rival of Rube Foster’s National League when he formed
the Eastern Colored League in mid-December 1922. Foster had tried initiallyuio Betden’s
Hilldale team, a powerful, independent Negro team formed professionally in the mid,1820’s
Bolden and Foster soon became at odds. Foster and other franchises in the Negro National
League soon employed an attorney to stop players from jumping contracts, a usual problem of
any rival league formatiof?,

After reaching a truce, Bolden’s Hilldale team, winner of the Eastern Coloegphée
played the Negro National League Kansas City Monarchs in October 1924 to a ten-gdthe W
Series losing to the Monarchs 5 to 4, with & tiehis ‘traveling World Series’ reported various
attendance levels of 8,800 to 5,366 to only 584 fans, but it was partly successful in maintaining
the peace between the two men.

Like Rube Foster, Bolden too would suffer under the pressures of operating the league
and go through a breakdoWhAs the Great Depression approached, so did the collapse of the
Eastern League in 1928, only to be reinvented in the form of the American Negro League in
1929. His major contribution to the Negro Leagues was the consistent overall support as an

owner, manager, financier and developer of leagues until his death in 1950, even though he

" Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues Chronoleggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffefdorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 20.

" Loverro T. The Encyclopedia of Negro League BaeNaw York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File, In@p03. 136.

S Loverro T. The Encyclopedia of Negro League BaeNaw York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File, In@p03. 26.
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experienced periods of hesitation due to the fragility of league finances and his ogvd.this
all while starting out as a U.S. Post Office worKer.
Table 2.4.2. Ed Bolden’s 1923 Eastern Colored League

Atlantic City Bacharach Giants New York Lincoln Giants
Brooklyn Royal Giants Baltimore Black Sox
Philadelphia Stars Cuban Stars
Hilldale Daisies (Giants) Washington Potomacs

William “Gus” Greenlee owner of the Pittsburgh
Crawfords and former of thé2Negro National

League (NNL) (after the institutionalization of Rube
Foster), was a savvy entrepreneur, first and foremost,
but gave his vast energies to promoting baseball too.
In Negro League Basebaleil Lanctot tells the

story of Greenlee’s rise in prominence where he
started his life in North Carolina, moved to

Pittsburgh before WWI where he worked as a taxi
driver, then joined the war effort in an infantry

regiment. Gus Greenlee — Owner & Founder

After that, he became, like many others of that time, a dealer in illega$ shiistcohort,
a Latrobe Brewery owner, Joe Tito assisted him into the “numbers racket.” His meolivevith
the boxing world, nightclubs, top black entertainers and the hotel industry led him to become one
of the most influential figures in the Negro Leagues in the 1930’s. Gus wielded powerg@ad m
enemies, Cumberland Posey, for one) in keeping the National Negro League afloat in the 1933.
As Neil Lanctot notes, “Greenlee coped with a number of difficulties during the 1930slimagl
weak administration, individualistic owners, inadequate financing, and uneven support.”
Greenlee mirrored and improved upon the Major League All-Star game in promoting the

East-West Game at Comiskey Park in 1933 that let the fans decide on the players ifovolve

"8 Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise ana Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universit§ Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 5.
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more than twenty East-West tilts. This fan voting still exists to this verynddie MLB All-Star
game. Attendance at these mid-season classics exceeded more than 50,000 fans on a few
occasions.

He also built Greenlee Field in 1932, a 7,500-seat, lighted stadium in Pittsburgh. With the
independent ownership of the field, Greenlee would import the best players and cull tagether
HOF-led dynasty. Catcher Josh Gibson, centerfielder Cool Papa 'Béksgman Judy Johnson,
outfielder Oscar Charleston and pitcher Satchel Paige played on the 1934-1936 Pittsburgh
Crawfords. (Many of these players came from the 1930-1932, Posey-owned Homestead Grays
another perennial and independent powerhouse, from 1920 t01947.)

With Greelee’s outside interest in professional boxing, considered a far matévkicr
venture in the 1930’s economy than most baseball, black or white due to its gambling gains,
Greenlee ultimately sold his field in Pittsburgh in December 1938 for $38,000 and thessite wa
eventually made into a housing projécHe dedicated more time to developing prizefighters for
bouts, including one match with heavyweight champion Joe Louis. Greenlee fell on hard times
personally, left the Pittsburgh Crawfords in disarray, and failed to make paywiepts to his
players late in the 1938 season. His influence in black baseball was negligibiradfte
tumultuous period until the mid-1940s, though he remained a lesser figure through the formation
of new Pittsburgh Crawford team in the 1949s.

After various owners forestalled numerous rejoinders to the Negro Leagues, who
Greenlee had assisted significantly in developing the NNL, Greenlee founded tbe Shaites
Baseball League (USL) in 1945. With reported, if uncertain financial backing by BraciayR
Greenlee’s new league failed to materialize into an equally competiéigedeand only lasted
two seasons. Soon after, Gus Greenlee developed health problems, including a heamdttack, a
died in 1952 at the age of fifty-six.

" Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RtimBlack Institution. Philadelphia: Universitf®ennsylvania Press;
2004. 78.
8 Loverro T. The Encyclopedia of Negro League Badebi@w York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File, In2003. 121



98

Sol Whitewas the first historian of black baseball. In psitihg
a small volume about the background of black bdkplagers
on the professional circuit in 1907, he left behamdoriginal
viewpoint on the teams that existed in various lesgver a
twenty-year span. Born in 1868, Sol had the fort{ane
misfortune) to see the development of the ‘coloe’lin baseball
in the late 1880’s while playing for Pittsburgh lséynes in the
original Colored League. For years the line hadtexi; but a
few ballplayers, namely Bud Fowler, Fleet and Waldslker,
and George Stovey had played well for various teiantise

Sol White American Association, International League and &ast

Player and Historian League. That was ended by the direct protestatbhkall of

Fame player/manager Cap Anson.

White’s volume on baseball describes the featsafynplayers; addresses the pay
disparities in light of equal talent; the difficielé faced by managers of teams; the growth of Jim
Crow laws and the effects on traveling as a Negseball team; and how blacks should look to
approach the game. As one passage reflects, “Bdise b legitimate profession. As much so as
any other vocation, and should be fostered by osvaerd players alike...It should be taken
seriously by the colored player, as honest effoitis great ability will open an avenue in the
near future wherein he may walk hand-in-hand withdpposite race in the greatest of all
American games — base baif.As it turned out, it would be another forty yehefore this
reality would come to pass.

White detailed the successes of various teamseitath 1890’s and early 1900’s.
Specifically, the Gorhams of New York City, who wewned by Ambrose Davis, the first
African American to own a baseball team in 1889sTeam later was known as the Big
Gorhams (1891) and dominated all comers to thene#tat Sol White considered it the best
team of the 19 century. (George Stovey and George Williams wereplayers of note on this
team.§°

® White S, Malloy J. Sol White’s History of Color@&hseball, With Other Documents on the Early Blaekr®, 1886 — 1936.
Lincoln, Nebraska: The University of Nebraska Pré€95. 67.

80 White S, Malloy J. Sol White’s History of Color&hseball, With Other Documents on the Early Blackn®, 1886 — 1936.
Lincoln, Nebraska: The University of Nebraska Pr&895. xxx-xxxi.
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His interest in baseball extended from player ay@t/manager to manager, then owner.
He played for the Cuban-X Giants, Page Fence Gard<hicago Columbia Giants in the
1890's. At 34, he co-founded the Philadelphia Giant1902 with H. Walter Schlichter, a
sportswriter. For the remainder of the decade léged for and managed his Philadelphia team
to success. Inthe 1920’s, he would manage thee@ed Browns and Newark Stars.

Sol White died on August 26, 1955 in New York &ltst 87, having seen Jackie
Robinson, Don Newcombe, Willie Mays and Henry Aatake over supremacy in the sport he
loved so much. White likely would have commentedjualy on their adventures, if both time

and age allowed.

Many other men (and women) of differing backgrouaisl races) contributed to the
formation and continuation of Negro League Baseldfh Manley, Charles Isham Taylor, Dr.
W. Rollo Wilson, Cumberland ‘Cum’ Posey, Alex (Adedro) Pompez, James Leslie Wilkinson,
Abe Saperstein (Harlem Globetrotters founder) amioh Baird provided the necessary
perseverance in keeping leagues alive. The on¢éasksof building schedules, planning travel
and obtaining players made all that participatedryef the entire enterprise — but nevertheless,
the idea persisted through numerous incarnatiodsensing of team placements, often with
profit being marginal.

In the late 19 century, baseball franchises served different@sep than as a profit-
making venture solely of its own merit. As Malloyites, three main reasons usually existed:

1. Corporate advertising (Page Fence Giants weeel@amm for the Page Fence Co.)

2. Prestige of a Social Club (Columbia Social Club)

3. Promote a business venture (John W. Conner Fanfél & Palm¥?

This particular trend continued in Gus Greenle@avy mixture of sports, live entertainment and
society types that could be seen at the Crawfoitl@the 1930’s. The comprising of several
distinct, yet integral, parts to a Negro busineas imstrumental to the survival of many black

enterprises, especially in Depression Era economies

81 White S, Malloy J. Sol White’s History of Color@&hseball, With Other Documents on the Early Blaekr®, 1886 — 1936.
Lincoln, Nebraska: The University of Nebraska Pr&€95. xlvi.

82 \White S, Malloy J. Sol White’s History of Color&hseball, With Other Documents on the Early Blackn®, 1886 — 1936.
Lincoln, Nebraska: The University of Nebraska Pr&895. xxxix.
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But this lack of profit (as a baseball operatioonal) was largely due to a small number
of cities that contained significant black popwas and financial backing and preferences of
ownerships that confined teams to very limited swreds Neil Lanctot tabulates, only New York,
Chicago, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Detroit and Binginam had populations over 100,000
African Americans in 1938 By 1940, this listed included Memphis and Wastongd.C., but
Detroit did not have a Negro League presence. §hifing landscape was not very different
from the early National League changes due to astmgmhims, but an added constraint was
the Southern and Western teams face hardship bfdistance of travel and discord in playing
interracial games in socially inhospitable climates

Many times to gain profit playing semi-pro/pro whieams (even MLB greats like Ruth,
Gehrig, Foxx and countless others) overrode thegaa of playing a schedule of league games.
Barnstorming was engaged mid-season as a findvmost, to the disgust of fans and black
media reporters. As one passage in Neil Lanctetemt analysis of the Negro Leagues reflects,
“Fast losing support from sportswriters and fahack professional baseball appeared largely
incapable of growth and an increasingly questiomablestment as the Depression continiféd.”

Neil Lanctot also offers this astute summary ofgaene:

“Black and white professional baseball, howeved haver remained completely
separate. As early as the 1900s, black teams haddemajor league parks for
occasional appearances and increasingly rented Otiganized Baseball
facilities. Moreover, since the 1880s, white maond minor league players had
supplemented their income...against black clubshByeiarly 1920s, several
black teams had defeated largely intact white pénal teams in postseason
series, generating positive publicity and respexhfwhite participants and
fans...major league baseball eventually restrictesiggason participation...and
limiting barnstorming squads to no more than tiplegers from a single team.
While opportunities for interracial professionahgoetition continued...generally

involved white “all-star” teams varying widely iruglity.”®°

8 Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RumBlack Institution. Philadelphia: Universitf®ennsylvania Press;
2004. 14.

8 Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RumBlack Institution. Philadelphia: Universitf®ennsylvania Press;
2004. 55.

8 Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise ana Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universit§ Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 208.
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These ownerships squabble often over booking ofisaa parks, the cut of the gate and
the administration of the league by less-than-likeanen, in the opinion of (sometimes) envious
owners. Racial conflict also arose due to white ensrand promoters (like Nat Strong) seen as
exploiting black teams for greater profits thamirsimilar white teams. This all took place
before, during and after the harshest economicatérm our nation’s history (The Great
Depression), which is more telling of the perseneeaneeded to survive the travails of both
racism and an ever-changing business model. Theofguatience is evident with nearly all
owners, black or white.

Promoter/owneAlex (Alejandro) Pompez
would improve slightly the climate of Negro
League baseball upon the death of Nat
Strong in January 1935, whose stronghold on
promotions of nearly all semi-pro/pro
baseball in New York, aside from the majors,
is evidenced in Neil LanctotNegro League

Baseball Alex Pompez — Owner

“...the involvement of Nat Strong in black basebatiiparticularly frustrated
sportswriters and owners...he had been involved aking and promoting since the
1890s and eventually controlled a number of whetaipro parks in the metropolitan
New York area. Black clubs looking for profitablarges...had little choice but to deal
with Strong...Strong’s openly exploitive tactics aseemingly mercenary attitude toward
black baseball drew steady criticism...Strong washarily driven by profit and had little
interest in developing the industry into a stahkitution...By the 1930s, Strong was
openly hostile to any organization that might pa#ly cut his bookings by weaning
black teams away from their reliance on independantes with white semi-pro&®’

8 Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise ana Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universit§ Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 24-25.
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As a quick response to Strong’s death, Alex Pomipem) in (Key West, Florid4 or
Havana, Cubi) in 1890, was able to uplift the New York Cubamstigh a refurbished field,
with lights, and integrating players of various kgounds in Harlem during the 1935 season.
(204§h and Nagle Avenue was the field locatfSnHis fledgling venture into baseball
immortality started out in the mid-1910’s as a poven of the Cuban Stars, made up of nearly all
Cuban islanders. With the constant travel of thba@uStars in the initial Eastern Colored
League, profitability of the baseball franchisedrae too difficult. As a result, Pompez returned
to a numbers racket that generated upwards of 860da3’ in the Depression Era. But could
not resist the game after Nat Strong’s death. (§tedso was the initial owner of the Brooklyn
Royal Giants in the Eastern Colored League, formddecember 1922

His money and desire to improve baseball thouglewbnost immediately hampered by
his numbers involvement (and ties to Dutch Schuhta) raised the eyebrows of prosecutor
Thomas Dewey, future governor of New York and rierasident according to the famous and
erroneous headlin®ewey Wins!!!Soon, Pompez’s indictment in May 1936 would céuseto
flee the jurisdiction, first to France then Mexit®fore coming back to the United States with
guarantees of a light sentence and his coopenaitbirthe law?®? After a hiatus of two years, he
would field the New York Cubans once again in 1839.

Financing that came from illegal means, with Guedatee and Alex Pompez being the
leading figures in that particular arena, contirslpthampered the business of black baseball. As
a result of these prosecutorial crackdowns onallegtivities, Greenlee fire-saled his juggernaut
Pittsburgh Crawfords in 1937. Losing Josh GibsadyJohnson, Jimmy Crutchfield and Harry
Kincannon for various players back, and moneypiimaary motivator, Greenlee would no
longer be a major influence in leagues. Greenlgl@yers also reflected this obvious uncertainty
by jumping to the dictator-controlled Dominican Refic for better pay and treatment in 1937.

87 http://www.baseball-reference.comBiography of Alex Pompez. Last Accessed: Octdt®r2006.

8 | anctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universitf Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 42.

8 Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise ana Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universit§ Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 43.

% Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise ana Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universit§ Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 43.

91 Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues Chronoleggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffefdorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 15.

92| anctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and Rfia Black Institution. Philadelphia: Universiif Pennsylvania Press;
2004. 59-60.
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As Satchel Paige, then a Crawford, explaineegro League Basebalthe opportunity of a
colored baseball player on these islands are the sa almost the same as those enjoyed by the
white major league players in the States. Thatsething to think about, you know?

Pompez meanwhile was cleaning up his act, or at dae to state that as his goal in the
wake of his testimony in a mob trial. His ultim&@stimony to this objective was in the ability to
return to baseball — even after suffering the tddss refurbished stadium to demolition — and
reestablishing the New York Cubans. The other ogjrespecially Effa Manley of the Newark
Eagles, resisted this open-armed approach, buthediattle.

By the late 1940’s, with the Negro Leagues in aeglPompez was asked by the New
York Giants owner Horace Stoneham to farm outddent to the Giants organization. As an
astute man and talent evaluator, with Cuban tesssisted in the transplanting of Latin
American stars Juan Marichal, Orlando Cepeda amy Ddiva to the Gianfs and Saturnino
Orestes Arrieta Armas ‘Minnie’ Minoso to the Whiex ® He continued and expanded this
vital position well into the 1960’s as the San Eiaco Giants head of international scouting,
bringing over the % Japanese pitcher, Masanori Murakami, who finishddwith 3.43 ERA in a
two-season career.

In the early 1970’s, Pompez was on the committesdeict Negro Leaguers to the Hall of
Fame, serving until 1974, his death. He was indlict® the Major League Baseball Hall of
Fame in February 2006.

Bill Veeck tells in theHustler's Handboolof how Clark Griffith, owner of the
Washington Senators, wanted him to start SatchgeRavhile in Cleveland) to draw a larger
gate to the park. This viewpoint is further suppdrby Buck O’Neil’'sl Was Right on Time

“The Washington Senators’ Clark Griffith was makegilling, because the Homestead

Grays played in Griffith Stadium when the Senawese out of town. We [O’Neil’s

team] would go in there and play the Grays andiplthe place; the Senators would

come home and play any club other than the Yankeeéshey'd have twelve thousand

%“Lanctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RtimBlack Institution. Philadelphia: University Bennsylvania Press;
2004. 62.

% http://www.baseball-reference.corBiography of Alex Pompez. Last Accessed: Octdl®r2006.

% http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htrlliography of Minnie Minoso. Last Accessed: Fetryul0,2007.
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people in there. We had’em hanging from the rafit®cshe was probably making

$100,000 off the rent and concessions with the Sy

This is but one example of a white owner knowirgf tdegro League players and the
immortal Satchel Paige were a consistent drawing iteat could pad the bottom line of the
ne’er-do-well Senators. (Clark ‘The Old Fox’ Griffiwas a turn-of-the-century right hand
pitcher of significant talent too (240-141, 3.31AR3 Shutouts), and understood what brought
fans to the park.)

A Negro League owner or executive fought internatig externally the powers of men,
and many times cut deals with dubious charactefigltbthe games. Players knew it, and
understood it. The love of the game really meaait ity Negro League players, who, at the their
best, had to be happy to make a modest sum, dvadcwould consistently watch.

The ownerships made profits in some instancesefagral seasons. According to Neil
Lanctot, the Kansas City Monarchs were modestlfitalde during the early 1940s. Over a five-
year stretch, the Monarchs reported a $260,000potéit according to the owner’s records of
Thomas Baird, a white own&tln Beyond the Shadow of the Senat@md Snyder notes the
Homestead Grays made a profit every year from 191829

Attempts by the Negro League ownerships to purchasg grounds were fairly
consistent, going back to 1922 in St. Louis witi 880 spent on a park at Compton and Market
Street:® Yet, the ability to maintain them or keep themidpendently owned was unsuccessful
as can be seen in Greenlee Field lasting lessatllmeade (1932-1938) even with a highly
successful team and likely the best assemblagdesfttin the 1930’s, white or black, in the
Pittsburgh Crawfords. Most owners of Negro Leaguaarts were renters of home grounds
whether of major league caliber, minor leagueiatéls or semi-pro fields.

But the Negro Leagues were not just about the é&ddpand ballgames. The convergence
of black enterprises came around the game of blsBlzk entertainers in music and poetry,
championship boxers, influential writers and fledgpoliticians all took great interest and

97 O'Neil B, Wulf S, Conrads D, Burns K. | Was Rigimt Time. New York: Simon & Schuster Inc.; 1996. 167
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1% Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues ChronolBggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffendorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 12.
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supported the National Pastime. People like Loumm#rong, Count Basie, Cab Calloway,
W.E.B. Dubois, Langston Hughes, Lionel Hamptonli®iHoliday, Lena Horne, Joe Louis and
many others were tied, if only through similar #h&nd lodging circumstances, to the
experiences of professional baseball players wheeshthe same skin color, as Halberstam
reflects: “There was a black world in Kansas Chigttwhite people knew almost nothing about.
It was centered at Eighteenth and Vine, wheredheetl Streets Hotel, a grand hotel where all
the best people stayed, was located. It was a heagbblack America...There would be Duke
Ellington or Count Basie [joining Buck O’Neil] fdreakfast...[But] it was a curious
bitterersweet life, he thought, to be denied sohmard yet have so much’ Such associations
grew stronger because their abilities mirroredolieer side’ of the racial divide and faced

many, if not all, the same struggles for equality.

1932 Crawfords Oscar Charleston, Satchel Page, Josh Gibson,Jétehgon and Jud Wilson

101 Halberstam David. October 1964. New York: Villddoks; 1994. 148.
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Table 2.4.3.Greatest team ever assembled?

1935 Pittsburgh Crawfords Position Played

James Cool Papa Bell (HOF) Center field

Jimmy Crutchfield Right field

Sam Bankhead Left field

Josh Gibson (HOF) Catcher

Judy Johnson (HOF) "“Baseman

Oscar Charleston (HOF) s'Baseman/Manager
Satchel Paige (HOF) Right hand Pitcher
Leroy Matlock Left hand Pitcher

As poet Langston Hughes wroteArDream Deferredan applicable bittersweet

viewpoint of what a black ballplayers’ experiene@sl hopesould bedefined as:

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
Like a raisin in the sun?

Or fest like a sore-
And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over —
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

The Negro Leagues would explode into the consciehuite baseball, and forever

affect the record books but only after the heaayglwas lifted by Jackie Robinson’s back.

Influential to the times were the black print medvgedia outlets like th€hicago
Defender, Pittsburgh Courier, Amsterdam News, Baltimore Afro American, Kansa@ality

and others, that were nearly the only voice ofstiaéistics and players of the Negro Leagues
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shared a bond too with the Negro Leagues. In magsgs; their writings are all we have left of
what was the on-the-field statistical story of bta&ck baseball.

Among the short list of great African American dgariters stand several key figures to
the growth, history and legacy of the league.

Dr. W. Rollo Wilson (18917-1956) is often compared to Red Smith, amattiluential
plain-speaking baseball writer. Dr. Wilson’s ligefilled with a wide array of occupations —
chemist, Pennsylvania boxing commissioner, figbthpoter, Negro National League
commissioner and corpsman in the U.S. Navy in WAbut sports writing was his ultimate
passion carried out over thirty yeafs.

From Jim Riesler8lack Writers/Black Basebalh few gems of Dr. Wilson:

“Oscar [Charleston] can make a baseball do evenythiit talk.**

“Some folks say that umpires are not of the saneeisp as you and mé>*

“Some of these days, I'll see a greater and morsatiée ballplayer than the Cuban Stars’

Martin Dihigo, and when | do, I'll write, wire orhfne the details to each reader of this

Colyum, collect.*®

And of Oscar Charleston, once again: “...openly dedahat he [Charleston] was a
greater star than Max Carey, then at the heightsoflays. They said he batter like a Cobb and
fielded like a Speaker, and there could be no greasise in that erd®

Rollo Wilson’s poetic words on the entrance of d@sibson into Negro League
baseball due to Buck Ewing’s finger injury: “The mager was at wit's end and for someone to
send in a sub. Up in the grandstand was a yourkylarshis way home from work in the Edgar
Thomson US Steel Mills. He was attired in the gartsef his calling, the hallmark of a horny-

handed son of toil...He lumbered down on the fielshrailed shoes and all, and offered himself

192 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Antogy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Gared the Negro
Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 114.
103 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Antogy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Gared the Negro
Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 115.
104 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Aatogy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Goed the Negro
Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 116.
105 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Aatogy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Goed the Negro
Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 118.
108 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Antogy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Gared the Negro
Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 120.
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a living sacrifice to old Cum Posey. Since nothiegter could be done, Posey accepted his
services.*"’

Wilson was among the first to push for integratodrthe baseball via columns written in
1934 during the East-West All Star Classic. He alsaisioned a possible minor league
affiliation with the Majors and often pushed Comsiser Landis to make it a priority to make
theses change&®

Dr. W. Rollo Wilson died outside Connie Mack stadiafter watching the Philadelphia
Eagles play the Pittsburgh Steel#f%.

Sam Lacy(1903-2003) started like many fans, playing balteba
and hoping for a career as a ballplayer. He spsrfohmative
years moving from Mystic, Connecticut to WashingtbrC.,

and soon would be shagging flies as a teenagbeinutfield of
Griffith Stadium while the likes Goose Goslin anaNeér
Johnson warming up in the late 1910’s and earl{)’E92° As a
ballplayer he competed early on against top bldakegps Oscar
Charleston and Biz Mackey, but soon found his eglin the

world of reporting after graduating from Howard Ueiisity in Sam Lacy. Nine Decades of

1923. Writing for the Love of the

Game

Being born to the®lblack police detective in the D.C. area, Henryks, whose love for
Senators saw plenty of disappointment, Lacy’s sp@porting career endured the Great
Depression, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Civil Rights, $p&xploration, The Internet,
Globalization and both Iragi campaigns. As a writed managing editor for tM¥ashington

Tribung Chicago DefendeandBaltimore Afro-Americaime utilized his long relationship to the

1097 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Aalbgy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Caogd the Negro

Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 121-122.
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Washington Senators leading him to promote integran the late 1930’s via his columns, radio
broadcasts and meetings with owner Clark Griffith.

Griffith reflected the times, unable to change ‘tWvas’ and using excuses of destruction
of the Negro Leagues if integration was sougharinnterview with James Floto of
Thediamondangle.cgrhacy said, “I felt that not only were blacks bgitkeprived of the
opportunity to make some money, but that whitesevbeing deprived of the opportunity to see
these fellows perform. | could see that both ofitiveere being cheated™

In August 1939, Lacy wrote: “Since man first enddwdth conscience and a sense of
appreciation he has felt keenly elated at the gretspf getting something. Why then, shouldn’t
the colored player be interrogated on the propmsapen the big league ball to him, something
we think he wants, but never botheredatsk himwhether he does?? In a prior conversation
with Clark Griffith, the owner of Senators, Griffitnade the comment that integration would
cause confrontation and possibly cost the Negrgues 400 jobs. Lacy retorted: “When
Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclanmatie put 400,000 of my people out of
jobs, and life went on'** Such was the man Sam Lacy was.

Lacy would find baseball immortality in closely aing Jackie Robinson during his
travels across the South and suffered much ofairesndignities as Robinson. Lacy once had
to type out his report on top of a dugout in Neve@ns because he was not allowed in the press
box. But his cohorts soon joined Sam as a preeestis policy™*

Sam Lacy was the first black member of the Basé&ballers Association of America in
1948, a year after Jackie cut his teeth in the maj@acy’s amazingly long career spanned nine
decades and saw induction into the writers’ winghefBaseball Hall of Fame in 1998, fifty
years after “acceptance” into the BWAA. On May 803, shortly after submitting his
handwritten column to th&fro-American 99-year old Lacy passed away.

Frank Young may have been the most retentive amjliolumnist of this group. His
career started in 1907, before Sol White’s landnpatidication and the ‘Birth of a Nation’
propaganda movie depicting blacks as inferiorssawdges. Therefore, Young’s gruff behavior

111 Floto James. Biography of Sam Lacy. Unknowmw.thediamondangle.con?006. Last accessed on June 18, 2007.
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Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 15.
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was likely due to setting a superb societal exaraptenever letting his guard down while
providing commentary on all black sports for fijtgars. He came to the burgeoning operation of
Chicago Defendera shoestring operation at the start that greMss than a decade to nearly
250,000 in circulation™

Young utilized his columns to spell out in cleandgaage what he believed, without over
glorifying any particular moment or achievemente Hay Say<yline got to the point, told of
various situations in one shot, and rarely pulleg @unches as this sample suggests:

“Mrs. Abe Manley, who owns the Newark Eagles widr husband, usually does a lot of

talking. While in Chicago, she opposed and arguginat every move that put 32,000

paid admissions in Chicago...the fortunate part of.Nianley’s arguments was that the

other club owners ignored her.

Some of Mrs. Manley objections...are, as Shakessadan The Merchant of Venice,

‘like two grains of wheat lost in two bushels oféfh you may seek all day ere you find

them — and when you have found them they are nohwioeir search.*

Young was also caring individual, donating to mertie students at the Tuskegee
Institute in Alabama, where George Washington Gamas making his own history.

Many others, such as Wendell Smith, Chester Wastingnd Randy Dixon, were also
instrumental in reporting both positive and negatnewpoints of the Negro Leagues. In
reporting on league members’ shortsightednessniaitelisputes and open confrontations while
the owners were closing their ranks against ‘theefyass’, these reporters may have undermined
their own goals in striving for racial equality.y(Biving indifferent people and racists a foothold
that African-Americans cannot operate a leaguelarsiness. They could, but struggled much
like the National League did in its early years.)

Quotes like, “the Negro National League is a pitiftganization,*'’ and “The Negro
National League is much ado about nothiti§dnly inflamed tensions in this love-hate

115 Reisler Jim. Black Writers/ Black Baseball: An Aatogy of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Goed the Negro
Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 58-59.
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Leagues. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & @any, Inc.; 1994. 59
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relationship writers had with the owners (and ptayeAs a result, even if in well-meaning
critiques, the best sportswriters did sometimesund the progress (such as it was) in getting

equal footing for the players of the game.

2.4.2. A Few Biographies of Famous Players
Buck O’Neil (1911-2006) Humble, entertaining and
guotable, John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil was born in aelle,

Florida in early November 1911. He played firstdos and
managed the Kansas City Monarchs, but he is maiilyi
known for his contributions after his meritoriows\ace to the
Negro Leagues as Ken Burns reflected timelesdysivideo
documentaryBaseball

He scouted for the Chicago Cubs, signing Mr. Cub,
Ernie Banks, and scouted out tH& &I-time leading theft
master on the base paths: Lou Brock. He has thertan
distinction as the®iblack coach in the major leagues in June
1962, fifteen years after Jackie Robinson broke iihé majors

as a ballplayer. But unfortunately, he was stildHsack
Buck O’Neil

significantly under the backward Chicago Cubs frase that 1B-OF-Manager-MLB Scout

was truly atrocious in 1950’s and early 1960's.

Buck O’Neil was more than an able player in histiiponce leading the Negro Leagues
in batting average in the mid 1940’s while playagainst Hall of Fame catchers, Josh Gibson
and Roy Campanella. He also managed Hall of Fatokgys Satchel Paige and Hilton Smith,
and in doing so, won two Negro League World Setittes **° Much later, he would become
chairman of the Negro Leagues Museum in Kansasa®ditya driving force behind the induction
of great black ballplayers unable to play in thgdvieand numerous officials key to the survival

of the Negro Leagues.

118 Dixon, Randy. Your Man’ Makes Discovery Basebakéfing Is Merely a Scheme to Embarrass NewspapeRigsburgh:
Pittsburgh Courier; February 3, 1940. 16.

19 Unknown. Buck O’Neil Biography. Unknowmmww.historicbaseball.con006. Last Accessed: January 13,
2007.
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Buck’s opinion of his play was always one of hutyiind the uplifting of others that
made the game great, but he is no less a grela¢ gfame because he firmly understood the gift
of playing the game, managing players, scoutinglmigems and passing on the love of the
sport, even after beirtgo oldto be invited to play in the Majors. But as hietlthis book] was
Right on Timespeaking again to his enjoyment of his experiemtdaseball, black, white or
shades of gloriously colorful moments. He gavesgtdil.

Buck O’Neil passed away on October 6, 2006, in l&ar@Sity, home to the Monarchs he
once managed and the museum he helped to buiidl fdegro Leaguers.

Josh Gibson (1911-1947 uite likely the greatest power hitting
catcher, possibly any position, of all time, Gibstaparted too soon,
leaving behind a mythical story, more so than ahgioplayer, aside
from Babe Ruth. (Estimated to have hit 800 home.jun

His journey to immortality started in Buena Vis@&gorgia in
1911 with the harsh reality of the antebellum Sautdoubtedly a
compelling force for his family’s later move notthPittsburgh (and
Carnegie Steel) in the early 1920’s. va/w.historicbaseball.com

guotes Gibson, “The greatest gift Dad gave me waet me out of

120 : :
Joshua Gibson the South.*” As he grew into his taut body, he found the lolve o

C-OF-1B-3B baseball in the epicenter of black baseball: Pdnasia.

By 1930, Gibson at 19 was all ready displayingrare talent and would soon be given
the moniker of ‘The Black Babe Ruth’ that speakkirges of his hitting prowess. With little
wasted motion, Gibson stood flatfooted in the batteox and generated enormous torque
without striding out to the pitchéf! To go along with his batting, his arm was deterte
likely base stealers aside from Pittsburgh teamdetees ‘Cool Papa’ Bell.

120 ynknown. Josh Gibson Biography. Unknowmww.historichbaseball.con2006. Last Accessed: January 13,
2007.
121 hitp://mwww.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnBiography of Joshua Gibson. Last Accessed: Feigrii0,2007.
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In the early 1930’s, he topped the Babe’s totalkitiyng 69, 75 and 84 home runs in
barnstorming tours and for the Pittsburgh Crawfdfé&ans and players who saw his monster
home runs gave various accounts of the distanseste in excess of 550 feet — with the one
most talked about happening in Yankee Stadium.afvse$ Colzie, a 265-game winner in 21
years in the Negro Leagues, reflect$ Will Never Forgety Brent Kelley, “...He hit the
longest ball in Yankee Stadium. They say Babe RathMickey Mantle hit the longest balls,
but Josh Gibson hit the longest one. That's betfueg brought it in around 15 or 20 feet. He hit
it like two tiers up in straightaway center fielf®It was also said that Gibson left the ‘House
That Ruth Built’ (from the right side of the plate less.) Stories surrounding Gibson’s long
taters are now only limited by survivors of thagbyge era, but all project them at over 500 feet.

Gibson started off as a semi-pro, playing for thav@ord Colored Giants in 1929 at 18
when as a paying fan he filled in for Buck Ewingloé Negro League Crawfords in July 1930.
He was fairly raw as catcher, but gifted with enous athletic ability that sharpened those dull
initial skills quickly. By the late 1930’s, Joshdefensive was superior in most respects, as
Robert Peterson'®nly the Ball Was Whitpoints out the opinions of Walter Johnson, Roy
Campanella and Jimmy Crutchfield varied, but alwayggested an outstanding arm. Likely, the
biggest flaw in his game was trouble with foul pgys.

But Gibson’s main attraction was the monster shits games and batting practice that
left many in awe of his power.

As Clark Griffith soon figured out, having the Hostead Grays (Gibson’s usual team in
the late 1930’s and 1940’s) play games regularlgeng for the abysmal Washington Senators
attendance. Gibson provided the show: hitting halisof the stadium was a huge boost to
normal attendance. As Kyle McNary reflectBilack Baseball“Gibson hit more balls into the
left field bleachers in Griffith Stadium (410 festwn the line) than the entire American
League.” Along with his teammate, 1B Buck Leondingy were dubbed ‘Murderer's Row’

mirroring (and surpassing) the Yankees in winnirgjr@ight Negro National League titles.

122 Unknown. Josh Gibson Biography. Unknowmww.historicbaseball.con2006. Last Accessed: January 13,
2007.

12 Kelley Brent. | Will Never Forget: Interviews wi9 Former Negro League Players. Jefferson, NC:avlaRd & Company,
Inc.; 2003. 25.
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In 1936, Gibson dominated the Denver Post tournanaemationwide gathering of top
talent aside from the Majors, hitting 5 home runeweer a .500 clip in 7 games (which his team
won all seven?f*

As with many heroes, their light goes out too glyicsibson is thought to have survived
his last few years with a brain tumor, refusing apgration, while playing through headaches,
hypertension and dizziness. In January 1943, Hersdffrom nervous breakdowfr. His skills
defensively eroded, but Gibson still hit home raha considerable rate over his career and led
the Negro National League in that category in imalftwo seasons. Shortly after turning 36,
Gibson died at home with his family in 1947. Jostilason is enshrined in three HOFs:
American, Mexican and Puerto Rican Halls of Fame.

Satchel Paige (1906—-1982A man who started his MLB
career in his 40’s, Satchel Paige was known fofdstball,
illegal hesitation pitch, and coming and goingtasuited
him. Being a man without country, since he raréyesd put
in one place, Paige was a nice fit on the Clevetdnb, led
by Bill Veeck Jr., that would win the World Series1948.
In Satchel’s first three games started in the nsajoe

attendance was a staggering 201,829.
Robert Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige

RHP —1B(rarely)

Growing up in Mobile, Alabama, destined to be retped for his antics, ‘Satchel’ likely earned

that moniker via the five-finger discount road theat to five years’ in Mount Meigs reform

school*?® (Historian Robert Peterson states Paige was ainkd for carrying the mailbags used

by the railroads.) Leroy Paige, like George HerRath did at Baltimore reformatory,

124 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Puliigh. TD; 2003.
142.

125 hitp:/iwww.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htriliography of Joshua Gibson. Last Accessed: Faebrii0,2007.

126 peterson Robert. Only the Ball Was White. Lond@rentice-Hall International, Inc.; 1970. 140.

127 peterson Robert. Only the Ball Was White. Lond@rentice-Hall International, Inc.; 1970. 140.

128 hitp://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htrliography of Robert Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige. LAstessed: February
10,2007.
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developed into a renowned ballplayer. Both hadeiatithat were strictly blue-collar: Paige’s was
a gardener; Ruth’s ran a bar.

His legend extended well back into 1920’'s as a&dkpitcher with little control thagot
by on overpowering talent. His first seasons werasgeep in the Jim Crow South playing in
Mobile, then for the Chattanooga Black Lookouts Birthingham Black Baron¥*

As he reached his prime, Satchel's name would agmia the Negro Leagues (or
baseball in general) when asking about who wabéise pitcher. His records in the early 1930’s
for Pittsburgh Crawfords (32-7 and 31-4), his Nddtkota barnstorming tour of 134 wins in
150 contests or his out dueling Schoolboy Roweaatehm of major leaguers reflects just how
well he pitched. But beyond the won-loss recorasshowmanship and supreme confidence,
was both exciting and abrasive.

Paige squabbled with a wide variety of owners @osrtracts, took stances based on his
upbringing and came and went as he desired. Dhis igate attraction, Paige was in constant
demand. The Newark Eagles owner Effa Manley obthineestraining order in 1938 against
Paige leaving the country for an opportunity telpiin Venezuelda® Soon after, he went to
Mexico instead. He showed up batters by removisdigiders, leaving only him and usually
Biz Mackey as his battery mate. Those man-to-bapenters with his ‘bee ball’ or ‘jump ball’
were lopsided in favor of Paige. He led playersantract jumping — with money (or a car) as
the primary motivator. This was only after the Isalaries in the Negro Leagues provided the
impetus to jump to the Dominican Republic: “if wetghe dough that we deserve, we wouldn’t
want to run out on anybody>* As usual, money and material things usually madedecision
for the HOF pitcher than was later utilized by etrex-shill owner Charlie O. Finley in the mid
1960’s at a record age of 59 years old. Paigehgotigh those 3 innings with little damage.
Satchel Paige also refused to pitch in towns whereould not lodge or get a meal in a
restaurant
While on his Mexican excursion, a sore arm jeopadlihis career where Paige struggled

through a couple seasons before coming back tdyrfedirstrength. He added polish — throwing

129 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnBiography of Robert Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige. LAstessed: February
}g’,igg;.ot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RfimBlack Institution. Philadelphia: University Bennsylvania Press;
E?01?_‘21.n7c£t1rc.)t N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RfimBlack Institution. Philadelphia: University Bennsylvania Press;
gng;étZ?s.on Robert. Only the Ball Was White. Londaenffice-Hall International, Inc.; 19700




116

a curve ball, and employing the hesitation pitdbut-his Prima Donna act was still intact, but
tempered by maturity. He made his way to Kansag (@ihere he resided at his death in June
1982) and pitched for the Monarchs for much of1Bé0’s, when not in the American League.
Robert Leroy Satchel Paige pitched in five decdiden 1926 to 1965, likely amassing
over 10,000 innings pitched, more wins than Cy Ypand admiration from competitors and
observers alike. Joe DiMaggio, a lifetime .325dnjtsurmised he was the toughest pitcher he
ever faced in West Coast exhibitioffd Ultimately though, Paige’s free spirit, his fadtiaend
wit made his way and he never looked back.

Satchel Paige’s Famous Words to Live By
1. Avoid fried meats which angry up the blood.
If your stomach disputes you, lie down and paitivith cool thoughts.
Keep the juices flowing by jangling around ggiats you move.
Go very light on the vices, such as carryingrosociety. The social ramble ain’t restful.

Avoid running at all times.

o g b~ w N

Don't look back. Something might be gaining @uy**

Willie Foster (1904-1978)Born in Calvert, Texas, the half-

brother of the Rube Foster was the premier letigheir

throughout much of the 1920’s and early 1930’slier Chicago

American Giants that Rube managed adroitly in tréyelays of

the Negro Leagues. Cumberland Posey thought hehedsest

lefty Negro League pitcher. During Foster’'s HalFeme career

(1923-1938), he utilized good heat, a fast cunsy@erb change

of pace and excellent control for the American &aKansas

City Monarchs, Homestead Grays, Pittsburgh Cravsfamt the William H. Foster - LHP
Birmingham Black Barons. Some comparisons are naéOF

Warren Spahn.

133 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnBiography of Robert Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige. LAstessed: February
10,2007.
134 O’Neil B, Wulf S, Conrads D, Burns K. | Was Right Time. New York: Simon & Schuster Inc.; 1996. 220




117

Just four days after his brother's permanent imstibalization in September 1926, Willie
threw a one-hitter against the Indianapolis ABE4.ater that same month, Foster carried his
American Giants into the 1926 Negro League WorldeSeby out pitching Wilbur ‘Bullet’ Joe
Rogan in a two shut out performances (5-0, 1-Onatjthe Kansas City Monarchs. His iron man
performance, in pitching both sides of a doublebeadas duplicated by the losing pitcher
Bullet Joe Rogan®®

In 1927, Foster went 18-3 over the course of the@®, once again leading his team to
the top of the Negro Leagues.

In the inaugural East-West All-Star game in 1938tBr amassed the most votes from
the fans and dominated on the mound for the Westdsgith a complete game victory. Again
representing the West squad in 1934, Foster rapexbéhe American Giants in the all-star game
losing a pitching duel to Satchel Paige. Like mathers, Foster played in winter leagues in
various locales with his Negro League counterpaatking up a solid winning percentage
against Major League caliber players.

After his playing days were over, Willie Foster werto coaching and eventually
landing back at his alma mater as baseball coagibaan of Men at Alcorn College in
Mississippi. He died in Lorman, Mississippi in Sapber 1978. Eighteen years later, he
received the nod into the Major League Baseball éfdfame. Foster, along with Paige, John
Donaldson, “Bullet” Joe Rogan and “Smokey” Joe fitis were honored as th& team
pitchers on the all-Negro League team in a 1BB@burgh Couriempoll.**’

138 Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues ChronolBggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jefferdorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 40.

138 Hauser Christopher. The Negro Leagues Chronolggnts in Organized Baseball, 1920 —1948. Jeffersorth Carolina:
McFarland & Company, Inc; 2006. 43.

137 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Puliigh. TD; 2003.
145.
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Martin Dihigo (1905-1971) A man in 4 Baseball Hall of Fames
(Cuban, US, Mexican, Venezuela), Dihigo makes thatjpnal
accomplishments of Pete Rose look run-of-the-fcn in
Matanzas, Cuba, the 6’3" sleek-and-long ballplaarted off as a
middle infielder, but soon found plenty of workapower-hitting
speedster with a cannon arm everywhere duty calleeke was
little, if anything, this man could not do on a ehall field. He
would pitch near the level of Satchel Paige, whiténg at a pace

o that only Josh Gibson could destroy. His versglias exceptional
Martin Dihigo — 2B, SS,

OF, 1B, 3B, C, RHP,
Manager

and carried over to every league this man playediwch was in
short, everywhere in the Western Hemisphere thsetlizdl called
home.
His first season was 1923 playing for the CubamsSi&Ed Bolden’s Eastern Colored League.
Before Dihigo reached his 2birthday, he was the superstar of the leaguejrigaut tying in
home runs and hitting a robust .421 and .370 ir6 &1 19273 As usual for these leagues, he
was traded from the Cuban Stars to Homestead Grdlge 1928 season. Getting only a season
with the Grays, he was traded again to Hilldalesiggi where he racked up a high .300 batting
average.

When his seasons in the United States were ovevpht go back to native Cuba to
terrorize pitchers in the 1920’s with a .400+ agtaverage. Dihigo assaulted Cuban pitching
over the course of 10 league seasons, going mrestabove a .300 BA.

As he ‘aged’ to thirty, it appears pitching becaamaore fruitful hobby to take up consistently.
According to James Riley and tNegro League E-Museuwebsite:

“He remained primarily an everyday player until 39336 with Santa Clara in the

Cuban League. But once he made the transitiort¢bipg, he had four consecutive

seasons (1935-1939) of 11-2, 14-10, 11-5, and 14-the 1943-1944 winter season he

was 8-1 with a 2.23 ERA. His control was good kattexceptional, nor was his strikeout
ratio. His move to the mound was made when he vaasaging himself, winning
consecutive Cuban championships in 1935-1936 vatitéSClara and with Marianao in

138 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnBiography of Martin Dihigo. Last Accessed: Fedmu10,2007.
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1936-1937. During the former season he had five hés in the final game to overtake

teammate Willie Wells for the batting title with268 average...

In 1937 he played in Santo Domingo with the Aqufasaenas ballclub, where
he was their leading hitter and ace pitcher. lemahstration of both his versatility and
ability, he finished near the top in both hittingdgpitching, losing out to Satchel Paige in
victories and to Josh Gibson in batting averageh@tplate he tied for the league lead in
home runs while finishing with a .351 batting awgrathird best in the league. On the
mound his 6-4 record represented the second highegotal in the league and
accounted for almost half of his team's victoriethie 28-game season.”

Dihigo was no stranger to major league ballplagéiser. His talent was so well known
that HOF power hitter Johnny Mize stated other tamuld walk Dihigo intentionally to get to
him.*** He was also well traveled, playing in Mexico, RadRico, Venezuela, the Dominican
Republic and elsewhere throughout Latin Americadddrbtedly, his play influenced fans in
these locales to get their sons into the game atdy age as his post-baseball appointment as
the Minister of Sports by Fidel Castro strongly ges}s.

Dihigo died three days short of his"8birthday in Cienfuegos, Cuti&

James ‘Cool Papa’ Bell (1903-1991)s likely the fastest CF in
baseball history with an incredulous clocking ofse2onds around
the base$?* (Was once scheduled to race 1936 Olympic 100 and
200 meter champion Jesse Owens in a match raceesIBell may
be among the first players to switch $itelyto take greater
advantage of his world-class speed from the ldft sifter starting
out as solely right-hand hitter.

Bell's family heritage was likely born outthe Trail of Tears
James ‘Cool Papa’ Bell

CF- LHP

Cherokee Indian saga in the 1830’s under Presiettew

Jackson. While growing up in Starkville, Mississipp a farni*?

139
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Bell started out as most do: on the sandlots amldeipickup games of youth. His teenage years
saw him work in St. Louis while improving his gameeprofessional levels. Not surprisingly, his
then strong lefty arm and wide array of pitches @atelases led him first to duty off the mound.

As the Negro Leagues took off in the early 1928'49-year old Bell gained a reputation
as unflappable on the mound, winning games ankirggrout legends such as five-tool star
Oscar Charlestotf® Before he could make himmeas a dominant pitcher (though he did,
thanks to his St. Louis Star manager Bill GatewpQaol Papa Bell was injured, converted to
center field and gained the truer legacy that remaiell intact as the speedy, daring jitterbug of
a leadoff man that defined much of the Negro Leagylein many reflections. Bell was known
to turn bunt singles into doubles; long singles iatred triples; and madden catchers with his
threats and feints to steal, only to easily swigeds despite the backstop’s best efforts.

Cool Papa’s services were well used and well teavhroughout his career. Bell was the
likely table setter for three Negro League dynastileeSt. Louis Starswho won championships
in the depression-era of 1928, 1930, and 1931H#ieof Fame ladeRittsburgh Crawfords
teams, of 1932-1936, often called the best team ieMalack baseball; and lastly, tkkomestead
Grays of 1943-1945 for the backend of their nine contieelchampionship$!* (See Appendix
9.2) In the late 1930’s, Bell took his bat and spsedth to Santo Domingo with Satchel Paige
and hit .318 to help win the championship for dimta rujillo’s team before moving to mainland
Mexico and competing in the Mexican Leagues for p@m Veracruz and Torredi® At 37,

Bell won the Mexican League Triple Crown (.437, RH9RBI, 119 Runs, 28 SBY¥

Without a doubt, Bell's peskiness was evidentisndonsistently high batting and the
stolen bases racked up against his foes. For mnty years (1922-1946), Bell's batting
averages were well above .300 plateau and hisy/ttievery East-West All Star showcase he
was eligible for, reflects the one-of-a-kind talantd fan admiration Bell enjoyed.

After the end of his baseball career he worked @sstodian and night security officer at the St.
Louis City Hall, retiring in 1970. Bell was honoréat his long and distinguished baseball career

143 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnliography of James ‘Cool Papa’ Bell. Last Acegss=ebruary 10,2007.
144 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnBliography of James ‘Cool Papa’ Bell. Last Acegss=ebruary 10,2007.
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by being inducted into the National Baseball HalFame in 1974. He passed away one month
after his wife, Clara, died in 1991, due to hetteick*’

Ray Dandridge (1913- 1994)inducted into the

MLB Hall of fame in 1987, third baseman-manager

Ray Dandridge of 1948 New York Cubans could put

on a masterful display of fielding to go along wath

solid contact bat. Starting out with the Detro&iSt

in 1933, he soon moved over to the Newark Eagles

where he stayed for much of his career in the dnite

States as part of the “million dollar infield” of iNe

Suttles, Willie Wells and Dick Seay. Ray ‘Hooks’ Dandridge — 3B, SS, 2B

He, like many of his contemporaries, went to L&merica for acceptance and money as he
spent nearly all of WWII playing in the Latin/Mexino Leagues as a HOF shortstop. Because of
that penchant for leaving the U.S., Effa Manleynewof the Newark Eagles, threaten
unsuccessfully to get his draft status upgradek®i5*®

From BaseballLibrary.confSoon after Jackie Robinson signed with the Bipok

Dodgers, Bill Veeck contacted Dandridge about plgyith the Cleveland Indians, but
Dandridge refused to leave Mexico without a bohaser, in 1949, at age thirty-five, he was
signed by the New York Giants and assigned to th@ne-A farm club at Minneapolis. He
batted .363 his first year there, and won the leagMVP award in 1950, when he led
Minneapolis [Millers] to the league championshidpite his achievements, the Giants would
not promote him to the parent club.

While at Minneapolis, Dandridge provided advice asdistance to a young Willie Mays,
who never forgot the help or the man. ReturninGooperstown for Dandridge's induction into
the Hall of Fame (he was elected by the CommitteBaseball Veterans in 1987), Mays stated,

147 overro Thom. The Encyclopedia of Negro LeagueeBa#i. New York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File,)n2003. 20.
148) overro Thom. The Encyclopedia of Negro League BaBeNew York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File,.)Jn2003. 69.



122

‘Ray Dandridge helped me tremendously when | camaugh Minneapolis. Sometimes you just
can't overlook those things. Ray was a part of emt was coming along**°

When Dandridge was forty, he still hit .311. Hasna smooth fielder despite a bow
legged stance — with a least one wise crack béiaiget train could go between his legs, but a
ground ball couldn’t. Due to his age, and by esitem his race, Dandridge was kept from the

Majors during the twilight of his career.

George ‘Mule’ Suttles(1901-1968) George
Suttles may have been the second greatest
power hitter in the Negro Leagues while
playing an average™sack. As James A. Riley
tells us, “The prodigious home runs hit by the
big Louisiana native were powered by muscles
developed in the coal mines of Birmingham,
where Suttles played semi-pro ball on the
mining teams of the area. These teams would
form the nucleus for the Birmingham Black
Barons in later years, and Suttles’ older brother
Charles was also a good player but broke his
leg in the mines the same year that he was
Mule Suttles — 1B & OF supposed to report to the Negro National

League.

Suttles was more fortunate and began his profesiscameer at age seventeen. He played twenty-

six years before bowing out as an active playawjitegy behind a .338 lifetime average in league

play. His longevity may be attributed to his outam life, which he expressed, ‘Don't worry

about the Mule going blind, just load the wagon givé me the lines.**°

Even though he was swing-at-everything and strikieaslot hittet!, Suttles became a patient

hitting instructor and frequently kept the moodtign sometimes onerous positions as were the

149 \www.BaseballLibrary.com. Ray Dandridge Biograptimknown: The Idea Logical Company, Inc; 2002.
http://www.baseballlibrary.cont.ast Accessed: July 12, 2006.
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times he played through. In the East-West All §&@nes, Mule hit home runs off Martin Dihigo
(among others) to secure victories for the Westa gsiote from th@ittsburgh Courier’'s
William Nunn included in Thom Loverro'She Encyclopedia of Negro League Baset®flects:

“Suttles threw his mighty body in motion. His fanbved forward. His huge shoulder

muscles bunched. Came a switch through the argck @s of a rifle, and a projectile

hurled from a cannon, the ball started its meteftight. On a line it went. It was headed
towards right center. [Cool Papa] Bell and [JosijsBn were away at the crack of the
bat...That ball ticketed by Mule Suttles, CLEARED thistant fence in far away right
center, landing 475 feet from home plate>2”

In his barnstorming tours against MLB players saw brutalize pitchers with hits and
home runs just the same, hitting 11 round trippe at-bats against those stars. In Havana,
Cuba, Mule hit with his estimated 40+ ounce batagestic home run that traveled nearly 200
yards (600 feet) to a where a plaque resides tortibe feat>

George ‘Mule’ Suttles died of cancer in Newark, N#svsey in1968 and was inducted
into the HOF in 2006.

Wilbur ‘Bullet Joe’ Rogan (1889-1967) Considered the most
versatile aside from Martin Dihigo, Bullet Joe abbiring five
distinguishable pitches at a batter from a sideneé¢-quarters
arm slot: fastball, curve, forkball, palmball, aswitter. Born in
Oklahoma, his playing career started in the prerblégague era
(1908), but cost him very little. He soon joined thrmy, serving
his country for eight years, while traveling to tPleilippines,
Hawaii and Arizona and playing baseball heavilyimgithe
hitch*>*

Joe Rogan — P/OF/Manager

Soon after his military service was completed, Rdgacame a star pitcher for the Kansas City
Monarchs from 1920-1938. (A young Casey Stenget) recommended him to J.L Wilkinson,
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owner of the Monarchs, scouted him out.) As an kaefielding pitcher, true army veteran,
and middle-of-the-lineup hitter, Rogan managedvlle@archs by 1926 and much of their
success happened under his watch. (In 1926, h&33tin the playoffs while pitching both
halves of the doubleheader against Willie Fostefoldunately, Foster got the better of his
Kansas City team.)

James A. Riley reflects that various opinions texion Bullet Joe, the manager: “A
knowledgeable manager, he provide capable leageasioi continued as manager of the
Monarchs during his twilight years, until his retinent in 1938. During this time he was
variously described as easygoing, jolly, quiet, gadtlemanly by some observers, but
characterized by others as arrogant, uncooperaicedemanding of his players.”

From Baseball-Reference.com: “His 52 complete gaisméhe CWL record and he ranks
second in innings (516, trailing Satchel Paige stnéeouts (351, trailing Paige). He is 5th with
5 shutouts and third with 42 wins (behind Paige @hdt Brewer). Quote: ‘Joe Rogan was one
of the world's greatest pitchers. ...Hw was a clyditite guy, but he could throw hard. He could
throw hard as Smokey Joe Williams-yeah.’ Satchi&e?drom the boolBlackball Stars'*>®

Rogan played alongside Adolfo Lugque, a Cuban pitthat passed for white in the MLB
Braves and Reds organization for a period of twgatys, and Rogan was considered Luque’s
superior in every way, pitching and hitting. Ludireshed his big league career with 193 wins
versus 179 losses with 3.24 ERA.

Joe Rogan died in Kansas City in 1967 and wascteduinto the HOF in 1998.

1%5 http://www.baseball-reference.com/bullpen/Bullebgn Bull Joe Rogan Bio. Last Accessed: February P072
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John Henry ‘Pop’ Lloyd (1884-1965)0Often called the
‘Black Honus Wagner’, Lloyd was alternately ternibd
best all-around ballplayer in the first thirty yeam the
20" century, white or otherwise. Found playing on the
sandlots in Jacksonville, Florida in 1905 by Rubster
and Sol White (where Lloyd had grown up), Lloyd mad
long career playing on the pre-Negro League tedrtizeo
Cuban-X Giants, Philadelphia Giants, the Lelandh@Gia
and New York Lincoln Giant§>® Batting left and
throwing right, he dominated the field in ways taigeen.

As James A. Riley reflects, “He was a completepbayer
HOF Shortstop John Henry Lloyd

with HOF Jimmy Foxx

who could hit, run, field, throw, and hit with porye
especially in the clutch. A superior hitter andasagerous
base runner, his knowledge and application of asid

baseball as defined in the era allowed him to ggaer

runs with a variety of skills. In the field he wasuperlative fielder who studied batters and
positioned himself wisely, got a good jump on théd,lmand possessed exceptional range and sure
hands with which he dug balls out of the dirt l&keshovel. Lloyd's play in the field earned him
the nickname in Cuba of ‘El Cuchara,’ Spanish Tdre Tablespoon.*®’ For the next fifteen
years, John Lloyd would play for many teams (eagHeast), the best managers (Rube Foster)
and compile a reputation of a winner, before thgrid.eagues were born. He played well past
forty, hitting .368 in Negro Leagues after age'356.

Off the field, Lloyd was a true cut-up with a adavzing personality, who did not take to
vices (drink, smoke or swearing) as many black loitevplayers did. He spent time in the
Quartermaster office in Chicago during WWI, aneafiaseball, worked in the post office as a

custodian. ‘Pop’ Lloyd also managed and coacheuwsilevels of baseball and served as Little

156 hitp://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htriliography of John Henry Lloyd. Last Accessedbrieary 10,2007.

157 http:/ivww.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htriliography of John Henry Lloyd. Last Accessedbrieary 10,2007.

1%8 James Bill. The New Bill James Historical Baseldistract: The Classic — Completely Revised. NewkY@he Free Press;
2001. 186.
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League commissioner in Atlantic City, becomingeoféte to many children and adults alike.
Babe Ruth also considered Lloyd the best playédraueever known->°
John Henry Lloyd was inducted into the HOF in 1977

Raleigh ‘Biz’ Mackey (1897-1965)Known for his rocket arm,
throwing sometimes ala Benito Santiago from a skepdsition
(only better) between innings and with deadly aacyr Mackey
tutored four HOF players in Larry Doby, Monte IrviRoy
Campanella and Don Newcombe while catching and giagaf
the Newark Eagles. The switch-hitting Mackey wa®ad hitter,
with power from both sides of the plate, as evidenoy a .423
batting average, 20 home runs and a .698 sluggrgeptage for

Hilldale in the Eastern Colored League's inaugsealson, Biz Mackey — Catcher,
1923}%° as a 25-year old shortstop. Mackey also sharesatime Shortstop, 3° base,
birthplace as Smokey Joe Williams: Seguin, Texas. Manager

Mackey taught a young Roy Campanella (age 15-b8¢at deal about catching as a member of
the Baltimore Elite Giants in 1937. Raleigh plays@r twenty seasons as primarily the best
defensive catcher in the league, from 1923 to 194 managed the Newark Eagles in 1946,
taking his double play combo of Larry Doby and Mofzin to Newark’s only World Series
title, while usually conflicting with his owner, meely Effa Manley. Newark that year was led on
the bump by legends HOF Leon Day, Max Manning anfli®Lewis ®*

Mackey had extraordinary gifts, as evidenced by tpiote: “Although he was barely
literate, Mackey was intelligent, had a good bakebhiaad, and employed a studious approach to
the game. The ballpark was his classroom, andersadeball was his subject of expertise. He

relied on meticulous observation and a retentivenorg to match weaknesses of opposing

159 hitp:/ivww.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htriliography of John Henry Lloyd. Last Accessedbrieary 10,2007.
188yww.blackbaseball.conBiz Mackey Biography. TK Publishers: Atlanta, GZQ06. Last Accessed: January 2007.

161 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Puliigh. TD; 2003.
121-122.
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hitters with the strengths of his pitching staffi &xpert handler of pitchers, he also studied
people and could direct the temperaments of hietsuas well as he did their repertoires.

He was also a jokester, and utilized good-natueedds and irrelevant conversation to try
to distract a hitter and break his concentratioth@fplate, and was a master at "stealing" strikes
from umpires by framing and funneling pitches. Réis recognized his generalship and liked to
pitch to the big, husky receiver who, for his si@s surprisingly agile behind the plate. This
unexpected quickness, coupled with soft hands,leddbe versatile athlete to play often at
shortstop, third base, or in the outfield, andaltyh lacking noteworthy range, he proved adept
at any position. He was also a smart base runmkradithough not fast, pilfered his share of
bases %

After a long career, spanning nearly the entirerdégague era, Biz Mackey worked as

a forklift operator. He was finally lifted up toarall in 2006.

Hilton Smith (1912-1983)Another Texan that was a dominating
pitching option in Negro Leagues, Hilton Lee Smithas as quiet as
Satchel Paige was boastful. Because of that, kisngglishments
were always contrasted with his later teammateyghdy
comparison Smith was as well-rounded and polisksdélagge was
rough and raw. Discovered as a Prairie View A&Mdgy at
nineteen after several years of college ball, Smdk signed by the
Austin Senators, an independent semi-pro teamatomthe usually

Hilton Smith — RHP-OF-1p  Powerful Chicago American Giants.

Before long Hilton was traveling south of the bartteface Mexican league competition while
showing off his unusual stuff and hitting rathedlw®mith had a very special fast curve to go
with sinker, slider, screwball, change and exceélggs, all commanded and thrown from
different arm slots. As a 6’2" lanky pitcher, heishhave intimidated with his ability to get any
pitch over the plate. All the while, he was quiat bonfident as he went from pro team to pro
team, much like others of his day were prone (aatiy required) to do. He also had a solid

bat, able to provide offense (batting cleanup Wiehita, Kansas semi-pro tournament) when

162 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htnBiography of Biz Mackey. Last Accessed: Februb0y2007.
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other teammates were too hung otf&i(His North Dakota-based teammates: “Double Duty”
Radcliffe, Chet Brewer and Satchel Paige.)

Smart is but one adjective used to describe HBomth as he went on to various teams,
winning consistently and always performing in thadows of other greats. He was known for
picking off runners by upsetting runner’s timingdtgh prolonged waits to home. Smith’s
Negro League record of (161-32, .834) from 19378184among the best recorded in the era,
white or black.

He was inducted into Cooperstown in 2001, 18 yafies his death in Kansas City.

Oscar Charleston(1896-1954)Born in Indianapolis, Charleston
was Ty Cobb, Tris Speaker and Babe Ruth rolledoni As a
left-handed power hitter, with speed aplenty, asueate arm and
smarts in the OF, he oozed great ability and Velatinotions.
(Three Cobb-like incidents: beating up an umpieeaaoving the
hood of a KKK member and total disregard on theslzeths,
spikes elevated on every slidé?)He served in the U.S. Army
(24" infantry team) and was stationed in Manila, Ppities

during the war’s beginning. As the best centedgelbefore (or
after) Cool Papa, he ran track with a 23-seconthgrm the 220-

Oscar Charleston — OF
yard dash. In 1921, as a member of the St. LowasiS] he led the

NNL in hitting (.446), f'in triples (10), I'in total bases (137)n slugging (.774) and®1in
steals (28%° For the decade, he hit over .400 in league pikstylwas the leagues’ premier
clutch hitter and often was referred to in the klggorts press as “The Hoosier Comet.”

183 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubigh. TD; 2003.
162.
184 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubigh. TD; 2003.
133.
185 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Puliigh. TD; 2003.
133.



King Tut, manager Oscar Charleston and

Connie Morgan of the Indianapolis Clowns.

Buck Leonard — 1B, OF,

Manager
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As a manager, Charleston was as unstable as
he was as the player, never really retiring from
the game. He took over as player-manager of
the Crawfords in 1931, staying with the
Greenlee’s powerhouse until they essentially
folded in 1938. Later, he would manage the
Indianapolis Clowns, utilizingling Tutas his
pitcher. Oscar Charleston is considered by
many experts to be in the same class as Willie
Mays as an all around player, and possibly
even better. Charleston passed away in 1954 in
Philadelphia (heart attack) and was enshrined
in 1976.

Buck Leonard (1907 —1997)Growing up in North
Carolina, Walter Fenner “Buck” Leonard barely knew
childhood before being required to work for his figia
survival, after his father's death from influen¥ith his &"
grade graduation at thirteen, Buck Leonard quibsthnd
started sewing hosiery, shining shoes before adivgnc
through various jobs as a porter, messenger aindaai
mechanic at Atlantic Coast Line Railroad over thgtn
decadé® Leonard took charge of his family’s finances and
fortunes and enjoyed baseball as a diversion tiauicthe
1920’s, but little desire to expand his exploitydra the
sandlots.

186 Snyder Brad. Beyond the Shadow of the Senatomrs:Urtiold Story of the Homestead Grays and the tatEm of Baseball.

Chicago: Contemporary Books; 2003. 16.
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Quiet, thoughtful, but firm, “Bucky®’ was a role model for his five siblings and wanted
college for his younger brother, Charlie, even titothey both tried professional baseball by
1933. After a decade as a railroad mechanic, Buaklaid off. Buck’s exploits in baseball were
all ready known in the area, leading to an offgplay for money. After various stints on semi-
pro teams in 1933, Leonard was directed to repithing legend-turned-bartender Smokey Joe
Williams who suggested the Homestead Grays asothéan to bouncing around from team to
team?:®

Very soon into the 1934 season, and after an limékzuff by Cum Posey, Leonard was
praised for his left-hand power and solid fieldi@gpnsidered the ‘Lou Gehrig of the Negro
leagues’, Leonard played with Josh Gibson for $@es, batting"3or 4" in the lineup of the
Grays. As a highly paid player just behind Satérabe and Josh Gibson, which was likely only
around $300/month, Buck Leonard traveled coasbé&st; but soon kept his brother Charlie,
who he felt had other skills, from playing professl baseball. This after Charlie had made it to
the Newark Eagles in 1936. Yet in retrospect, Ghdonard was not done a disservice as he
became a teacher, employment specialist and conyraader'®®

In 1937, Josh Gibson came back from his stintRgtsburgh Crawford and the nucleus
of the batting order of nine consecutive champigas cemented.

Buck was class personified; he brought an eaggperable and business-like approach
to the £ sack position. He had no equal during the late)’s98nd early 1940’s as he played in
more All-Star games and racked up records for heni®ls and total bases in the East-West
classics. Leonard hit well over .300 for his cal@®il consistently hit home runs into his late
40’s, as his 13 home runs in 62 games in a Celalcan League in 1955 confirm&

187 Snyder Brad. Beyond the Shadow of the Senatomrs:Urtiold Story of the Homestead Grays and the tatEm of Baseball.
Chicago: Contemporary Books; 2003. 17.

168 Snyder Brad. Beyond the Shadow of the Senatomrs:Urftold Story of the Homestead Grays and the tatem of Baseball.
Chicago: Contemporary Books; 2003. 28.

189 gnyder Brad. Beyond the Shadow of the Senatomrs:Urftold Story of the Homestead Grays and the tatem of Baseball.
Chicago: Contemporary Books; 2003. 47-48.

170 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of AfricaAmericans & the National Game. London: PRC Puliigh. TD; 2003.
150.
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Roy Campanella (1921-1993)As the ' Negro Catcher in
MLB, he was to redefine his position immediatelypasverful
bat and a steadying influence on his pitching st@fampy” was
almost the polar opposite of Jackie Robinson,eméthy, non-
confrontational man even during the toughest ofsions,
whereas Jackie was harden to win at all costs @figld. Roy
“Poochinella®™ Campanella hone his catching skills from Biz
Mackey, and his immediate stardom in the Natioregdue
reflected the lack of skill that was availablelsttcrucial

position in all of baseball.

He began his playing career as a 15-year pupthiBaltimore Elite Giants in 1937. He would,
like so many others, go to Mexico, Cuba and PuRito to play baseball in the 1940’s, always
reflecting well on his ability. While growing intan immensely talented hitter in the Negro
Leagues, it was his destiny to become a Brooklydd®o, and join Jackie Robinson and pitching
great Don Newcombe in making the Dodgers into anp@al contender for the NL Pennant and
yearly opponent of the Yankees. But as early a8,188y was slated for a different team, as
James Riley writes for the Negro Leagues Basebaiddm: “As a high-school student he was
invited by the Philadelphia Phillies to work outSitibe Park, but when he arrived and they
discovered he was black, the offer was rescind&d.”

At 27, Campanella reached the Majors and hit a $to@&8 in his first season, after
winning the MVP of the Eastern League (Montreal &syJackie’s first team) in 1946 and
1947. During the next 9 seasons, Roy slugged .5ttBan359 OBP for the Dodgers, averaging
26 home runs in 453 at bats. During the earlyeiftiCampanella toured after the season with the
Jackie Robinson All-Starsvho played against Syd Pollock’s Indianapolisv@is, a great all-
black touring team that had Hank Aaron as a fdliéer playing in Eau Claire for the Braves. As
one quote reflects Campy’s crowd analysis: “Cangayjd walk into a field and take one look
and tell you within 50 how many people were théfé.”

17 hitp:/iwww.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htriliography of Roy Campanella. Last Accessedriraty 10,2007.
172 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htmliedggaphy of Roy Campanella. Last Accessed: Feprii@j2007.
173 pollock Alan, Riley James. Barnstorming to Heav@yd Pollock and His Great Black Teams. Tuscalodsaversity of
Alabama; 2006. 267-268.
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In those same times, Campanella won 3 NL MVPs aokl the Brooklyn team to their
only World Series title, hitting 32 home runs aradting .318 and driving home 107 runs in
1955. Great as that was, Campanella was cut dowarireak car accident on a snowy night, left
paralyzed from the waist down. Campanella wasyike¢ most dangerous MLB catcher of the
1950’s, with only the post seasons of catcher Begra (HOF 1972) in Campy'’s class (HOF
1969.)

Campanella died in Woodland Hills, California omé26, 1993 at age 71.

John Donaldson (18921970) From every account, Donaldson
was a total class act as a player no matter wheetedk the
mound. A 511" lean lefty, with a powerful arm aadnap-
dragon curve, Donaldson was born in Glasgow, Missou
February 20, 1892. His barnstorming career stantd®11 and
lasted well into middle of the Great Depressionsiaf his best
work was done prior to the formation of Foster'syieNational
League, but he did play center field for originarisas City

John Donaldson — Monarchs that was formed by J.L. Wilkinson in 192ugh

LHP/CF 1922174

He was a well-known commodity on the barnstormows, pitching against all comers,
including disgraced 1919 Chicago White Sox shopt§barles Risberg in 19257 As with all
Negro League and pre-Negro League stars, Donaldasmwell traveled from Los Angeles to
Brooklyn from Detroit to Chicago. From researchersounts, namely Pete Gort6h

Donaldson amassed the following impressive stesisti

235-84 W-L, (.737) Winning % - Completed 296 of 322 starts (92%)

3,832 strikeouts (with another 193 K’s - 22 one-hitters, six no-hitters and a perfect
not verified by actual box scores) game

1.37 ERA and 86 shutouts - .334 BAin over 1,800 at bats

174 http://www.wikipedia.com/wiki/John_Donaldson - Bi@aphy of John Donaldson. Last Accessed: Februarg@07.
17 Hoffbeck Steven, Editor. [Book Review Excer@ivinging For The Fences: A History of Black BaselmaMinnesota.
Unknown: MHS PRESS; 2005. Unknown. Last Accessebrirary 25, 2007.

176 http://www.wikipedia.com/wiki/John_Donaldson - Biaghy of John Donaldson. Last Accessed: Februar2@®7.
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Donaldson’s skills caught the eye of John McGramcéoagain) who likely made these
two statements: “I think he is the greatest | énare seen, and | would give $50,000 for him if it
weren't for the color line in baseball,” and “iéduld dunk him in calamine lotion, I'd sign him.”
McGraw’s penchant for seeking talent — going bacKherokee Charlie Grant — was truly
unabashed, but unfortunately did not lead him tes&ongly.

After his playing days were over, he worked atth8. postal service in the 1930’s and
coached Satchel Paige for a while. After JackibiiRgon broke into the bigs, Donaldson was
hired as the first African American scout by thadalgo White Sox in 1949. His playing ability
was also honored by a 19B#tsburgh Couriempoll, voting by former Negro leagues players put
him as the first-team left-handed pitcher. Donatdaould pass away while still residing in

Chicago and was buried in Burr Oak Cemetery inpAlBlinois. "’

Judy Johnson (1899-1989)Considered among

the smartest and clutch players of his day, Judy

Johnson was a wiry ballplayer, weighing in at

under 150 pounds at 5’11” tall. His value as a

ballplayer was measured by his slick fielding (akin

to Brooks Robinsol®) and great arm at 3B. As a

teenager, he grew up in Wilmington, Delaware,

playing baseball for his dad’s local team before

taking a job at the New Jersey docks during the

later phases of WWI. Even as a line drive hitter,

his game-winning home run in th& llegro

League World Series in 1924 kept the Hilldale William “Judy” Johnson
Daisies close, eventually losing the nine-game set - 3B & MLB Scout
to the Monarchs.

As one famous teammate on the Pittsburgh Crawf@#8sled Page, crowed about Johnson’s

third sack skill: “Judy Johnson was the smarteastl thaseman | ever came across. A scientific

r http://mww.wikipedia.com/wiki/John_Donaldson - Biaghy of John Donaldson. Last Accessed: Februar2@®7.

178 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of Africamericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubiigh
LTD; 2003. 147.
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ball player, he did everything with grace and poteau talk about playing third base? Heck, he
was better than anybody | saw. And | saw Brooksiksan, Mike Schmidt and even Pie
Traynor. He had a powerful, accurate arm. He cdoldnything, come in for a ball, cut if off at
the line, or range way over toward the shortstdp.Hee was really something™

As sure-handed as he was, Johnson was a silépiagal who was a consummate
professional. He knew his job and did it well. BE2, thePittsburgh Couriemamed him the™
best ¥ basemen behind Oliver Marcelle, who played a sirlyilstingy 3 base in that*iNegro
League World Series.

After his playing career, Johnson would work tog Milwaukee Braves as a scout in the
vein of Buck O’Neil, and bring speedster Bill Bratto the big leagues and into his family.

He was inducted into Baseball’'s HOF in 1975 awmddito be 89 years old, passing away
in Wilmington, Delaware.
‘Smokey Joe’ Williams (1885-1946)Considered by many Negro
League players and historians the fastest pitchaif-tme, the rangy
righthander (6’4"+, 190-200 Ibs.) cut his teethTiexas, in the pre-
Negro Leagues. His speed, longevity and origineweost similar to
Nolan Ryan’s. He was born in Seguin, Texas, arsd firade his
presence felt in Texas as a star hurler, pitchinghfe San Antonio
Black Broncos from 1907-1909.

Before long, he was testing out his overpavgestuff against the

best Negro teams (led by Rube Foster) and defethtérg in
overwhelming fashion. As a result of his masteryllisg¥ns was
signed to pitch for Frank Leland’s Chicago Giant4910, Rube’s

team. After only a season, he moved over to the Xexk Lincoln
Joseph ‘Smokey Joe’

Williams —RHP, OF,
1B, Manager

Giants were he stayed for the next decade. Indaslfio-head match
ups against premier MLB pitchers such as Groveveélénd

Alexander, Waite Hoyt, Chief Bender and Walter Jahm he won 20 out of 27 gan&s.

179 Negro League Baseball Players Association. Bidwyay William Judy Johnson. Unknown: www.nlbpa.gdviarch 2007.
Last Accessed: March 2007.

180 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of Africamericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubiigh
LTD; 2003. 166.
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Baseballlibrary.conasserts this record as 22-7-1 and adds more &idhe

“In exhibition games against major leaguers, Whtisacompiled a 22-7-1 record with 12
shutouts. Two of the losses came when he was 4§ g&j two others were in 1-0
games. In 1912 he shut out the National League pltaniNew York Giants 6-0. In 1915
he struck out 10 while hurling a 1-0 three-hit stuitover Hall of Famer Grover
Cleveland Alexander and the Phillies. In a 1917@kbn, he no-hit the Giants and
struck out 20, but lost 1-0 on an error. Thougthbor score has been found to confirm
this game, it is firmly rooted in oral history. lesgd has it that it was after this game that
Giants Hall of Famer Ross Youngs tagged Williamthwhe name ‘Smokey Joe.” Ty
Cobb, never a friend to the black player, said Mftis would have been a ‘sure 30-game
winner’ if he had played in the majors. Williamsetv approximately 40 no-hitters, some
against semi-pro competition, recording his lash g 1928 at forty-two ***

As he aged, and lost overpowering stuff, Williamabstituted power for impeccable
control and guile on the mound. Pitching into te laite 40’s with above .500 success.

Some confusion exists over William’s death as tjiste reflects, “The Clowns opened
their 1950 season May 7 with a doubleheader agtiiadtiew York Cubans at the Polo Grounds
attended by all-time great pitcher Smokey Joe Wfii, then 64 years old. The games were
played in his honor...Smokey Joe spent a good pavtagf7, 1950, in the Clowns dugout, and
Dad [Syd Pollock] introduced us, but then, as closeim as | wanted to get, | could get no
nearer than the far side of five or six players. kewaup his thoughts and black baseball
lore.”® According to various sources, Smokey Joe Willigr@ssed away on March 12, 1946 in
New York City, some four years before this everdued. But Joseph ‘Smokey Joe’ Williams
exploits over a quarter-century of pitching arabkshed as those of a legend. In 1952, the
Pittsburgh Couriemoll named him the best pitcher of all-time, ol¢evahead of Satchel Paige.
He received induction in the HOF in 1999.

181 \yww.BaseballLibrary.com. Website. The Idea Logi€ampany, Inc; 2002. http://www.baseballlibrary.cahaly 12, 2006.
182 pollock Alan, Riley James. Barnstorming to Heav@yd Pollock and His Great Black Teams. Tuscalodsaversity of
Alabama; 2006. 178-179.
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José Mendez Baez (1887-192&)f Cuban
nationality and descent, Mendez was another
extremely hard thrower that also brought a Doc
Gooden-like curve ball to bear on his
opponents.

After growing up in Cuba, he played first in
Havana for the top Cuban national team in
1903. His first U.S. experience came five years
later, playing for Brooklyn Royal Giants
(1908.}% For 1909 Cuban Stars, he went 44-2
(some games were played against semi-pro
teams). He spent all of 1910 in Cuba, playing
both summer and winter, going 18-2. By 1914,
at 31, he had compiled a 62-17 record in Cuba

Engraving of José Mendez Baez (1930) —

Pitcher, Manager of ' Negro League World
but he developed arm trouble and never again

Series Winner, Kansas City Monarchs
pitched there regularf{*

During this time frame, 1908-1915, pitching agaiwin McGraw's New York Giants,
fortified with some Dodgers added to the rosterniez defeated both Christy Mathewson (4-3
in 10 innings) and Nap Rucker (2-1) over a thregstman, with only a day of rest between
games. McGraw proclaimed Mendez to be "sort of @alobhnson and Grover Alexander rolled
into one" and, appraising his value to a club tevbeth $30,000 a year if he were white, would
have welcomed his presence on the Giants' pitctaftjalongside Mathewsdfl> Mendez also
played for the All-Nations of Kansas City, a grabpt provided musical entertainment along
with exciting baseball. Mendez played the cornghiband®

Mendez was theeries-deciding pitchémanager of the Monarchs in th& hodern
Negro League World Series. Pitching tffegame, he won against Script Lee of the Hilldale
Daises, going the distance with the final out bé&isRaleigh ‘Biz’ Mackey. At this point in his
pitching career, Mendez rarely took the mound aad in fact recovering from a recent

183 hitp:/imww.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.htmliedgaphy of José Mendez . Last Accessed: Februzg0n7.
184Www.BasebaIILibrary.com. Website. The Idea LogiCampany, Inc; 2002. http://www.baseballlibrary.cduaty 12, 2006.
185 http://www.nlbemuseum.com/history/players.html e@iaphy of José Mendez . Last Accessed: Februap0d.
188 overro Thom. The Encyclopedia of Negro League BaeNew York: Checkmark Books (Facts on File,.Jp2003.203.
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surgery*®’ In the following season, the Monarchs were baok/)dst the 1925 Series against the
same Hilldale Daisies.

Mendez died from bronchopneumonia on Hallowee281th Havana, Cuba, at forty-
one, barely two years after his last game withMloaarchs. In 1939, he was in the first group of
players elected to the Cuban Hall of Fame. In 26@6yas inducted into the National Baseball
Hall of Fame'®®

Other Players & Owners of Noteworthiness

Abe & Effa Manley — Owners of the Newark Eagles
Frank Leland — Owner and Manager of _
_ _ during the heyday of the Negro Leagues in the early
the Chicago’s Leland Giants of the turn
1940’s. They suffered financially after the 1946
Negro League World Series and sold the team after

194810

of the 20" century. He also member of
the Cook County Board of

Commissioners®®

187 McNary Kyle. Black Baseball: A History of Africamericans & the National Game. London: PRC Pubiigh
LTD; 2003. 107-110.
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Pitcher Don Newcombe- Spent one year playing for
Minnie Minoso — The Havana-born  npanley’s Eagles, before going to the big time. Hesw
Minoso along with the longest name in  the NL MVP & CY Young Winner in 1956, but
baseball history, he played in five  Newcombe also hit .359 with 7 home runs in 1955. In
different decades in the Majors, 1962, Newcombe and Doby would be the first to play
amassing a .298 BA, 186 HRs, 205 i, the Negro Leagues, Majors and Japanese Leagues.

stolen bases, and plenty of hits batsmegoth would be inducted into Baseball's Hall of Fame
in 6,579 at bats. Between the gaps in his

career, he played ball in the minors and
Cuba.

OF Cristobel Torriente — Powerful bat and

top flight skills in the outfield. Right Hand Pitcher Leon Day— Considered

comparable to Hilton Smith; could muster a

mean bat while playing outfield.
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Pitcher/ 3¢ Baseman Wilmer Fields- Along
with Day, was a killer with the bat and his arm.
At 26, pitched in last Negro League World

2B Piper Davis— A top player in his hey day,

- Series against Willie Mays Birmingham Black
managed and scouted out a young Willie

Barons.
Mays.

Ernie Banks: HOF SS/1B.

CF Larry Doby — Played ¥ base with Monte CF Sam Jethroe— Would tryout with Jackie
Irvin at Shortstop for the Newark Eagles in  Robinson and Marvin Williams for the Red
1946. Would be among a select group that Sox in 1945. Jackie would get a real shot in
played in and won a Negro League World Brooklyn. Sam would lead the National

Series and Major League title. It took him only League in Stolen Bases (35, twice) and score

3 years. 201 runs in 1950-51 for the Boston Braves.
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Before he was “Mr. Cub” he was a
Sheepherder from San Antonio in 1949. A year
Before he became the All-time Home Run |ater, he was Kansas City Monarch, making an
king, Henry Louis “Hammerin’ Hank” impression on Buck O’Neil that brought him to
Aaron played for the Birmingham Black Bears Chicago with fellow Negro League George
and Indianapolis Clowns for $200 per month, Altman. Ernie Banks set the standard as a

batting cross-handed. After 33 years, Barry power-hitting shortstop, amassing 277 before
Bonds broke his record of 755 Home Runs. moving to £ base.

Table 2.4.2.1Defining Players MLB Statistics & Notes

Name AB Hits Runs HR RBI BA GS Wins |IP Notes
Hank Aaron 12,364 3,771 2,174 755 2,297 0.305 Buddy Downs & Indianapolis Clowns
Ernie Banks 9,421 2,583 1,305 512 1,636 0.274 A-Rod type power in the 1950's
Roy Campanella 4,205 1,161 627 242 856 0.276 Biz Mackey, 3-time MVP
Larry Doby 5,348 1,515 960 253 970 0.283 1948 WS Home Run
Mike Gonzalez 2,829 717 283 13 263 0.253 Cuban Catcher 1910-1920's
Elston Howard 5,363 1,471 619 167 762 0.274 Yankees 1st African American
Monte Irvin 2,499 731 366 99 443 0.293 Willie Mays in 1954
Dolf Luque 1,043 237 96 5 90 0.227 365 194 3220.3 Pride of Havana Pitcher in the 1920's
Willie Mays 10,881 3,283 2,062 660 1,903 0.302 Leo Durocher patience helped
Minnie Minoso 6,579 1,963 1,136 186 1,023 0.298 Could not retire
Don Newcombe 1,006 275 106 16 119 0.273 337 162 2459.0 In Japan in 1962
Satchel Paige 124 12 2 0 4 0.097 26 28 476.0 Minnie as a pitcher

Jackie Robinson 4,877 1,518 947 137 734 0.311 Originator of it all
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Diagram 2.4.2.1.Best Negro League Players by Position

A FewNegro League All-Stars byPrimary Position

Judy Johnson ) )
Manager Ray Dandridge Cristobel Torriente
Andrew ‘Rube’ Foster  jiver Marcelle Wilbur “Bullet Joe” Rogan

Wilmer Fields Sam Bankhead
Minnie Minoso

John Henry Lloy

Ernie Banks

Willie Wells

..... Thomas “Pee Wee” Butts
Dick “The King” Lundy

N Monte Irvin

..... John Beckwith

Joshua Gibson

Biz Mackey

Roy Campanella

Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe

G

Satchel Paige
Leon Day

Hilton Smith

Willie Foster
John Donaldson

Oscar
Charleston
Willie Mays
James “Cool

",
.

.~ Martin Dihigo

........ Jose Mendez Bingo DeMoss E;@z “?:::y"
..... Larry Doby d
., Charles Grant Gardner
Piper Davis Sam Jethroe

Newt Allen
James Gillig)

Buck Leonar
Mule Suttles

Henry Aaron
EUKT( I(E)?[fjte{ Jimmy Crutchfield
uc el Ted Page

Goose Tatum Dave Malarcher

The best players could always jump ship, if leaguancials went south (or not), as was
the case of Satchel Paige many times. (Famous 337 departure with eight other Pittsburgh
Crawfords, including Centerfielder great James i@apa’ Bell, to participate in the Dominican
Republic for President/Dictator Rafael LeonidasjillouMolina.) Paige’s ability to pitch was in
very high demand in the United States and on farsdals. Other player routinely went where
the money was, because contracts were very rarétgmy and even less enforceable, and
conditions were considerably better outside theaddnhStates. As Satchel Paige proffered: “The

opportunities of a colored baseball player on thelseds are the same or almost the same as
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those enjoyed by the white major league playetherStates. That's something to think about,

191

you know.™ " (Josh Gibson was sued by his owner, Effa Mankayskipping out on a season.)

2.4.3. The Changing of the Guard: Integration

In many ways the Negro Leagues reflect the infaridiajor League Baseball — without
the onerous task of building a league up undewtight of racial bias and national economic
fragility. The numerous leagues made (Player’'s Leatynion, American Association and the
Federal League), the fight to keep players tieohnt® team by owners, the shifting franchises due
to (a lack of) money, support and grounds andrnkeghting for league supremacy by a handful
of power-hungry, if well-intentioned, business owsand players alike all are mirrored in the
Negro Leagues early years of professional formation

Table: 2.4.3.1. Home Parks, 1944 *

Teams (NNL) Park Other Organized Baseball Tenant
Philadelphia Stars Parkside Field, Shibe Park Philadelphia Athletics, Phillies
Baltimore Elite Giants Bugle Field -
Homestead Grays Forbes Field, Griffith Stadium Pittsburgh Pirates, Washington Senators
New York Cubans Polo Grounds New York Giants
New York Black Yankees Yankee Stadium New York Yankees
Newark Eagles Ruppert Stadium Newark Bears (IL)
Teams (NAL) Park Other Organized Baseball Tenant
Chicago American Giants Comiskey Park Chicago White Sox
Kansas City Monarchs Ruppert Stadium Kansas City Blues (AA)
Birmingham Black Barons Rickwood Field Birmingham Barons (SA)
Memphis Red Sox Martin Stadium -
Cleveland Buckeyes League Park, Municipal Stadium Cleveland Indians
Cincinnati-Indianapolis Clowns Victory Field, Crosley Field Indianapolis (AA), Cincinnati Reds

1. Tables are from Negro League Baseball (2004) by Neil Lanctot, page 150

Later, the integration of baseball introduced a im@w problem from the Negro

Leagues standpoint: obsolescence. The incorporafiblacks meant doors open in one league,

191 anctot N. Negro League Baseball: The Rise and RtimBlack Institution. Philadelphia: University Bennsylvania Press;

2004. 62.
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that had always been closed, at least since th@4,88d the slow closure of a ‘League of Their

Own.’ Players of great caliber immediately sawrdneards and could hope to reap the benefits

they so longed for in playing in front of tens bbtisands consistently, even if the transition was
far from smooth, and often filled with dislike ahdtred both on and off-the-field by whites.

Side Note Even the inclusion of a white ballplayer on a Melgeague team (Edward Joseph
Klep, left hand pitcher, Cleveland Buckeyes, 19di@)w its fair share of hostility. Baseball
historian Larry Gerlach quotes a May 1946 NAACeIssis article, “‘a white person who
ignores the color line and joins with Negroes i@itlordinary activities of daily living will also
encounter Jim Crow.” But he likely did not realibat such a person would encounter racism,
prejudice, and exclusion from blacks as well ageghi*? From Klep’s first game in March
1946, he would encounter severe harassment frome \ew officials and fans, being forced to
change out of his uniform, while also getting asitzad from traditional Negro lodging places in
the Birmingham are&*® These events point to the great divide firmlyremthed in the
antebellum South that were glossed over for manysyey the mainstream white press. Klep’s
career would be limited to northern games and wealdl abruptly mid-season. Unfortunately,
Klep was no do-gooder; and his life was spent oh@uit of prison and without a job most

times!®*

Writing in 1950, famous baseball historian Lee Allthough well-meaning, writes this
two-part passage about the other side of the sameJackie Robinson’s plight: “When the
Dodgers then lost a seven-game world series t¥dné&ees, Robinson, the first of his race to
appear in the fall festival, held up his end fa lhsing cause'® Though an even compliment,
Allen goes furthers by adding this assessment:

“It should not be thought at all who opposed higance into major league baseball were

motivated by bigotry. Many sincere players and fiaak the position that baseball had such a

192 Gerlach Larry RBaseball's Other “Great Experiment”: Eddie Klep ahé Integration

of the Negro Leagues*. Unknown: Journal of Spoiitgdty, Fall 1998, Vol. 25, Issue 3; 1998. 459.

193 Gerlach Larry RBaseball's Other “Great Experiment”: Eddie Klep ahd Integration

of the Negro Leagues*. Unknown: Journal of Spoiitsdty, Fall 1998, Vol. 25, Issue 3; 1998. 460.

194 Gerlach Larry RBaseball's Other “Great Experiment”: Eddie Klep ahd Integration

of the Negro Leagues*. Unknown: Journal of Spoiitsdty, Fall 1998, Vol. 25, Issue 3; 1998. 469.

1% Allen L. 100 Years of Baseball: The Intimate angBatic Story of Modern Baseball from the Game'giBrings Up to the
Present Day. New York: Bartholomew House, Inc.;L9B8.
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unique code of ethics that it did not furnish tiheger laboratory for a sociological experiment.
Players representing other minorities had to bpamder the most outrageous slurs. But their
followers never attended games in a bloc; JackielsThe dynamite inherent in the situation
was not on the playing field but in the stands. Megro press urged its readers to welcome
Robinson calmly...And for a year Negroes kept thethasiasm for the trail-blazer within
bounds. But after he attained stardom, they foudifficult to restrain their exuberance®®

In the pre-Civil Rights era, Allen mentioning of
what fans of Jackie Robinson wegppose to do
and the proper environ of a sociological
experiment only reinforced the difficulties of the
abhorrent policy of ‘separate and equal’ as it
stood in 1950. Allen was neither strong nor weak
(in this statement) in assessing the backdrop on
which this drama was unfolding. By couching his
statements in what the Negroes should be
expected to accomplish as fans, he was ignoring
that Caucasians’ actions were far from where
they needed to be.

Jackie Robinsonin action at second.

The minor league system was also wrought with rolslas Miller writes:

“After 1947 a number of very talented but olderyels from the Negro Leagues joined
minor league clubs — Luke Easter, Piper Davis, Barydridge, Dan Bankhead and Sam
Jethroe, among them. From the viewpoint of the mapgue clubs, farm teams that
utilized a large number of veterans players, paldity aging Negro league stars or

former major leaguers, were frustrating the obyectf a minor league system:

1% Allen Lee. 100 Years of Baseball: The Intimate &mematic Story of Modern Baseball from the Game’s
Beginnings Up to the Present Day. New York: Badhotw House, Inc.; 1950. 288-289.
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developing new talent...the majors imposed rulessbaerely limited the number of

veteran players at all levels of the minor leagu&s.

The firmly segregated South was even more limigethase players sought places to eat,
stay or gather. No Negro player in the locales &fdidsippi, Alabama, Florida or the Carolinas
was particularly safe from ridicules intolerabladabften, criminally intended. But for these
baseball pioneers this social hardship was balabgéke greater Negro League reality of
smaller crowds, helter-skelter travel, cancellaiohgames, financial uncertainty and always
knowing the barrier to a truer recognition was dingomatter of their race.

Baseball historian and statistical expert Bill Jarmems up the Negro Leagues operating
dynamics and overall impact this way:

“...itis remarkable that they were able to accaghpivhat they did. They developed

outstanding players; they set up a league whichinvaeensely successful at identifying

the best black athletes in the country. They orgahiAll-Star games that drew large
crowds [50,000 or more], and were major leagueaifmers in every sense of the word.

They sustained themselves economically by travetimm Puerto Rico to Canada,

promoting relentlessly an endless series of gamas endless series of small towns.

They set the stage for Jackie Robinson. By the inegration arrived, baseball was

more ready for it than almost any other segmewoérican society*®

As one immortal opined: “...My grandfather wasn’tiidsr man. He was an optimist. He
thought black people could achieve any dream if therked hard enough for it. He also thought
there was enough good in any white man to overaaiem. | found out later on he was right
about that, although | guess you’d have to sayahat society we've still got a ways to ¢d°”

Buck O’Neil spoke volumes about the reality of lifgust that one passage. His ambassadorship
to the game is more important than all the ballkihdielded and threw during a HOF-like
career.

Within twenty-seven years of Jackie Robinson’s fiesason, the greatest record of all-

time, Babe Ruth’s home run mark, was broken by fA&tammerin’ Hank’ Aaron off Al

197 Miller JE. The Baseball Business: Pursuing Permé&rfrofits in Baltimore. Chapel Hill, NC: The Urissity of North
Carolina Press; 1990. 10.

198 James Bill. The New Bill James Historical Base®distract: The Classic — Completely Revised. NewkY@he Free Press;
2001. 170.

199 O’Neil B, Wulf S, Conrads D, Burns K. | Was Rigit Time. New York: Simon & Schuster Inc.; 1996. 18.
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Downing. Both were black ballplayers — and sawwioest of what was America’s unfortunate
struggle to change from the simple-minded and fthi&eparate but Equal’ doctrine to what
should be the ‘Equality for All’ ideal.

The fact that in a mere thirty years, the blagkyets who could not play in the ‘Bigs’,
were now rewriting the record books across thedehows how much we as lovers of the game
lost, not due to any fault of the players, owndesjelopers or media coverage of the Negro
Leagues, but to the failures of many, many Caunasian, some esteemed enough to know it
was utterly wrong, and others too racist, stubljand powerful) to change it ever.

Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe so named for his superior ability to pitch ancchah the
same day. (Frorwikipedia.com)



